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I WANT TO WISH YOU all a warm welcome to the second 
edition of MAFF Market Forum. We are very proud to once 
again have the opportunity to create the unique and auspi-
cious industry meeting place of MAFF Market Forum. It is 
truly an honor to be able to offer a platform for collaborations 
and co-operations between the Arab and the Nordic coun-
tries and it is both exciting and rewarding to see the practical 
collaborations that result from these days. 

MAFF Market Forum was sprung out of the same ambi-
tion as the festival itself, to promote and create a foundation 
diversity and different stories to be heard. Last year, the first 
edition of MAFF Market Forum was held in parallel to Malmo 
Arab Film Festival, and already a few months before the 
implementation, we realized that the initiative would have a 
major impact. Since last year, several Scandinavian-Arabic 
film collaborations has been implemented, some of which 
will be presented during this second edition.

MAFF Market Forum was launched with the ambition to 
bring together producers, funders, distributors and film pro-
fessionals in order to foster cultural exchange, facilitate part-
nerships and ultimately expand the production landscape, 
while at the same time offer a high-quality program for the 
participants. Although a high aim, we are proud to say that 
the activities at MMF are tailored to make possible a plethora 
of different sort of meetings and opportunities. 

Part of what makes MAFF Market Forum so successful is 
of course its participants, and we are beyond thrilled to every 
year welcome film professionals from all over the world. This 
year is no exception and some of the most significant and 
influencial institutes and organisations from both the Nordic 
countries and the Arab world are attending, together with key 
players from around 30 different countries. 

We want these days to be as beneficial as possible for our 
attendees, so don’t hesitate to contact our staff should you 
need any assistance or have any suggestions. 

Welcome to MAFF Market Forum 2016! 

 

General Manager  

MOUHAMAD 
KEBLAWI
Malmö, Sweden  
2016
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  MAFF Market Forum is a 

unique platform that aims 
to establish a meeting point 
for the Arab and Nordic film 
industry. The aim of MMF is 
to create opportunities for 
intercultural meetings which 
should foster collaborations 
and co-productions between 
the Nordic countries and the 
Arab world. 

MAFF Market Forum con-
sists of a well-tailored seminar 
program, daily networking 
sessions and happy hours, 
an exhibition and a pitching 
venue where feature films, 
short films and documentaries 
in development and documen-
taries in post production are 
pitched. 

MAFF Market Forum is held 
1st to 3rd of October at Radis-
son Blu in Malmö. Market 
screenings and Doc Post Pro-
duction Platform will be held 
at Spegeln.
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MALMÖ IS MORE THAN A CITY. Malmö is meetings, food and 
laughter. Malmö brims with people creating experiences for 
others to enjoy — theatre, art and music. Malmö is Sweden’s 
third largest city and the commercial center of southern 
Sweden and the Öresund region. The area is Scandinavia’s 
most densely populated metropolitan region and is home to 
3.7 million people or a quarter of the whole of Sweden and 
Denmark’s population.

Malmö is a intercultural and youthful city. In recent years 
the population of Malmö has increased significantly. Malmö 
is a very international city with nearly a third of its inhabit-
ants has been bornabroad. There are 174 nationalies repre-
sented in Malmö and 150 different languages.

Ideas and momentum flow in Malmö. You feel this flow 
when you visit. You feel it in our art, our music, our food. You 
feel it in our diversity and people. Malmö is a place where 
people come to fulfil their dreams. A city with room for ambi-
tion and talent – and that invites you to join in.

Malmö is the industrial centre that became an academy 
that became a city to savour. A place where people come to 
make their dreams come true. A city where you will expe-
rience something new. 

Welcome to Malmö.

FOTO: W
ERNER NYSTRAND/M
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IT’S TIME FOR MAFF MALMÖ ARAB FILM FESTIVAL — a festival 
that internationally is closely associated with Malmö.

The City of Malmö welcomes you to a veritable feast of a 
wide range of films from the Arabic speaking world.

Malmö is a creative hub comprised with people who 
creates cutting edge experiences within the fields of film, 
theatre, art, music, comics, design etc. Malmö is also a city of 
events, offers good food in a diversity of restaurants, but also 
an alternative city with skateboarding events and a nordic 
centre for the gaming industry.

Malmö is a young, global city with a population of 320 000 
inhabitants from more than 170 nations. Malmö’s make-up 
resembles metropolitan cities like London and Berlin. We 
believe that it is important to offer a wide range of film and 
culture that reflects the population.

Malmö invests in the film area through supporting film and 
TV-production, for example the successful TV-series The 
Bridge, but also through supporting the arthouse cinemas 
Panora and Spegeln.

Every year three major international film events takes 
place in the city: MAFF – Malmö Arab Film Festival, Nordisk 
Panorama film festival, screening the best Nordic short and 
documentary films and BUFF, which screens films for chil-
dren and young people from around the world.

There is also a wide range of smaller film festivals and the 
documentary film club Doc Lounge. Malmö is truly a film city.

I wish you a pleasant festival!

Elisabeth Lundgren
Cultural director
City of Malmö

W
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E  
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Your graphic partner. www.holmbergs.com

PRINT 
LIVES 
ON!

Many were those who claimed that print 
died along with the fl ourishing digitization. 
We claim that print lives on and is more 
relevant than ever. In a world full of digital 
noise and bursting inboxes a good piece 
of printed communication, which you can 
touch and feel, makes an impact. After all; 
we are all humans. 

Annons_MAFF.indd   14 2016-08-23   15:55
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METTE  
HOFFMANN MEYER
Head of Documentaries  
and Co-Productions 

Mette commissions both international 
and Danish productions for DR2 focus-
ing on current affairs and social political 
and just in general great documenta-
ries. She has supported many award 
winning films from all over the world 
and also she is known for supporting 
independent filmmakers from countries 
where there are no local support. Mette 
has produced several hit documenta-
ries such as War Show, Motleys Law, 
Indias Daughter, Democrats. God Loves 
Uganda. She was spearheading Oscar 
and Emmy winning Why Democracy and 
the Peabody winning Why Poverty? In 
2014 she received the Doc Mogul Award 
in Toronto for her consistent contribu-
tions to the documentary genre. 

DR IS AN INDEPENDENT, licence fee financed public institution 
providing news, culture, education, music and entertainment 
via television, radio, online services, mobile platforms and 
live events.

DR is comprised of the following: TV channels: DR1, DR2, 
DR3, DR Ultra, DR Ramasjang and DR K. 

Radio channels: P1, P2, P3, P4 (including 10 regional chan-
nels), P5, P6 Beat, P7 Mix, P8 Jazz, DR Nyheder (“DR News”)

Internet and mobile platforms: www.dr.dk and several 
apps.

Orchestras and choirs: Danish National Symphony Or-
chestra, DR Big Band, Danish National Vocal Ensemble, 
Danish National Concert Choir, Danish National Girls Choir, 
Danish National Children’s Choir and Danish National 
Sprouts Choir. DR was founded in 1925 as a public service 
organization. DR holds 36% market share. 

DANISH BROADCASTING 
CORPORATION
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Ane Mandrup has been Head of 
Documentaries at the DFI since 2012. 
Prior to joining the DFI she worked as 
a producer for several years, produc-
ing and line producing award winning 
feature documentaries, short fiction and 
a feature film. From 2000-2003 Ane was 
empolyed by the Danish Foreign Minis-
try as Information Officer in the Cultural 
Department of the Danish Consulate 
General in New York. Ane has a masters 
degree in French and Cinema & Media 
studies, and has taught at the University 
of Copenhagen and at the University of 
Southern Denmark. 

ANE MANDRUP 
Head of Unit, Documentary Films

THE DANISH FILM INSTITUTE (DFI) is Denmark’s national 
agency for film and cinema culture, operating under the 
Ministry of culture. It supports the development, production 
and distribution of films and runs the national archives, with 
a stills and posters archive and a film archive. In addition, 
it offers a number of services to the public, including The 
National cinemathèque, a library, a bookshop and an interac-
tive film work shop for children and young people. The DFI 
allocates subsidies for the development, production and dis-
tribution of Danish films and games as well as international 
co-productions. Support programmes also extend to film 
education and international promotion at film festivals. An 
important task of the DFI is to provide a framework for film 
funding, which promotes diversity and the desire to take risks 
in the industry. This is done by offering gateways to produc-
tion support, highlighting talent development and keeping a 
sharp eye on new digital platforms. 

The Danish Film Institute (DFI) can fund international 
co-production of documentaries of any length, feature films, 
short fiction and transmedia films/projects that have a non-
Danish delegate producer. There are several co-production 
submission deadlines per year. The purpose for funding 
co-productions is to strengthen partnerships and creative 
exchange between Danish and international producers. The 
Danish Film Institute highly values the opportunities that co-
production can provide for the Danish industry; international 
financing, cultural and business exchange and distribution; 
and therefore encourages these partnerships to be estab-
lished.

DANISH FILM  
INSTITUTE
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KHALIL BENKIRANE 
Head of Grants

Khalil Benkirane graduated in Film stud-
ies at the San Francisco State University 
in 1995. He was appointed Artistic 
Director and then Executive Director of 
The Arab Film Festival, Cinemayaat, in 
San Francisco from 1998 to 2002. He 
moved to Morocco where he directed 
and produced his first feature docu-
mentary, The White Thread. Khalil is a 
founding member of The Cinemathèque 
de Tanger (CdT) and a board member 
of Young Arab Theater Fund (YATF). In 
2008, Khalil relocated to Qatar where he 
produced documentary and narrative 
films for Al Jazeera Childen Channel. 
In early 2011 he joined The Doha Film 
Institute, and now heads their Grants 
Programme. 

DOHA FILM INSTITUTE is an independent, non-profit, cultural 
organization dedicated to building Qatar’s film culture. The 
Institute’s platforms include funding and production of local, 
regional and international films, through a grants programme 
and through co-financing; skills-sharing and mentorship pro-
grammes, film screenings; the Ajyal Youth Film festival and 
Qumra—an international gathering of creative film profes-
sionals, including Master Classes, meetings and screenings, 
with the goal to contribute to the development of emerging 
voices in cinema, with a special focus on first- and second-
time filmmakers.

DOHA FILM  
INSTITUTE



Doha Film Institute nurtures emerging talents through its Grants Programme, which is open to first- and  

second-time filmmakers, from around the world as well as established directors from the MENA region. 

Consideration for funding is open to short and feature-length films in development, production and post-

production, subject to eligibility criteria. 

Since 2010, the Doha Film Institute has provided funding to more than 250 filmmakers across the globe. 

For more information on eligibility criteria, upcoming submission cycles and application requirements,  

please visit www.dohafilminstitute.com/financing/grants/guidelines

Doha Film Institute Grants Programme

Supporting Emerging Voices  
from Around the World

‘3000 Nights’ by Mai Masri / Feature Narrative / Palestine, France, Jordan, Lebanon, United Arab Emirates, Qatar / 2015 / Spring Grant 2015

DFI 2016 Grants MAlmo ad.indd   1 9/6/16   3:12 PM
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AYESHA CHAGLA 
Manager

Ayesha Chagla manages the Dubai Film 
Market (DFM) which is the business 
counterpart of the Dubai International 
Film Festival (DIFF). Prior to joining the 
festival, Ayesha worked in film produc-
tion and development as well as in 
broadcast journalism. She holds a BA 
in psychology and sociology from the 
University of Auckland in New Zealand. 

THE DUBAI FILM MARKET (DFM) is a gateway to one of the 
fastest growing film and television markets in the world. 
Considered the leading industry platform in the region, 
The DFM provides access to decision-makers and industry 
professionals from the Arab world. With an annual attend-
ance of 3000 delegates from 65 countries, the market is a 
perfect place to forge new business collaborations. The DFM 
also serves to promote Arab cinema at an international level 
and since its inception in 2007, more than 300 projects have 
been supported and many have gone on to enjoy critical 
acclaim and find new audiences across the globe. The DFM 
comprises a range of initiatives that facilitate business op-
portunities as well as support the creative industries. These 
include: Enjaaz which financially supports the post produc-
tion of feature length Arab film projects and the production 
of short film by Gulf filmmakers; the Dubai Film Connection, 
a co-production market for Arab filmmakers; Cinetech, a 
digital platform for the sales and acquisitions of films and TV 
content; the Forum, that provides a stage for discussions and 
an exchange of ideas and expertise; DIFFerent REALITY, 
that showcases an international selection of virtual reality ex-
periences; Exhibition stands which offer excellent visibility to 
buyers, sellers, service providers and industry professionals 
to promote their products and services and the Dubai Distri-
bution Programme, which presents independent filmmakers 
with the opportunity to showcase their films to a wider audi-
ence through a range of partnerships and activites. The DFM 
runs concurrently with the Dubai International Film Festival, 
from the 7th–14th of December, 2016. 

DUBAI FILM  
MARKET 



dubaifilmfest.com   |   #DIFF16

 DECEMBER 7-14, 2016

 PREPARE
 YOURSELF.

 
 Now open for accreditation.

Access one of the fastest growing film and TV 

markets in the world through the Dubai Film 

Market at the 13th Dubai International Film Festival. 

DEVELOP   /   DISCOVER    /   TRADE
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EUROPEAN  
DOCUMENTARY  
NETWORK

THE EUROPEAN DOCUMENTARY NETWORK (EDN) is a global 
network for professionals working with documentary film 
and TV. Around 1 000 members from more than 60 countries 
have joined EDN. The organisation is open for both newcom-
ers and established filmmakers from around the world.

EDN provides documentary consulting and informs about 
possibilities for funding, financing, development, co-produc-
tion, distribution and collaboration across borders. This is 
done via individual consultancy to members on documentary 
projects, activities like workshops, seminars and conferences 
as well as through the two indispensable resource publica-
tions The EDN Financing Guide & The EDN Co-production 
Guide.

EDN started in September 1996 as a documentary organi-
sation for filmmakers, producers, production companies, 
distributors, associations, film institutions & boards, uni-
versities, festivals, broadcasters and film & television agen-
cies. EDN is also organising a number of activities including 
pitching sessions, development programmes, seminars and 
workshops.

Ove has been with EDN since winter 
2003 and is in charge of running work-
shops, pitching forums and seminars 
in both online and offline versions. Ove 
has programmed and/or produced a 
number of events like Docs in Thes-
saloniki, The EDN Pitch Pilot Workshop, 
New Platforms – New Politics, Twelve for 
the Future and lately also EDN’s market 
activities at European Film Market, Sunny 
Side of the Doc and MIPDOC. In addition 
he has collaborated with a number of 
documentary organisations and festivals 
on tailor made master classes, semi-
nars and workshops for special events 
and occasions. This includes the IDFA 
DocLab in The Netherlands, DOX in Vitro 
in Slovakia, RealYoung in Sweden and 
NFI:LAB Junior DOK in Norway. Ove 
holds a master degree in film studies with 
additional studying of cultural journalism 
and humanistic computer informatics. 
Alongside working for EDN, Ove is work-
ing for the Swedish production company 
Auto Images as Outreach Producer and 
is a board member of the Nordic docu-
mentary screening initiative Doc Lounge. 

OVE RISHØJ JENSEN 
Film & Media Consultant



MEMBERSACTIVITIESEDN FINANCINGNEWS RESOURCES

EUROPEAN DOCUMENTARY NETWORK
Stimulating networks & knowledge
within the documentary sector

European Documentary Network
Vognmagergade 10, 1 floor
1120 Copenhagen K
Denmark

Tel: +45 3313 1122
Fax: +45 3313 1144
edn@edn.dk

Join EDN and get

 The EDN Financing Guide

 The EDN Co-Production Guide 

 EDN On Demand video consultation

 Special discounts

 Full access to edn.dk

 An international network

European Documentary Network offers individual con-
sulting and provides possibilities for funding, development, 
co-production, distribution and collaboration across borders. 
EDN has around 1000 members from around the world and is 
welcoming both newcomers and established professionals.

The EDN Financing Guide is the producers’ bible packed 
with information on broadcasters, funds and distributors and 
contacts to commissioning editors and buyers.

The EDN Co-Production Guide provides a detailed over-
view on the co-production possibilities for documentaries  
in 30 European countries.

EDN organises and contributes to 
over 50 events each year. Among 
others DocsBarcelona, EDN Pitch 
Pilot Workshop, LisbonDocs, Docs in 
Thessaloniki,EDN Online Pitching  
Sessions, Baltic Sea Forum, IDFA 
Forum, Marathon Dok, Below Zero, 
European Film Market, Sunny Side  
of the Doc, MIPDOC, Twelve for  
the Future, Crossing Borders,  
CPH:CO-PRO, Pitching du Reel  
and Ex Oriente Film.

EDN ads2016 148x210.indd   1 1/21/16   8:02 PM
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JOAKIM STRAND 
Head of Production

LISA NYED 
Commissioner, Documentary film

Joakim has worked in various positions 
at Film i Skåne since 2001. After holding 
the position as commissioning editor for 
feature films, he stepped up to the posi-
tion as Head of Production in 2013. 

As commissioning editor of documen-
tary films Lisa works with co-production 
od documentaries of all lengths. She is 
also counselling on distribution possibili-
ties, as well as working with develop-
ment projects on export, transmedia and 
outreach. Lisa has served on several 
festival juries and selection committees 
and has been tutoring documentary 
projects at the EDN run development lab 
Twelve for the Future and served as Pro-
gramme Manager at Nordisk Panorama 
Film Festival. 

FILM I SKÅNE is a regional center for 
film with the task of promoting all 
aspects of film. Commissioned and 
financed by Region Skåne, Film i Skåne 
has been in operation since 1995. Since 
2009, Film i Skåne AB is a part of Busi-
ness region Skåne. The regional film 
work is run in three main fields: Film 
Education; Screening and Production; 
Ystad Studios and Southern Sweden 
Film Commission. The view is overall, 
where film education —see, talk about 
and make films, results in the crea-
tion of an interested and demanding 
audience. An audience who will also be 
tomorrow’s filmmakers. The creation 
of meeting places, workshops, festivals 
and market places inspires both a new 
form of narrative and the discovery of 
new distribution opportunities to reach 
new viewers. 

Through the co-production of short, 
documentary, feature films and TV se-
ries, FISK attracts capital that is spent 
in the region on services, facilities, and 
labour that helps develop the audio-
visual infrastructure in Skåne. 

FILM I SKÅNE



(former Oresund Film Commission)

Film i Skåne presents:

CURIOUS 
...about filming in 
Southern Sweden? 
Visit filmiskane.se 
for more information
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Ami graduated as a producer from Hög-
skolan Väst, and has since then worked 
in different positions at Film Väst. Ami 
has among other films co-produced 
the shorts Moms on fire (Berlin, 2016), 
Fight on a Swedish Beach (Cannes, 
2016), The Committee (Locarno, 2016) 
and Because the World Never Stops 
(Toronto, 2016).

AMI EKSTRÖM
Senior Executive Co-Productions

FILM VÄST is one of Europe´s most successful co-producers 
and Scandinavia’s preeminent regional film fund. Each year 
millions of cinema goers all over the world see a production 
co-produced by Film Väst.

Over the years Film Väst co-productions have also been 
richly rewarded with nominations and awards at the world’s 
most prestigious events including festivals such as Cannes, 
Berlin, Toronto and galas such as Golden Globes, the Euro-
pean Film Awards and the Oscars.

Film Väst offers both shooting and post-production financ-
ing in feature film, documentary and TV series, and is the 
most successful regional film fund in Scandinavia. Film Väst 
seeks projects that can compete in the most prestigious film 
festivals and/or be seen by a large international audience. 
Film Väst accepts applications for feature film co-produc-
tions throughout the year. All co-productions are required to 
bring elements of production or post-production to Region 
Västra Götaland, work with a Swedish production partner, 
and hire crew and workers from the region.

FILM VÄST



BRIMSTONE Martin Koolhoven Nominated Golden Lion in Venice. In 
Toronto.

WOLF AND SHEEP Shahr-
banooo Sadat Won Direc
tors’ Forthnight, C.I.C.A.E 
Art Cinema Award Cannes. In 
Busan.

UNITED STATES OF LOVE 
Tomasz Wasilewski Won Sil
ver Bear in Berlin. In Busan. 

A MAN CALLED OVE Han-
nes Holm Nominated Euro
pean Film Awards & People’s 
choice. Sweden’s official Oscar 
entry.

THE GIANT Johannes 
Nyholm In San Sebastian, 
Toronto and Busan.

THE COMMUNE Thomas Vinterberg Won Silver Bear in Berlin. In 
Toronto, nominated European Film Awards.

THE HAPPIEST DAY IN THE LIFE OF OLLI MÄKI Juho Kuosmanen 
Won Un Certain Regard Award in Cannes. In Toronto and Busan, nomi
nated European Film Awards and Nordic Council Film Prize. Finland’s 
official Oscar entry.

Your Scandinavian Partner in Co-Productions
Film Väst is one of Europe’s leading regional film funds,  
located on the Swedish west coast in Västra Götaland.
Film Väst is active as coproducer and investor  
in international and Swedish film and TVdrama. www.filmvast.se

Malmö arabiska filmdagar 2016.indd   1 2016-09-12   10:24:54
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JAANA PUSKALA 
Head of International Department

Jaana Puskala has worked in Inter-
national Promotion at the Finnish 
Film Foundation since 1990. She was 
appointed the Head of Feature Film 
Promotion in 2008 and in 2015 she 
became the head of the Foundation’s 
newly formed International Department. 
She is responsible for promoting Finnish 
feature films abroad as well as building 
and reinforcing contacts between the 
Finnish film industry and international 
festivals, sales companies and distribu-
tors around the world.

Jaana Puskala is also Finland’s repre-
sentative in the Festival Group of Scandi-
navian Films, an umbrella organization 
promoting Nordic films, founded in 1978.

THE FINNISH FILM FOUNDATION supports and promotes the 
Finnish film industry by allocating public funding for pro-
fessional film production, exhibition and distribution. The 
Foundation is also responsible for the festival distribution 
and international promotion of Finnish films. Production 
support is available for feature, documentary, short and 
animation films as well as television series. The Foundation 
also funds international co-productions with a Finnish co-
production partner and some creative/technical input from 
Finland.

The Finnish Film Foundation was set up in 1969 as an in-
dependent foundation and it operates under the supervision 
of the Ministry of Education and Culture. The Foundation 
receives its funds through the Ministry from lottery and pools 
funds allocated for promoting cinema. In 2016 the Founda-
tion’s support budget is around 25 million euros.

FINNISH FILM  
FOUNDATION



The Finnish Film Foundation has funded the production of

 90 international co-productions  with  over 30 countries  

with  nearly 20 million €  in the  last 5 years . There are no 

spend requirements for the FFF’s production support and 

the support is non-recoupable.

CO-PRODUCTION FUNDING IS AVAILABLE FOR PROJECTS WITH

 • Finnish co-production company with Finnish distribution rights
 • Artistic or technical input from Finland
 • Distribution in Finland in some format

CO-PRODUCING
WITH THE
FINNISH FILM
FOUNDATION

TO LEARN 
MORE GO TO:

www.ses.fi/en
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FOLKETS BIO

FOLKETS BIO is Sweden’s leading arthouse distribution com-
pany. In the forefront of independent and arthouse distribu-
tion in Sweden for four decades (since 1973), Folkets Bio—
literally ”the People’s Cinema”—acquires, distributes and 
exhibits around 25 films (Swedish and international) per year.

They run their own movie theatre chain with screens in 
17 cities—upgraded to accommodate new digital screening 
formats—but also distributes through other cinema chains. A 
major supporter of Swedish films, mainly documentary fea-
tures, Folkets Bio runs a series of free short film programmes, 
enabling both young and established filmmakers to reach au-
diences with films outside the feature-length format. Folkets 
Bio picks up its titles on the festival circuit, regularly distrib-
uting Palme d’Or and Golden Bear-winners in Sweden. 

Folkets Bio acquires all rights theatrical/non-theatrical, 
video, VOD and TV for Sweden and Scandinavia and have a 
VOD platform with their own catalogue www.folketsbio.se.

The Folkets Bio cinemas host festivals, meetings with 
filmmakers, thematic weeks and debates and are actively 
engaged in introducing new audiences. Through school 
screenings, children and teens are given the chance to orient 
themselves in the world and in life, through the magic of film. 
Film and media seminars are also run for teachers and school 
classes.

Marie started as head of the Folkets Bio 
cinema Zita, in Stockholm in 1996. In 
2000 she was appointed Head of acqui-
sitions at Folkets Bio’s distribution where 
she is still working. She, and Folkets 
Bio, acquires around 12 full-length films 
every year, striving to achieve a good 
mix of gender-, nationality-, queer- and 
social representation. Marie is present 
at most big international festivals like 
Berlin, Cannes, Locarno, Toronto, and 
also attends other smaller markets. 

Marie is a member oft the board of the 
organisation Europa Distributions and 
has been a regular member of the jury 
at Cinemafrica festival, where the award 
consisted of distibution by Folkets Bio.

MARIE STRAUSS 
Head of Acquisitions



EN FILM AV HANY ABU-ASSAD
REGISSÖREN BAKOM OSCARNOMINERADE

PARADISE NOW OCH MUREN

B Y G G E R  P Å  E N  O T R O L I G  M E N  S A N N  H I S T O R I A

”En sagolik sång från Gaza”
Sydsvenskan

”Ett färgstarkt feel good-drama”
Dagens Nyheter

”Charmig, kärleksfull och modig”
Hollywood Reporter

Det fi nns drömmar
 som är värda att leva för…

Se IDOL och många andra kvalitetsfi lmer
på skolbio, DVD eller online på folketsbio.se

Gomorron Sverige, SVT

FolketsBio_MAFF2016_200x280.indd   1 2016-08-24   09:51
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Azza received a degree in Business 
Administration from the University of 
Cairo in 1988 and a degree from The 
High Institute of Cinema, Academy of 
art, in 1991. She started as an actress 
and assistant editor, but then focused on 
directing. Azza has directed a number 
of documentaries for Egyptian TV and 
became active in the independent cul-
ture movement in theater and cinema, 
working with NGO:s and cultural spaces. 
She has been the director of Independ-
ent Art Season for nine years, a member 
of the Independent Cultural Coalition 
and has founded the Nawafez project 
for cinema clubs in Egypt. She has been 
the director of LAFF during the past 
6 years, where she created Etisal film 
fund, in 2014. Azza is now working on 
her first long feature film.

AZZA ELHOSSEINY 
LAFF and Etisal Director

LUXOR AFRICAN  
FILM FESTIVAL/ 
ETISAL

THE LUXOR AFRICAN FILM FESTIVAL (LAFF) is organized by 
Independent Shabab Foundation, a non profit organization, 
supported by the Egyptian ministries of Culture, Tourism and 
Youth and in collaboration with the Luxor Governorate. I-
Shabab has been active for more than nine years, organizing 
events and festivals on the national level, then turned on to 
the fruitful international event that is the Luxor African Film 
Festival in 2011. The idea was to create a platform for African 
films and to support African filmmakers, using the beautiful 
city of Luxor as the main venue, which basically constitutes 
the biggest open air museum in the world, with the aim to 
decentralise from Cairo and Alexandria, where most cultural 
events take place in Egypt. 

The festival’s 6th edition will take place 16–22 of March, 
2017. LAFF consists of four competitions: Long Narratives, 
Long Documentaries, Short Films (Narratives and Documen-
taries) and The International Competition of Freedom Films, 
beside other special sections.

In 2013 LAFF created a new platform, to shoulder the 
young African directors, when LAFF director Azza Elhos-
seiny established the ETISAL film fund, with the mission to 
give the young African filmmakers the possibility to express 
freely their skills and talents through filmmaking and to pro-
mote their work globally. ETISAL created many partnerships 
from around the world, up to date more than 43 protocols of 
collaboration, including production houses, festivals, indi-
viduals, TV and radio stations, in order to support production 
and to promote and distribute African film, using modern 
digital technology and by setting up a database. 

The result is the production of 60 mini short films, funding 
of about seven shorts and development of eight long features 
from Ethiopia, Rwanda, Madagascar, Sudan, Uganda, Moroc-
co, Ivory Coast, Togo and Egypt. Right now the call is open 
for a scriptwriting development workshop for long narrative, 
which will be held during the 6th edition of Luxor.
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RASMUS STEEN 
Programme Manager 
Documentary Film

Rasmus Steen is responsible for the 
Documentary Film programme at 
International Media Support (IMS). The 
organisation is working out of Copen-
hagen, Denmark, and has for the last 
decade been supporting documentary 
film in the Arab world. Rasmus Steen 
has extensive knowledge of the Arab 
documentary scene and a vast profes-
sional network of film directors, produc-
ers, film festivals, journalists and media 
activists.

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA SUPPORT is a non-profit organisa-
tion supporting local media in countries affected by armed 
conflict, human insecurity and political transition. Across 
four continents, they help strengthen professional skills and 
ensure that media can operate under challenging circum-
stances. 

Support for documentary film is a central part of their work 
in the Arab world. Through the endless creative and jour-
nalistic formats that documentary films offer, IMS seeks to 
provide a platform for alternative voices that can tell stories 
and portray issues that are usually overlooked or difficult to 
cover in mainstream media. 

Facilitating the collaboration and exchange of professional 
skills between film students and filmmakers is a key feature 
of their documentary film programme. The work includes 
support for film productions, co-productions, workshops and 
documentary film festivals. 

All of it is part of a long-standing efforts to promote dia-
logue and freedom of expression in the Arab world, where 
we also provide support for the improvement of the work-
ing conditions and the professional skills of journalists and 
media organisations. 

INTERNATIONAL  
MEDIA SUPPORT



International Media Support supports the production and 
distribution of documentary films and the training of documentary 

filmmakers across the Arab region and beyond.

PRODUCTION TRAINING DISTRIBUTION

mediasupport.org
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THÓR TJÖRVI  
THÓRSSON 
Head of Production 

Thor Tjörvi Thorsson started working 
at the Icelandic Film Centre in 2009. 
He has held various positions within 
the centre, including Project manager 
and International relations. Currently 
he is the Head of production, as well 
as handling all applications for film 
reimbursements in Iceland. Tjörvi holds 
a MA degree in International Relations 
from the University of Warwick (UK) and 
a MSc in International Business from the 
University of Reykjavík (Icelandic).

THE ICELANDIC FILM CENTRE is a publically funded organiza-
tion that falls under the jurisdiction of the Icelandic Ministry 
of Education, Science and Culture, but makes substantive 
decisions on independent grounds. The role of The Icelandic 
Film Centre is to fund Icelandic films, promote them abroad 
and nurture film culture in Iceland by supporting local film 
festivals, seminars and workshops for professionals. 

The Icelandic Film Fund operates under the auspices 
of The Icelandic Film Centre. The fund’s role is to further 
Icelandic filmmaking by providing financial support to narra-
tive features, documentaries, shorts and television fiction. A 
project supported by The Icelandic Film Fund must be con-
nected to Iceland unless special circumstances apply. 

ICELANDIC  
FILM CENTRE





ABOUT

M
ee

t 
th

e 
E

xp
er

ts

EXPERT

32 MAFF Market Forum | 2nd annual | 2016

Alaa is a renowned film analyst and 
an influential professional within the 
cinema and entertainment industry in 
the Arab world, known for his efforts 
in assembling complete statistical and 
analytical archives on the economics 
of filmmaking. He has participated in 
various panels and juries in film festi-
vals worldwide. He established three 
cinema magazines during the first ten 
years of the Millennium. Alaa has also 
worked in film distribution, film pro-
duction and theater management. He 
was involved as a publisher for many 
prominent publications worldwide. As 
a film analyst, Alaa regularly provides 
quotes, analysis and editorial comment 
on the film business in the Arab World in 
several internationally respected film and 
business publication outlets including 
Forbes Middle East, Variety and Screen 
International. 

ALAA KARKOUTI
Founder

MAD SOLUTIONS is the first Pan-Arab independent studio and 
fully integrative marketing and creative consultancy for the 
Arab film and entertainment industry. Under the umbrella of 
MAD Solutions, the studio is supported by five pillars: MAD 
Marketing, MAD Content, MAD Distribution, MAD Culture 
and MAD Celebrity, which together are helping to usher in an 
exciting new generation of Arab filmmakers and entertain-
ment talent.

MAD Solutions attends at least 20 film festivals (Arab and 
International), summits, and workshops annually including 
Cannes, Berlinale, DIFF, ADFF, Toronto, Locarno and many 
more. Besides the energetic, contemporary approaches to 
collaborating with the MAD partners, MAD has the most 
extensive and up-to-date database on the Arab film industry, 
spanning over 20 years of a rich heritage that is still growing 
to this day, despite the political and socio-economic chal-
lenges.

In 2015 MAD Solutions created The Arab Cinema Center, 
with the mission to function as an international platform to 
promote Arab cinema and provide access to the best of Arab 
talent, films and companies participating in key film festivals.

Realizing the potential growth of the film industry in the 
Gulf States, and the opportunities to hatch a pan-regional 
strategy, MAD Solutions has expanded to Abu Dhabi, UAE, 
focusing on the GCC in specific and the Arab world as a 
whole.

MAD SOLUTIONS/ 
 ARAB CINEMA CENTER



Your global ACCess to the Arab film industry
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THE CENTRE CINÉMATOGRAPHIQUE MAROCAIN (CCM – Mo-
roccan Centre for Cinematography) is one of the world’s 
oldest public establishments tasked with regulating and 
promoting the Moroccan film; the centre is runned under 
the oversight of the Minister of Communication. The main 
mission of the centre is to support the national film industry, 
promote the Moroccan cinema, regulate the various national 
film sectors and to promote international co-production with 
and in Morocco. The center also aims to preserve the Moroc-
can film culture, and to work with archiving as well as con-
struction of film libraries.

FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL DU CINÉMA D’AUTEUR DE RABAT is 
an annual film festival in Rabat which focuses on the artistic 
aspects of cinema and film culture. The festival has a strong 
focus on both traditional art house film from all over the 
world as well as new innovative Moroccan cinema. The fes-
tival was established in 1994 and has become an important 
platform for showcasing new art house film in Morocco.

Connected expert partners – Committee of film in Rabat 
and federation of international festivals in Morocco.

SARIM FASSI FIHRI
Director of Moroccan Centre for 
Cinematography

MOHAMED GHAZALI
General Secretary of Ministère de la 
Communication

ABDELHAK MANTRACH
President of Festival International du Film 
d’Auteurs de Rabat, and President of 
Commission Film de Rabat, Salé, Kenitra 

MOHAMED BELGHOUATE
Director of l’Institut Supérieur des Métiers de 
l’Audiovisuel et de Cinéma

KHALIL LOUGMANI
Commission Film de Rabat, Salé, Kenitra 

HASSAN MOUTTAQI
Moroccan Centre for Cinematography

TARIQ KHALAMI
Moroccan Centre for Cinematography

MALAK DAHMOUNI
Festival de Rabat du Film d’Auteurs

MOROCCAN DELEGATION

MOROCCAN FILM CENTER

FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL  
DU CINÉMA D’AUTEUR DE RABAT



Film Commission
Rabat-Salé-Kénitra
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Petri Kemppinen has been the CEO 
of the Fund since 2013. He has MA in 
Communication from the University of 
Helsinki, a background in journalism and 
publishing before starting his television 
and film career in the mid-1990s. He 
spent nine years at The Finnish Broad-
casting Company, YLE, working among 
others as Commissioning Editor and 
Head of Youth Department. Between 
2005 and 2013 he worked at The Finnish 
Film Foundation as Film Commissioner, 
Head of International Affairs and Devel-
opment and finally Head of Production. 
He was a member of Eurimages’ Board 
of Management 2006–2013.

PETRI KEMPPINEN 
CEO

ESTABLISHED IN 1990, and based in Oslo, Nordisk Film & TV 
Fond’s primary purpose is to promote film and TV produc-
tions of high quality in the five Nordic countries (Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden), by providing support 
for top-up financing of feature films, TV-fiction/drama-series 
and creative documentaries. Nordisk Film & TV Fond is also 
secretariat to the prestigious Nordic Council Film Prize and 
arranges and hosts the annual event Nordic Talents held in 
Copenhagen each autumn.

Nordisk Film & TV Fond also has a range of other initia-
tives, such as: Distribution and Dubbing funding for Nordic 
productions to travel further throughout the region; Funding 
for Special Initiatives and Strategic Development (like Nordic 
Genre Boost). Support for a range of professional film and TV 
events of Nordic importance, such as festivals, seminars or 
forums; www.nordicfilmandtvnews.com to keep people up-
dated with the latest industry news from the Nordic region.

NORDISK FILM  
& TV-FOND
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SOUTHERN SWEDEN is one of the 
world’s most dynamic and creative re-
gions, acknowledged as a hotspot for 
innovation and creation. According to 
Forbes Magazine, Malmö, the region’s 
largest city, is the world’s fourth most 
inventive.

With 14 universities, 30 minutes to 
Copenhagen and with many world-
renowned TV series and films being 
produced here, it makes for a creative 
haven for film makers.

The Southern Sweden Creatives 
project supports small and medium- 
sized companies from the cultural 
and creative industries to grow in-
ternationally through professional 
business development, international 
exposure, and national coordina-
tion. The project focuses on southern 
Swedish companies that work primar-
ily with film and tv, digital games, 
digital media and design.

Southern Sweden Creatives is car-
ried out by Invest in Skåne together 
with Region Skåne, The City of Malmö, 
Film i Skåne/Southern Sweden Film 
Commission, Form/Design Center, 
The City of Helsingborg, Media Evolu-
tion, NetPort Science Park, and The 
Creative Plot/The City of Lund. The 
project is co-financed by the European 
Union Regional Development Fund 
and the Swedish Agency for Economic 
and Regional Growth, and runs be-
tween 2016—2019 with a budget of 
approximately SEK 17M.

Karin Benjaminsson is a Business Devel-
opment Manager at Invest in Skåne and 
Project Leader for Southern Sweden 
Creatives. 

Maria has spent the last five years work-
ing with Nordic companies in China. 
With a strong focus on design, she 
has worked with import and export on 
the Chinese consumer market. Having 
co-founded a company that currently 
exports to China, Maria has a passion for 
the cross-roads where the international 
and the creative and cultural industries 
collide. Having a special place in her 
heart for smaller companies, she is now 
the project leader-to-be for the Southern 
Sweden Creatives project.

Rachelle Lacharité is a Canadian native 
who moved to Sweden to study interna-
tional development with a focus on cul-
tural geography at Lund University. Dur-
ing her time as a student she founded 
two companies and gained an interest 
in the cultural and creative industries. In 
pursuing this interest, and by combin-
ing her background in and passion for 
communications, she is now a Commu-
nications Officer managing communica-
tions activities for the Southern Sweden 
Creatives project at Invest in Skåne.

Andrea Kviecinska moved to Sweden 
from Slovakia to study Service Manage-
ment with focus on marketing, com-
munication and project management at 
Lund University in 2002. After her Master 
Degree she has worked as a marketing 
and event coordinator for various inter-
national companies. Due to her interests 
and ambition for marketing, project 
management and communication, she 
is now working as a Business Developer 
at Invest in Skåne, the official business 
promotion agency for southern Sweden.

EXPERTS

KARIN BENJAMINSSON 
Business Development Manager

MARIA LARSSON 
Business Development Manager

RACHELLE LACHARITÉ 
Communications Officer 

ANDREA KVIECINSKA 
Business Developer

SOUTHERN  
SWEDEN 
CREATIVES



Co-financed by:

the bridge.
wallander.
your next 
film or tv 

series.
Southern Sweden has the talent, locations, festivals and personality 
you need to bring your project to life. Not to mention, a sophisticated 
film-industry infrastructure, English as a working language and high 
production value. 

Join us daily at 15:00 in the MMF Lounge for Fika with Southern 
Sweden Creatives, a networking event where we will be serving coffee, 
tea, and pastries (aka Fika in Swedish). During the event, companies, 
festivals and organisations from the southern Swedish film industry will 
present themselves. Come mingle, find partners, network, and enjoy the 

talent that southern Sweden has to offer!

Project Partner:
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MIKAEL SVENSSON 
Film Commissioner

Mikael Svensson has an MBA from the 
University of Lund. He worked as a film 
producer for almost 10 years. Since 
2007, he is in charge of the Film Com-
mission in Southern Sweden. Mikael 
holds a position at Film i Skåne, which 
naturally implies even closer coopera-
tion between the commission and the 
regional film fund. He is also Vice Presi-
dent of Scandinavian Locations, Vice 
President of EUFCN – (European Film 
commissioners Network) and and former 
board member of AFCI – Association of 
Film Commissioners International and 
Sweden Film Commission. 

THE SOUTHERN SWEDEN FILM COMMISSION (previously 
Öresund Film Commission) was established in 2003 to 
promote the region as an international film location and to 
service international film- and TV productions shooting in 
the region. The commission is operated by Film i Skåne. 

Embracing the area of Southern Sweden and Greater Co-
penhagen, the Southern Sweden Film Commission combines 
the best resources of the two Scandinavian countries to en-
sure the best possible experience on location in the Öresund 
Region. Whether it’s a big-budget feature film or a small-
scale documentary, the Southern Sweden Film Commission 
is there to make the production in the Öresund Region a 
smooth and rewarding one.

The Southern Sweden Film Commission is a member of 
the Association of Film Commissioners International (AFCI) 
and the European Film Commissioners Network (EUFCN). 
As well as a member of The Swedish Film Commission, with-
in which the different Swedish film commissions cooperate. 

SCANDINAVIAN LOCATIONS was founded in Stockholm early 
spring 2009 by the film commissions of Finland, Sweden, 
Norway and Denmark. The member organisations are non-
profit film commissions, endorsed and funded by regional or 
national authorities.

Scandinavian Locations calls for increased partnership 
between the film commissions and film industries of Finland, 
Sweden, Norway and Denmark. Scandinavian Locations 
hosts networking events and talks at the major film markets, 
and promotes Scandinavia as a creative destination for film, 
tv and audiovisual projects.

The members provide free-of-charge services to the indus-
try, and are the first port of call for international producers 
eyeing a shoot in Scandinavia.

SOUTHERN SWEDEN  
FILM COMMISSION
SCANDINAVIAN  
LOCATIONS
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CHARLOTTE MADSEN 
Commissioning Editor 
documentaries 

Charlotte started working for SVT’s arts 
& culture slot K special in 2013 but 
is now based in Malmö, commission-
ing for SVT’s prime time documentary 
slot focusing on human interest and 
social issues. She has a background 
in international sales and previously 
worked as editor of documentaries and 
co-productions at DR Sales.

SVERIGES TELEVISION (SVT) is the Swedish public service 
television company with the widest range of programming 
in Sweden. Today SVT operates four channels—SVT1, SVT2, 
SVT24/Barnkanalen (a childrens’ channel) and together 
with UR, Kunskapskanalen. All SVT channels are digital 
only. All are distributed via all kinds of platforms. The SVT-
programmes can be viewed on SVT Play for 30 days after the 
first broadcast.

SVT programming is non commercial. Advertising is not 
allowed but sponsoring of sports events is. The programming 
covers the whole genre spectre. SVT1 is the biggest channel 
and also receives the highest ranking by the Swedish audi-
ence.

SVT has a strong documentary tradition and the documen-
tary department serves three weekly slots with an output of 
more than 100 new titles a year. SVT’s culture department 
also has a weekly arts & culture slot, K special. Additional 
international programming is acquired by SVT’s acquisition 
department.

SVT is together with the public service radio (SR) the most 
trusted Swedish media and enjoys a very good support from 
the Swedish TV audience.

SVERIGES  
TELEVISION
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CALLE MARTHIN 
Commissioner, Feature Films 

ANTONIO  
RUSSO MERENDA 
Commissioner 

KRISTINA COLLIANDER 
Head of Production funding

Calle Marthin was recently appointed 
Commissioner for feature films at SFI. 
He has an extensive experience as a 
script writer, producer and dramatic 
adviser for television, film and stage. He 
has been writer/producer at Swedish 
National Television (SVT) and worked 
as a publisher at the literary publishing 
house Bonniers/Wahlström & Widstrand. 

Antonio Russo Merenda, born 1966, 
took up the position of Commissioner on 
January 2015.

Antonio Russo Merenda is a film 
producer who studied Law, Film and 
Literature at the University of Rome. He 
is a co-founder of Hysteria Film, which 
he has managed for 15 years. In 2012 
he also founded Ginestra Film in Stock-
holm, working together with companies 
in Finland, Denmark, Norway, Germany, 
France and Poland. His numerous 
award-winning films include Vodka 
Factory (Vodkafabriken), Finnish Blood 
Swedish Heart (Ingen riktig finne) and 
Colombianos.

Kristina started to work at the Swed-
ish Film Institute in May 2016. She has 
worked for over 20 years at Swedish 
Television in different key roles related to 
drama, film and storytelling in all kind of 
platforms, one was as Head of the Chil-
dren and Youth Department for 8 years 
during the big transformation from linear 
to on-line. She spent 1,5 year as Deputy 
Head of Cabinet for Swedish Society for 
Nature Conservation, Swedens biggest 
NGO with focus on environment.

Kristina has a Bachelor of Arts and 
Philosophy and a degree of Executive 
Master of Business Administration at the 
Stockholm School of Economics as well 
as an education in Digital Strategy from 
Hyper Island.

THE SWEDISH FILM INSTITUTE (SFI) 
works to promote film across the 
board—from idea to finished film 
product, during launch in Sweden and 
around the world, and by preserving 
films or posterity in its archives. The 
Film Funding department allocates 
funding to Swedish production of fea-
ture films, shorts and documentaries, 
and works to promote Swedish film 
internationally. 

The SFI was founded in 1963 by the 
Swedish government and the various 
professional bodies of the film indus-
try. As of January 1st the Swedish gov-
ernment will assume full responsibility 
for all film politics and its financing. 
This means an abandonment of the 
film agreement model of the past fifty 
years. The Swedish Film Institute will 
play a central part in the execution of 
the new film politics.

SWEDISH  
FILM INSTITUTE
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Kristian Takvam Kindt is a co-founder 
and one of the festival manager of Arab 
Film Days festival in Oslo, which held its 
6th edition in 2016. He is also affiliated 
with the Norwegian South Film Fund 
(Sørfond) and the Films from the South 
Festival in Oslo, where he has previ-
ously worked as a program coordinator. 
He has a degree in Arabic and Middle 
Eastern studies as well as sociology, 
and works as a researcher at the Fafo 
research foundation.

THE NORWEGIAN SOUTH FILM FUND is one of the international 
commitments of The Norwegian Film Institute. The overall 
objective of the fund is to strengthen film as a cultural expres-
sion and to stimulate the production of films in developing 
countries and strengthen film as a cultural expression, to pro-
mote diversity and artistic integrity on the international film 
scene, and to strengthen freedom of expression.The grant 
shall also contribute to an increased cooperation between 
Norwegian and international film industries. 

Therefore Sørfond grants co-productions between pro-
ducers from countries on the OECD’s DAC-list and Nor-
wegian minority producers. Until date, Sørfond has co-pro-
duced more than 30 feature length fiction and documentary 
films of which many have been invited to prestigious film 
festivals throughout the world. Sørfond is a collaboration 
with The Films from the South Foundation, financed by the 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and The Norwegian 
Ministry of Culture. 

KRISTIAN  
TAKVAM KINDT 
Founder and Festival manager  
of Arab Film Days Festival

SØRFOND 



SØRFOND – THE NORWEGIAN 
SOUTH FILM FUND 
Production support fund established by the Norwegian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Culture. Administrated by the 
Films from The South Foundation
and the Norwegian Film Institute. NOK 15,1 millions granted 
from 2012-2016 and NOK 6,9 millions will be granted from 
2016-2018 to producers/directors from developing countries. 

More information at www.sorfond.com

MAXIMUM AMOUNT GRANTED TO ONE PROJECT:
NOK 1 million/EUR 118,000. 
Norwegian co-producer required
No spending required in Norway
Deadline for application: February 2017

 

SØRFOND PITCHING FORUM
The pitching forum is annually held during Films from the South. 
Pitching new projects and meetings with potential Norwegian 
co-producers. Talks and debates on urgent issues: Finance and 
production, media platforms, film festivals.
Deadline for applications: August 1st every year.

More details at www.sorfond.com

MAP OF LATIN AMERICAN DREAMS, Martin Weber, Argentina
THE HEIRESSES, Marcelo Martinessi, Paraguay
WHERE LIFE IS BORN, Carlos Reygadas, Mexico 
RETABLO, Alvaro Delgado Aparicio, Peru 
CANDELARIA, Jhonny Hendrix, Colombia 
CACTUS FLOWER, Hala ElKoussy, Egypt 
WAJIB, Annemarie Jacir , Jordan/Palestine
THE IMMERSED FAMILY, Maria Alché, Argentina
CEMETERY OF SPLENDOUR, Apichatpong Weerasethakul,  
Thailand
LAMB, Yared Zeleke, Etiophia
MURDER IN PACOT, Raoul Peck, Haiti
LUXEMBOURG, Myroslav Slaboshpytskiy, Ukraine
I HATE MY LIFE, Kaouther Ben Hania, Tunisia
SAMUI SONG, Pen-ek Ratanaruang, Thailand
CEMETERY LIFE, Barbara Politsch, Phillipines
LA FAMILIA, Gustavo Rondón, Venezuela
SELLING HUMANS, Pankaj Johar, India
LOS HEREDEROS (THE HEIRS), Jorge Hernandez Aldana, Mexico
GITI – PARADISE IN HELL, Niyongabo Yves Montand, Rwanda
FLAPPING IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE, Diep Nguyen  
Hoang, Vietnam
ALGIERS BY NIGHT, Yanis Koussim, Algerie
A MAID FOR EACH, Maher Abi Samra, Lebanon
THE PAST WILL RETURN, Dina Hamza, Egypt
THE CHOSEN ONES, Arman Yeritsyan, Armenia
CHAR – THE ISLAND WITHIN, Sourav Sarang, India
DESHORA, Barbara Sarasola-Day, Argentina
YVY MARAEY, Juan Carlos Valdivia, Bolivia
DUKHTAR, Afia Nathaniel, Pakistan
PALESTINE STEREO, Rashid M

SUPPORTED FILMS  

THE UNTAMED, Amat Escalante, Mexico

BRAVING THE WAVES, Mina Keshavarz, Iran 
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The Forum consists of a well-connected program with networking 
sessions and different types of presentations on the topics of Nordic 
Arabic collaboration, co-production, distribution and new approaches 
to producing, distributing and screening film. MMF offers unique opp-
ortunities to meet the most interesting film professionals from The 
Nordic countries and the Arab world. The forum activities take place in 
The Forum Room, at the Radisson Blu Hotel, in Malmö.

This year’s programme gives the possibility to join in on the jour-
neys of four exciting film projects: a case study of the Egyptian The 
Clash and wip:s with The first MAFF Development Funding winner The 
Beauty and The Dogs, the all women team, Danish/Moroccan/Tuni-
sian, co-production Weight Throwers and the Swedish film noir, where 
Cairo is one of the main characters – The Nile Hilton Incident.

Presentations will be given by our invited Experts, which will give 
insight in how their organisations work and maybe reveal new possi-
bilties. And during three seminars we will meet dedicated distributors, 
regional co-production decision makers as well as dig deeper in to the 
map of The Arab Film Industry. 

Every day at 12.00 there will be networking sessions taking place in 
upper lobby. Among the invited are representatives, film professionals, 
producers and distributors from the Nordic and Arab film industry. The 
sessions mean a perfect opportunity to meet the right people at the 
right time and place, experienced people that can enable and facilitate 
future film projects in many different ways. Be there! 

Most welcome to the Forum Programme of 2016!
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  See next page for a map of Radisson Blu and page 121 for a map of Malmö

FORUM ROOM FUNDING ROOM SPEGELNMAIN HALL

Presentation: Luxor  
African Film Festival/Etisal

Presentation:  
Arab Camera Festival

Presentation:  
Oman Film Society

Presentation:  
Moroccan Delegation

Seminar:  
Dedicated Distributors

Presentation:  
Dubai Film Market

Work in Progress:  
Weight Throwers

Work in Progress:  
Beauty and the Dogs

Work in Progress:  
The Nile Hilton Incident

Workshop: 
Sound – The 
Challenge of 
Documentaries

Seminar: The map of  
the Arab Film Industry

Case Study:  
Clash

Seminar: Regional  
Co-production Masters

Opening

l Networking Session 

l Networking Session 

l Networking Session 

Southern Sweden  
Creatives Fika

Southern Sweden  
Creatives Fika

Southern Sweden  
Creatives Fika

MDF Doc

MDF Doc

MDF Feature

MDF Short

MDF Feature

MDF Short

MDF Feature

MDF Short

l Market screening: 
Ambulance 

l Market Screening: 
Kindil 

l Doc Post  
Production Platform 

l Oman Film Society 
Short Film Screening 

l Doc Post  
Production Platform 

l Doc Post  
Production Platform 

10.00

10.00

10.00

11.00

11.00

11.00

12.00

12.00

12.00

13.00

13.00

13.00

14.00

14.00

14.00

15.00

15.00

15.00

16.00

16.00

16.00

17.00

17.00

17.00

SATURDAY 1.10

SUNDAY 2.10

MONDAY 3.10

l Pre-registration required. Sign up via Eventival (vp.eventival.eu/maff)
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“Welcome to your friendly 
post production facilties in Malmö”

online | editing | color grading | vfx | motion graphics 

+46 (40) 29 87 40 | goodpost.se | stora kvarngatan 8 |  211 29 malmö | sweden

good ad.indd   1 2016-09-08   16:58:18
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S ARAB 
CAMERA 
FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY, 11.00–11.30

THE
DUBAI
FILM
MARKET
 MONDAY,13.00–13.30

THE ARAB CAMERA FESTIVAL is an artistic forum 
in which the cultural, political, social and artis-
tic conditions in the Arab world is shown in all 
its colours and from all angles. Films about hot 
topics in the Arab communities in Europe are 
programmed in the yearly festival. 

By doing this, Arab Camera Festival creates 
space for an open dialogue about art, human 
rights, emancipation and political freedom in 
Arab countries and in Europe as a whole and in 
the Netherlands in particular. 

The Arab Camera Festival considers the 
development of young talents of the utmost 
importance and therefore organizes workshops 
and master classes given by filmmakers from 
the Arab world and Europe. Furthermore, they 
dedicate a part of the program to experimental 
films and developing talent. 

The Arab Camera Festival is organized by the 
Foundation WaaR art and culture. The foun-
dation has several goals including promoting 
nuanced imaging in the cultural and societal 
atmosphere by producing or employment of 
audiovisual tools. 

Dutch people with Arab roots get the chance 
to stay updated on the latest developments in 
their countries of origin in a way that goes be-
yond official media, mosques or their own social 
networks and communities. The Arab Camera 
Festival offers a good occasion to attract urban 
youth that generally don’t feel attracted to 
mainstream cultural events. 

In this presentation Carla Tjon, board mem-
ber of the Arab Camera Festival, will talk about 
the work of Foundation WaaR art and culture 
and The Arab Camera Festival, which is taking 
place exactly the same time as MAFF, 29 Sep 
2016–2 Oct 2016!

THE DUBAI FILM MARKET (DFM) is the leading 
industry platform in the region, a gateway to 
one of the fastest growing film and television 
markets in the world. 

The DFM comprises a range of initiatives 
that facilitate business opportunities as well as 
support the creative industries. These include: 
Enjaaz which financially supports the post 
production of feature length Arab film projects 
and the production of short film by Gulf film-
makers; the Dubai Film Connection, a co-pro-
duction market for Arab filmmakers; Cinetech, 
a digital platform for the sales and acquisitions 
of films and TV content; the Forum, that pro-
vides a stage for discussions and an exchange 
of ideas and expertise; DIFFerent REALITY, 
that showcases an international selection of 
virtual reality experiences; Exhibition stands 
which offer excellent visibility to buyers, sellers, 
service providers and industry professionals to 
promote their products and services and the 
Dubai Distribution Programme, which presents 
independent filmmakers with the opportunity 
to showcase their films to a wider audience 
through a range of partnerships and activites. 
The DFM runs concurrently with the Dubai 
International Film Festival, from the 7th–14th of 
December, 2016. 

In her presentation Ayesha Chagla, Manager 
of the DFM will present the latest news, for ex-
ample the new section DIFFerent REALITY, as 
well as submission possibilities and dates for the 
upcoming festival and market in December.

Carla Tjon is a board member of the Arab Camera 
Festival Rotterdam since 2012. Parallel and prior to the 
festival she’s been affiliated with various Dutch media 
and cultural organisations (a.o. Rotterdam Arts Council, 
Eutopia Institute) as researcher, editor, programmer and 
financial manager. Born in Surinam from parents who 
fled China during the regime of Mao, her working field 
lies strongly in the themes of migration and integration. 
She holds a Master’s degree in Arts & Culture studies 
from the Erasmus University Rotterdam.

Ayesha Chagla is the Manager of the Dubai Film 
Market (DFM). Prior to joining the festival, Ayesha 
worked in film production and development as well as 
in broadcast journalism. She holds a BA in psychology 
and sociology from the University of Auckland in New 
Zealand.
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LUXOR
AFRICAN
FESTIVAL/
ETISAL
FILM FUND
 SATURDAY, 11.00–11.30

OMAN
FILM SOCIETY
 MONDAY, 13.00–13.30

MOROCCAN
DELEGATION
 SATURDAY, 13.00–13.30

THE 6TH EDITION OF The Luxor African Festi-
val will take place 16–22 of March, 2017. LAFF 
consists of four competitions: Long Narratives, 
Long Documentaries, Short Films (Narratives 
and Documentaries) and The International 
Competition of Freedom Films, beside other 
special sections. 

The festival is open for submission until 
December 15, 2016, for films from African 
countries by African filmmakers except for al- 
Husseiny Abou-Deif Freedom & Human Rights 
Competition; which welcomes films from all 
over the world. 

Right now the call is also open for a script-
writing development workshop for long narra-
tive, which will be held during the 6th edition 
of Luxor. 

In 2013 LAFF established a new platform, to 
shoulder the young African directors—the ETI-
SAL film fund.The result is the production of 60 
mini short films, funding of about seven shorts 
and development of eight long features from 
Ethiopia, Rwanda, Madagascar, Sudan, Uganda, 
Morocco, Ivory Coast, Togo and Egypt. 

During her talk Azza Elhosseiny, the director 
of LAFF and Etisal, will present the long nar-
ratives chosen to be supported by Etisal during 
the upcoming year. As well as a possibility for 
this year’s MAFF Market Forum participants.

THE OMAN FILM SOCIETY has 
played a key role in encouraging 
the craft among local Omanis by 
holding seminars and training 
workshops for aspiring filmmak-
ers. Experimental, non-commer-
cial films are picking up, there 
is increasing interest among the 
youth and a number of institutes 
are now emerging in Oman to 
offer short media courses. While 
the feature film industry may still 
seem nascent in Oman, the Gulf 
state has more than 83 shorts and 
documentaries to its credit. 

The Oman Film Society, which 
was established in 2002, is also 

working to find new ways of dis-
tribution, and to raise awareness 
about the local film and the history 
of Oman among the local audi-
ence. The Muscat Film Festival, in-
stituted in 2001, is one of the their 
tools to bring international films 
to the country, and has acted as a 
catalyst in introducing different 
genres of cinema to the audience. 

In this presentation Dr Al 
Zadjali, the Cairman of The 
Oman Film Society, will share 
his thoughts around The Oman 
Film Society and their work, as 
well as the Oman film industry as 
a whole. 

THIS YEAR’S MAFF programme pre-
sents a Moroccan focus with films 
wanting to show the real image of 
Morroco. Films directed by a new 
generation addressing social issues 
in an artistic context and of brave 
point of view. In the programme 
we find four feature films, two 
documentaries and four shorts. 
The festival and market are also 
happy to be able to welcome a big 
Moroccan delegation to Malmö. 

The Moroccan focus is present-
ed in cooperation with the Mo-
roccan Film Center, the Festival 
International du Cinéma d’auteur 
de Rabat, the Committee of film 
in Rabat, and the federation of 
international festivals in Morroco. 
During this presentation they will 
give us a an update about their 
work and today’s Moroccan film 
art and industry.

Azza Elhosseiny is the Director of LAFF and Etisal. 
She started as an actress and assistant editor, but then 
focused on directing. Azza has directed a number of 
documentaries for Egyptian TV and became active in the 
independent culture movement in theater and cinema, 
working with NGO:s and cultural spaces. She has been 
the director of Independent Art Season for nine years, a 
member of the Independent Cultural Coalition and has 
founded the Nawafez project for cinema clubs in Egypt. 
Azza is now working on her first long feature film.

Dr Khalid Al Zadjali is the Chairman of The Oman Film Society, as well as a renowned 
filmmaker and producer and a consultant to the Oman Public Authority for TV and 
Radio. He produced and directed the first Omani feature film. Al Boom (2006) followed 
by his second feature, Aseel (2012), that premiered at the Dubai International Film 
Festival. His passion for films and love of the craft has given an identity to the almost 
non-existent film industry in the Gulf state.
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S DEDICATED DISTRIBUTORS:

DISTRIBUTION 
POSSIBILITIES  
IN SWEDEN
SUNDAY, 13.00–13.45

FOLKETS BIO IS Sweden’s leading arthouse 
distribution company. In the forefront of inde-
pendent and arthouse distribution in Sweden 
for four decades (since 1973), they acquire, 
distribute and exhibit around 25 films (Swedish 
and international) per year. 

They run their own movie theatre chain with 
screens in 17 cities—upgraded to accommodate 
new digital screening formats—but also dis-
tributes through other cinema chains, striving 
to achieve a good mix of gender-, nationality-, 
queer- and social representation. 

Sveriges Television (SVT) is the Swedish 
public service television company with the 
widest range of programming in Sweden. SVT 

has a strong documentary tradition and the 
documentary department serves three weekly 
slots with an output of more than 100 new titles 
a year. SVT’s culture department also has a 
weekly arts & culture slot, K special. Additional 
international programming is acquired by SVT’s 
acquisition department. 

In this seminar Marie Strauss, Head of Acqui-
sitions at Folkets Bio, and Charlotte Madsen, 
Commissioning Editor for documentaries at 
SVT, talks about the distribution possibilities in 
Sweden in general, and for Arab films in par-
ticular. 

Moderator: Camilla Larsson, Forum Coordinator

MARIE STRAUSS 
Head of Acquisitions, Folkets Bio 

Marie has been the Head of acquisitions at Folkets Bio’s distribution 
since 2000. She, and Folkets Bio, acquires around 12 full-length films 
every year, striving to achieve a good mix of gender-, nationality-, queer 
and social representation. Marie is present at most big international festi-
vals but also attends smaller markets. Marie is a member oft the board of 
the organisation Europa Distributions and has been a regular member of 
the jury at Cinemafrica festival, where the award consisted of distibution 
by Folkets Bio.

CHARLOTTE MADSEN 
Commissioning Editor for documentaries, SVT 

Charlotte started working for SVT’s arts & culture slot K special in 2013 
but is now based in Malmoe, commissioning for SVT’s prime time 
documentary slot focusing on human interest and social issues. She has 
a background in international sales and previously worked as editor of 
documentaries and co-productions at DR Sales.

PANEL
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DRAWING THE MAP OF THE ARAB FILM INDUSTRY:

THE LATEST NEWS FROM 
MAD SOLUTIONS AND  
ARAB CINEMA CENTER
SATURDAY, 16.00–16.45

MAD SOLUTIONS IS the first Pan-Arab independ-
ent studio and fully integrative marketing and 
creative consultancy for the Arab film and 
entertainment Industry. Under the umbrella of 
MAD Solutions, the studio is supported by five 
pillars: MAD Marketing, MAD Content, MAD 
Distribution, MAD Culture and MAD Celeb-
rity, which together are helping to usher in an 
exciting new generation of Arab filmmakers and 
entertainment talent. 

In 2015 MAD Solutions created The Arab 
Cinema Center, with the mission to function 
as an international platform to promote Arab 
cinema and provide access to the best of Arab 
talent, films and companies participating in key 
film festivals. Since then the center has worked 
in different ways to create bigger opportunities 

for the Arab film industry. Work followed by 
evaluation collection of feedback, to build an 
even stronger and more sustainable structure 
for the ACC. 

In this seminar we will hear more about the 
work of ACC, the state of the Arab film industry 
and take part of experiences from film produc-
ing in the area. 

Panel: Alaa Karkouti, MAD founder and 
film analyst; Hani Osama, producer of the 
festival closing film Hepta; Andreas Rocksén, 
from Swedish production company Laika Film 
&Television, right now finishing the work with 
the first MAFF Development Funding winner, 
Beauty and the Dogs.   

Moderator: Camilla Larsson, Forum Coordinator

ALAA KARKOUTI 
Co-founder, MAD Solutions 

Alaa is a renowned film analyst and an 
influential professional within the cinema 
and entertainment industry in the Arab 
world. He has participated in various pan-
els and juries in film festivals worldwide. 
Alaa has also worked in film distribution, 
film production and theater management. 
He established three cinema magazines 
during the first ten years of the Millennium.

HANI OSAMA 
Co-founder, The Producers 

Hani co-founded the company The 
Producers. He is the executive producer 
and the managing director; managing a 
team of 30 employees ranging between 
producers, unit managers, production 
managers, etc ... He is the man behind 
the vision of growing the company with its 
own equipment and studio to make it one 
of the biggest production companies in 
Egypt asset-wise.

ANDREAS ROCKSÉN 
Managing Director,  
Laika Film & Television AB

Andreas is the Managing Director of Laika 
Film & Television AB. He is an outmost 
experienced journalist, director and 
producer (Eurodoc graduate 2012). He is 
a many times awarded producer/ director 
of Documentary films. Since 2004 Laika 
Film & Television have produced more 
than 30 films and reports for Swedish and 
International markets.

PANEL
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THE REGIONAL FILM FUNDS ARE, together with 
the Swedish Film Institute, the far most impor-
tant financiers of film production in Sweden. 

Film Väst in western Sweden is one of 
Europe’s most successful co-producers and 
Scandinavia´s preeminent regional film fund. 
Each year millions of cinema goers all over the 
world see a production co-produced by Film 
Väst.

Film i Skåne, with the Ystad Studios facili-
ties, in the south, is a regional center for film 
with the task of promoting all aspects of film. 
Through the co-production of short, documen-
tary, feature films and TV series, FISK attracts 
capital that is spent in the region on services, 
facilities, and labour that helps develop the 
audiovisual infrastructure in Skåne.

In this seminar Ami Ekström, Senior Execu-
tive Co-Productions, at Film Väst and Joakim 
Strand, Head of production, at Film i Skåne give 
the full picture of their regional co-production 
possibilities.

Moderator: Camilla Larsson, Forum Coordinator

REGIONAL  
CO-PRODUCTION  
MASTERS
MONDAY 16.00-16.45

AMI EKSTRÖM
Senior Executive Co-Productions, 
Film Väst

Ami graduated as a producer from Hög-
skolan Väst, and has since then worked 
in different positions at Film Väst. Ami 
has among other films co-produced the 
shorts Moms on fire (Berlin, 2016), Fight 
on a Swedish Beach (Cannes, 2016), The 
Committee (Locarno, 2016) and Because 
the World Never Stops (Toronto, 2016).

JOAKIM STRAND
Head of Production, Film i Skåne

Joakim has worked in various positions 
at Film i Skåne since 2001. After holding 
the position as commissioning editor for 
feature films, he stepped up to the posi-
tion as Head of Production in 2013. 

PANEL
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THE EGYPTIAN FILM Clash, directed by Moham-
ed Diab opened the Certain Regard section in 
Cannes in May. It has also has been selected to 
represent Egypt at the 2017 Academy Awards in 
the Best Foreign Language Film category.

In this case study Mohamed Hefzy, the pro-
ducer of the film, will tell the story: from idea, to 
method, through the difficulties and challenges, 
to a finished film with a premiere in Cannes 
where the film became one of the thrilling talks 
of the town, which started a journey towards 
further festivals and additional success.

Moderator: Camilla Larsson, Forum Coordinator

CLASH:
FROM THE BACK OF A
CAIRO POLICE TRUCK TO
BIG BUZZ IN CANNES
SUNDAY 16.00–16.45

CASE 
STUDY

MOHAMED DIAB 
Director

Mohamed Diab is a writer and director 
whose work often centers on pressing 
issues concerning Egyptian society. He’s 
known for his directorial debut film Cairo 
678 and was the writer of The Island films 
which are considered the highest grossing 
Egyptian and Arabic films of all times. It is 
often quoted and referenced in Egyptian 
pop culture and was also the 2007 Egyp-
tian nomination for the Academy Awards. 
After being heavily involved in the 2011 
Egyptian revolution, Diab wanted to make 
a film about the revolution – Clash.

FILM CLINIC 

Film Clinic is An Egyptian production 
company, considered as one of the lead-
ing ones in the MENA region, that not only 
creates unique features but also empow-
ers talents to do so. The company was 
founded in 2005 and is managed by the 
producer and scriptwriter Mohamed Hefzy.

The company philosophy is to blend 
the creative, vibrant ideas of the young 
generation with the expertise of the best 
in cinema, in order to present strong 
movies to audiences of exquisite tasteand 
an equal admiration to the beloved silver 
screen. In 2015 Fortress Film Clinic was 
established in Dubai, in cooperation with 
Fortress Capital Investments, with the 
aim to collaborate with other production 
companies to produce, develop, and 
distribute film and TV projects in the Arab 
and international markets.

MOHAMED HEFZY 
Producer

Mohamed Hefzy has established his sta-
tus as one of the most prominent young 
scriptwriters and producers in the Arab 
world over the last ten years. In 2005, he 
founded Film Clinic as a development and 
production company, and in 10 years, he 
has already produced and co-produced 
more than 20 feature films in Egypt, the 
US, the UK and the Arab world. In 2013, 
he was the only Arab to be selected by 
Screen International magazine as one 
of the 30 future leading producers globally.
His latest works include Aswar Al Amar 
(Wallsof the Moon) and From A to B, 
which opened the Abu Dhabi Film Festival 
in 2014. Recently, Hefzy has written the 
action thriller Warda (2014), the first film to 
be created in Found-Footage style in the 
Arab world. Hefzy acted as executive pro-
ducer for the thriller The Pyramid (2014) 
in association with SilvatarMedia and Fox 
International

PANEL
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BEAUTY AND THE DOGS was the first winner of the 
MAFF Development Funding, for co-productions 
between Sweden and the Arab World, in 2015.

The jury’s motivation went:

“The jury decided to give the first Develop-
ment Funding for co-productions between 
Sweden and the Arab World to a team that 
developed an original and strong story based 
on true events where the cinematic style will 
underline the emotional content. The film is 
characterized by its depth and seriousness in 
addition with high artistic values. (…)”

The film, written and directed by Kaouther Ben 
Hania, deals with a young woman in Tunis who 
is abused by two police officers and her strug-
gle for justice.The project is a co-production 
between Tunisian Cinetelefilms, Swedish Laika 
Film, Tanit Films in France, Integral Film in 
Norway and Abbout Productions in Lebanon. 
After winning the grant at MAFF Market Forum, 
project received further support from The 
Swedish Film Institute and secured partnership 
with Film Väst and Chimney Group. 

In this work in progress Andreas Rocksén, 
from Laika Film and Television, and Habib At-
tia, from CineTeleFilms, will give us an insight 
in the work with the project, which has been 
shot in May and June 2016. The project is now in 
postproduction and its delivery is scheduled in 
May 2017 at latest.

Moderator. Camilla Larsson. Forum Coordinator

LAIKA FILM  
& TELEVISION
Laika Film & Television is 
an independent film pro-
duction company. Since 
2004 they have produced 
a number of reports and 
documentaries on sub-
jects that engage, reveals 
and creates debate. The 
films have been recog-
nized with awards and 
nominations all over the 
globe. They produce 
journalistic reports and 
films on a regular basis 
for SVT, NRK and Al 
Jazeera Network.

Recently Laika Film & 
Television AB has also 
entered into international 
feature film projects with 
the ambition to bring new 
stories to life.

CINETELEFILMS
CineTeleFilms is, since 1983, 
one of the leading production 
companies in Tunisia and 
The Arab World. They have 
produced more than twenty 
feature films and about fifty 
creative documentaries, which 
were distributed worldwide 
and most of them awarded 
in important festivals like 
Cannes, Venice, Locarno and 
Toronto. CineTeleFilms built 
its credibility around a clear 
strategy: sincerity, freedom of 
creation and taboo trans-
gressing and tackling.

Cinema and TV producer, 
Habib Attia is the managing 
director. Among his produc-
tions are Laila’s Birthday, by 
Rashid Masharawi.

DIRECTOR’S BIO
Kaouther Ben Hania studied cinema in Tunisia and in 
Paris. She directed several shorts including Wooden 
hand (2013). Her documentary film Imams go to school 
was premiered at IDFA 2010. Challat of Tunis her first 
feature film, opened the ACID section at the Cannes 
Film Festival 2014. Her latest film Zaineb Hates the 
Snow has been premiered in the official selection at 
Locarno Film Festival 2016.

BEAUTY AND THE DOGS 
SUNDAY 14.00–14.45

PANEL
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WORK IN PROGRESS: 

THE NILE HILTON INCIDENT 
MONDAY 14.00–14.45

TARIK SALEH
Director

Tarik Saleh was born in Stockholm in 
1972. His latest film Tommy, a thriller 
placed in Stockholm’s underworld pre-
miered nationwide in Swedish theaters 
in March 2014. Metropia, an animation 
feature for adults with Vincent Gallo, Juli-
ette Lewis, Stellan Skarsgård and Udo 
Kier in leading roles premiered in Venice 
2009 as opening film for the Critics  
week. Tarik Saleh has also co-directed 
several award winning documentaries, 
such as GITMO — The New Rules of 
War. His music video for Lykke Li I 
Follow Rivers has had some 45 million 
views on Youbtube. 

KRISTINA ÅBERG
Producer, founder and CEO, 
Atmo. 

Kristina Åberg’s documentary, Regretters 
by Marcus Lindeen, was awarded best 
documentary in Sweden 2011 and Best 
documentary at Prix Europa. In 2010 
Kristina was named Producer of the Year 
in Sweden for Tarik Saleh’s Metropia. 
She has also produced GITMO – The 
New rules of War. She is the executive 
producer for Erik Gandini’s award-
winning Videocracy and Lisa Aschan’s 
award winning feature She Monkeys. 
Her latest project is Tarik Saleh’s thriller 
Tommy that premiered in March 2017.

THE STORY TAKES PLACE in Cairo weeks before 
the revolution 2011. A Police Detective working 
in the in-famous Kasr el-Nil Police Station, gets 
handed the case of a murdered singer. Quickly 
he realizes that the investigation concerns the 
very power elite, leading the whole way up the 
close circle around the president. 

When the shooting was supposed to start in 
Egypt, in the fall of 2015, dramatic events forced 
the team to move to Morocco. The Nile Hilton 
Incident is now fully shot and close to a finished 
film. In this work in progress producer Kristina 
Åberg and director Tarik Saleh will give us an in-
sight in to their journey, and a taste of the result.

 The Nile Hilton Incident is a co-production 
with Film Väst, Final Cut For Real (DK) and 
Ostlicht (Germany), SVT, Chimney Pot, Ghost 
and Nordsvensk filmunderhållning, with the 
support from SFI, DFI, MDM, Creative Europe 
och Eurimages. Sales Agent is Match Factory 
and Scandinavian distributor Scanbox. 

PANEL
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WEIGHT THROWERS is a creative documentary 
created within a unique cooperation between 
three countries – Denmark, Morocco and Tunis. 
The film, which has an all women team, is 
directed by Moroccan director Hind Bensari, 
produced by Danish Bullitt Film and Tunisian 
CineTeleFilms.The project, which was present-
ed at last year’s MAFF Market Forum has now 
gone into production. It has been supported by 
Doha, Danida, DR, 2M, Francophonie, SANAD, 
IMS and Creative Europe, among others. 

It is the story about a very unusual friend-
ship between two disabled young men from 
Morocco.

When Azzedine Nouri took the Gold at 
London Paralympics in shot put, he decided to 
do the most of it. He helped his disabled friends 
in Safi to get going, and now they’ve acchieved 
something they hardly dared dream of; They 
are shining at the Rio Paralympics 2016. 

In this work Vibeke Fogel, from Bullit Film 
and Habib Attia, from CineTeleFilms, will give 
us an insight in their ongoing working process. 

Moderator. Camilla Larsson. Forum Coordinator

WORK IN PROGRESS (WORKING TITLE): 

WEIGHT THROWERS
SATURDAY 14.00–14.45

VIBEKE VOGEL
Producer

Vibeke Vogel established Bullitt Film in 2007 and has been 
the company’s director and lead producer since then. Lat-
est documentary releases are Karen Stokkendal Poulsens 
award winning The Agreement, Inuk Silis Høeghs highly 
acclaimed music documentary Sume – The Sound of a 
revolution, presented at Berlin Panorama Programme in 
2015. She has held the position of Chairman for the Coun-
cil for Documentary Films under the Danish Filminstitute 
as well as for Nordisk Panorama 2010–2013.

HABIB ATTIA
Co-producer

Habib Attia is the managing director of CineTeleFilms. 
They have produced more than twenty feature films and 
about fifty creative documentaries. Among Habibs produc-
tions are Laila’s Birthday, by Rashid Masharawi. which was 
selected for festivals like Toronto, San Sebastian, Chicago, 
Tokyo and Bagdad’s Angel, that won the Best Documen-
tary Award in Doha Int. Film Festival in 2010. 

HIND BENSARI 
Director

Born in 1987 in Casablanca, Hind Bensari quit her job as 
Business Development Manager to produce and direct 
her first documentary 475: Break the Silence, released 
in 2013 in Morocco. The film received critical acclaim 
both nationally and internationally and has been widely 
distributed internationally. Hind has now fully converted to 
documentary filmmaking and artistic expressions. 
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RECORDING AND CREATING sound for a docu-
mentary is often a technical and artistic chal-
lenge. In this workshop we will address the 
challenges in creating good sound recordings 
when shooting a documentary. You want the 
sound from your shooting to be the best without 
it distracting your subjects or disrupting the 
artistic setup. In this workshop we will learn 
more about different techniques and usages of 
microphones of all types and sizes. As well as 
about the different methods that can be used to 
salvage and/or mask the recorded sound in post 
production to optimise the overall sound design 
and story.

SOUND – THE 
CHALLENGE OF 
DOCUMENTARIES 
SUNDAY 14.00–16.00

W
ORKSHOP

TONEMESTRENE APS 
At Tonemestrene you will find some 
of the most competent, innovative, 
dedicated and creative sound designers, 
mixers and production-sound mixers in 
Denmark. They have a broad experience 
in audio post-production, mixing and 
sound recording for feature films, televi-
sion and other audio visual productions. 
The teams resumes and many nomi-
nated and award-winning productions 
tell a story of dedication, artistic creation 
and budget responsibility. They work 
with all genres in any format and have 
studios, mixing rooms and recording 
equipment at their disposal.







SLEEPRISE MUSIC PRODUCTION

"We are experts in the art of music. 

Our extensive knowledge, skills and passion provide a range of

styles and moods to encompass your ideas in order to enhance your project. 

We have a special sound at Sleeprise, combining classical 

and modern styles for a unique and evocative experience.

We create an emotional journey for all to take. "

www.sleeprisemusic.com
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The Exhibition area is a 
space dedicated to show-
casing film professionals, 
companies and organi-
zations during the MAFF 
Market Forum, open to all 
guests with MMF Accredi-
tation. 

The exhibition area 
proudly presents a wide 
range of exhibitors, from 
umbrella organizations in 
film promotion to produc-
tion companies and news 
outlets. It is an excellent 
opportunity to learn about 
the exhibiting profes-
sionals and extend your 
network. 

The Exhibition is 
housed in Christinehof 
at MAFF Market Forum, 
next to the rooms of the 
Forum and Funding. 

Welcome!

EXHIBITORS
1. Arab Camera Festival

2. Arab Cinema Center 

3. Arab Cinema in Sweden

4. Film Clinic 

5. La Voix du Soudan

6. Laika Film

7. Luxor African Film Festival

8. MAD Solutions

9. Moroccan Center for Cinematography

10. NDUIFF

11. Oman Film Society

12. ÖresundsPuls

13. Seat 26

14. Southern Sweden Creatives

15. The Producers

16. The Imaginarium Films
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THE ARAB CAMERA FESTIVAL is an artistic forum in which 
the cultural, political, social and artistic conditions in the 
Arab world is shown in all its colours and from all angles. 
Films about hot topics in the Arab communities in Europe 
are programmed in our yearly festival. By doing this, Arab 
Camera Festival creates space for an open dialogue about art, 
human rights, emancipation and political freedom in Arab 
countries and in Europe as a whole and in the Netherlands in 
particular.

Dutch people with Arab roots get the chance to stay up-
dated on the latest developments in their countries of origin 
in a way that goes beyond official media, mosques or their 
own social networks and communities. 

The Arab Camera Festival is organized by the Founda-
tion WaaR art and culture. The foundation has several goals 
including promoting nuanced imaging in the cultural and 
societal atmosphere by producing or employment of audio-
visual tools.

The foundation strives to realize its goal by a number of 
means such as:

 l  producing audiovisual tools and products and encour-
aging others to do so
l  organizing workshops, art and film festivals as well as 

other events in which audiovisual media are preferably one 
of the employed disciplines and encouraging others to do so.
l  all other visual tools that stimulate this goal.

BORN FROM THE PASSION to support Arab films presence 
internationally and boost interest in Arab cinema, culture and 
business, MAD Solutions formed ACC. The first edition was 
launched at Berlinale’s EFM 2015 followed by a second edition 
at Cannes’ Marche du Film in 2015. The Arab Cinema Center 
is an international platform to promote Arab cinema, provide 
access to the best Arab talent, films and companies participat-
ing in key festivals, and will disseminate information interna-
tionally concerning film production in the Arab world. 

Sponsors: Variety, Striim.in, Festival Scope, .Film
Partners: Film Clinic, ART, Royal Film Commission, The 

Producers, Seat 26, Crystal Dog, I Productions, S Entertain-
ment, MAFF, The Friends, Robert Bosch Stiftung, Minaa, 
Salam Prod, Birthmark Films, ZUMEFF, ACIS, MAD Solu-
tions, Carthage Film Festival, Support Arab Cinema powered 
by Imagenation, Movie Pigs, The Imaginarium Films, TV.AE, 
Red Star Productions, Screen Institute Beirut, Tharwa Pro-
ductions, Odeh Films, Arab Film Festival, Iraqi Independent 
Film Center, Zat Studio, FIFOG

BORN FROM THE PASSION to support Arab films presence 
internationally and boost interest in Arab cinema, culture 
and The Imaginarium Films is a Jordanian production 
house, aiming at creating original audiovisual content that 
is captivating to audiences regionally and internationally, 
with an entertaining sense. 

Carla Tjon, board member of  
the Arab Film Festival Rotterdam.

Rula Nasser, 
Founder, Producer

ARAB 
CAMERA 
FESTIVAL

ARAB 
CINEMA 
CENTER

THE IMAGINARIUM 
FILMS

EXHIBITORS
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FILM CLINIC was founded in 2005 and is managed by the 
renowned Producer and Scriptwriter Mohamed Hefzy. 

Film Clinic is now considered one of the leading produc-
tion companies in the MENA region that not only creates 
unique features but also empowers talents to do so. 

We have a passion for the filmmaking industry as we enjoy 
operating in all its diverse fields on both national and interna-
tional platforms. 

Our philosophy is to blend the creative, vibrant ideas of the 
young generation with the expertise of the best in cinema in 
order to present strong movies to audiences of exquisite taste 
and an equal admiration to the beloved silver screen. 

MAD SOLUTIONS IS the first pan-Arab independent studio and 
fully integrative marketing and creative consultancy for the 
Arab film and entertainment industry. Under the Umbrella of 
MADSolutions, the studio is supported by five pillars: MAD 
Marketing, MAD Content, MAD Distribution, MAD Culture 
and MAD Celebrity, which together are helping to usher in an 
exciting new generation of Arab filmmakers and entertain-
ment talents.

Mohamed Hefzy, 
Producer

Alaa Karkouti, Founder, Managing 
Partner
Maher Diab, Co-Founder, Art Director
Nada Howaidy, Account Manager
Kareem Samy, Account Manager
Siza Zayed, Account Manager

FILM CLINICMAD 
SOLUTIONS

EXHIBITORS

REPRESENTATIVE

SEAT 26 is a production company with an aim to support 
young filmmakers achieve their film projects. The company 
invests in student films and produces short and feature (fic-
tion / documentary) films for first and second time filmmak-
ers. From a cultural and educational perspective, Seat 26 
conducts industry-related workshops.

Aya Al Blouchi,  
Founder and Managing 
Partner

SEAT 26

Jac Mulder,  
Director
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ARAB CINEMA IN SWEDEN (ACIS) is a distribution company 
for Arabic films in Sweden. ACIS is a unique organization 
that was founded with the belief in cinema as a tool to reach 
across borders and to work for a greater diversity of stories 
among the films screened in Swedish theaters. The main 
objective of Arab Cinema in Sweden is to complement the 
general film selection in Swedish theaters, with the aim to 
broadening the cinemas’ audiences, as well as to bring new 
stories to their regulars. 

Arab Cinema in Sweden has had theatrical releases of 
films such as Mohamed Khan’s Factory Girl (Egypt, 2013) 
and Khadija Al Salami’s Nojoom Age 10 and Divorced (Yemen, 
2014). In November 2016 Arab Cinema in Sweden will 
present Mai Masri’s award-winning feature film 3000 Nights 
(Palestine, 2015) in Swedish theaters. 

Arab Cinema in Sweden is a part of Malmö Arab Film 
Festival. 

ARAB CINEMA  
IN SWEDEN

REPRESENTATIVE

THE PRODUCERS is an Egyptian production company that was 
established in 2000 by prominent director Hadi El Bagoury 
and Executive Producer Hani Osama.

Hani Osama,  
Founder, Managing 
Partner, Producer

THE 
PRODUCERS
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LA VOIX DE SOUDAN is a leading Musical group in Mali. 
Specially composed of young people, the group Voice of the 
Sudan is committed to enhance the tradition of Mande musi-
cal culture, particularly in Mali and its environments. 
We organize public and private concerts throughout Mali.

The Group Executive Board can arrange cultural perfor-
mances wherever the need arises.

It also attests to our last show in region of Mopti titled 
Peace In Mopti last year 15 to 30 July 2015.

LAIKA FILM & TELEVISION is a production company niched 
in investigative documentary films and reports. The goal is 
to produce revealing and appealing films that engage and 
affect their audiences and create debate and discussion. 
Andreas Rocksén is the managing director of Laika Film 
& Television AB. He is an outmost experienced journalist, 
director and producer (Eurodoc graduate 2012). He is a many 
times awarded producer/director of documentary films 
and awards. Since 2004 Laika Film & Television AB have 
produced more than 30 films and reports for Swedish and 
international markets. 

Andreas Rocksén,  
Managing Director

Patrick Traore,
General Manager

LA VOIX  
DU SOUDAN

LAIKA 
FILM & 
TELEVISION

EXHIBITORS
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THE LUXOR AFRICAN FILM FESTIVAL was established in 2011. 
The idea was to create a platform for African films and to 
support African filmmakers, using the beautiful city of Luxor 
as the main venue, which can be described as the biggest 
open air museum in the world, with the aim to decentralise 
from Cairo and Alexandria, where most cultural events take 
place in Egypt. 

The festival’s 6th edition will take place 16 – 22 of March, 
2017. LAFF consists of four competitions: Long Narratives, 
Long Documentaries, Short Films (Narratives and Documen-
taries) and The International Competition of Freedom Films, 
beside other special sections.

In 2013 LAFF created a new platform, to shoulder the 
young African directors, when LAFF director Azza Elhos-
seiny established the ETISAL film fund, with the mission to 
give the young African filmmakers the possibility to express 
freely their skills and talents through filmmaking and to 
promote their work globally. 

THE CENTRE CINÉMATOGRAPHIQUE MAROCAIN (CCM – Moroc-
can Centre for Cinematography) is one of the world’s oldest 
public establishments tasked with regulating and promoting 
the Moroccan film; the centre is runned under the oversight 
of the Minister of Communication. The main mission of the 
centre is to support the national film industry, promote the Mo-
roccan cinema, regulate the various national film sectors and to 
promote international co-production with and in Morocco. The 
center also aims to preserve the Moroccan film culture, and to 
work with archiving as well as construction of film libraries.

FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL DU CINÉMA D’AUTEUR DE RABAT is 
an annual film festival in Rabat which focuses on the artistic 
aspects of cinema and film culture. The festival has a strong 
focus on both traditional art house film from all over the 
world as well as new innovative Moroccan cinema. The fes-
tival was established in 1994 and has become an important 
platform for showcasing new art house film in Morocco.

Connected expert partners—Committee of film in Rabat 
and federation of international festivals in Morroco.

Azza Elhosseiny, Executive Director 
LAFF

Sarim Fassi Fihri, Director of Moroccan Centre for Cinematography
Mohamed Ghazali, General Secretary of Ministère de la Communication
Abdelhak Mantrach, President of Festival International du Film d’Auteurs 
de Rabat, and President of Commission Film de Rabat, Salé, Kenitra 
Mohamed Belghouate, Director of l’Institut Supérieur des Métiers de 
l’Audiovisuel et de Cinéma
Khalil Lougmani, Commission Film de Rabat, Salé, Kenitra 
Hassan Mouttaqi, Moroccan Centre for Cinematography
Tariq Khalami, Moroccan Centre for Cinematography
Malak Dahmouni, Festival de Rabat du Film d’Auteurs

LUXOR 
AFRICAN 
FILM 
FESTIVAL

MOROCCAN 
CENTRE FOR 
CINEMATOGRAPHY

FESTIVAL 
INTERNATIONAL DU 
CINÉMA D’AUTEUR 
DE RABAT
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THE OMAN FILM SOCIETY has played a key role in encouraging 
the craft among local Omanis by holding seminars and train-
ing workshops for aspiring filmmakers. Experimental, non-
commercial films are picking up, there is increasing interest 
among the youth and a number of institutes are now emerg-
ing in Oman to offer short media courses. While the feature 
film industry may still seem nascent in Oman, the Gulf state 
has more than 83 shorts and documentaries to its credit.

The Oman Film Society, which was established in 2002, 
is also working to find new ways of distribution, and to raise 
awareness about the local film and the history of Oman 
among the local audience. The Muscat Film Festival, insti-
tuted in 2001, is one of the their tools to bring international 
films to the country, and has acted as a catalyst in introducing 
different genres of cinema to the audience.

THE NDU INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (NDUIFF) is a short 
film festival founded in 2007 at Notre Dame University and 
celebrated annually in November. The mission of NDUIFF 
is to (a) promote young filmmakers by screening their films 
to a large audience base and (b), to promote their talents and 
artistic excellence. NDUIFF accepts both Lebanese and in-
ternational short films in three categories: Fiction, Documen-
tary, and Animation. Applicants may be graduating students 
or independent filmmakers. 

NDUIFF has launched in 2015 its funding program for 
Lebanese short films, with an inter-Arab development fund-
ing in collaboration with Malmo Arab Film Festival. 

Moreover, and as a token of respect for our international 
participants, we invite all participating filmmakers to attend 
their films screening in Beirut, and to participate in all the 
festival activities. 

Dr Khalid Al Zadjali, chairmanSam Lahoud, Founder and Director
Nicolas Khabbaz, Co-Founder and 
Program & Artistic Director

OMAN FILM 
SOCIETY

NDUIFF
EXHIBITORS
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THE SOUTHERN SWEDEN CREATIVES exhibition presents 
9 companies, festivals and organisations from Southern 
Sweden, all looking for business opportunities and partner-
ships abroad, and of which will present at the daily 15.00 Fika 
with Southern Sweden Creatives in the MMF Lounge (see 
page 82 for more info). Visitors will also be able to chat with 
project representatives about other business opportunities in 
southern Sweden, so don’t hesitate to ask us if you would like 
to know more about doing business here or partnering with 
any of our talent.

This exhibition is presented in the framework of the 
Southern Sweden Creatives project which supports small 
and medium- sized companies from the cultural and creative 
industries to grow internationally. The project is co-financed 
by the European Union Regional Development Fund and the 
Swedish Agency for Economic Growth.

Rachelle Lacharité, Communications 
Officer, Invest in Skåne
Andrea Kviecinska, Business Devel-
oper, Invest in Skåne
Karin Benjaminsson, Business Devel-
opment Manager, Invest in Skåne
Maria Larsson, Business Development 
Manager, Invest in Skåne

SOUTHERN 
SWEDEN 
CREATIVES

Southern Sweden Creatives is co-financed by: 

EXHIBITORS

REPRESENTATIVE

ÖRESUNDSPULS is a bilingual Arabic and Swedish newspaper 
and WebTV. It was established in 2015, and the aim is to help 
new arrivals and established migrants from the Arabic speak-
ing community to navigate within the Swedish society.

The content is covering various aspects of migration and 
integration, and ÖresundsPuls wishes to be a trustful source 
of information while providing an open space and safe 
environment for participatory conversations and dialogue. 
ÖresundsPuls intends to function as a mediator between 
different institutions and societal entities across cultural and 
linguistic divides.

With communication for development at the core of its 
mission, ÖresundsPuls provides tailored media solutions 
(i.e. campaigns, multimedia coverage and awareness raising 
material) for the Swedish public and private sector aiming to 
reach out to the Arabic speaking audience in Skåne. 

The printed newspaper reaches 20,000 readers per month 
in Malmö and the surrounding areas. The video material on 
our platform reaches between 300,000–700,000 people 
every ten days.

Kotada Yonus, Founder/CEO
Mohamad Yusef, Co-founder/ 
Economic Editor
Pernilla Ridell, Co-founder
Hiba A.Alhasan, Business Development 
Manager

ÖRESUNDS
PULS 
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The market screenings at MAFF Market 
Forum is a new feature for 2016, presenting 
cinema screenings of new films of varying 
lenghts and themes to the Nordic market. 

The concept of the Market screenings is to 
present films in an intimate environment at 
Bar Deco in cinema Spegeln. The venue is a 
beautifully decorated cinema with Art Deco-
detailing. 

Please note that the Market screenings 
have limited seating and a pre-registration via 
Eventival will be necessary!

AMBULANCE

Director: Mohamed Jabaly | Producer: John Arvid Berger, 
JABFilm | Palestine/Norway | 2016 | 78 min 

A raw, first-person account of the last war in Gaza in the sum-
mer of 2014. Mohamed Jabaly, a young man from Gaza City, 
joins an ambulance crew as war approaches, looking for his 
place in a country under siege, where at times there seems to 
be no foreseeable future. While thousands of things are pub-
lished on the recurring violence in Gaza, the stories behind 
them remain hidden. Not this one. 

Mohamed, 24, aspires to make films in Gaza City, despite 
the lack of water, electricity, and closed borders that are 
part of every ‘normal’ day under the 7-year Israeli blockade 
of Gaza. While many young people dream of leaving Gaza, 
Mohamed wants to help. When he hears the news of a new 
Israeli offensive on Gaza in July 2014 he decides he cannot 
merely ‘wait for death’ but must do something and joins an 
ambulance crew to document the war. 

Mohamed comes of age among broken bodies, terrified 
families, and the constant risk of sudden death. He has never 
witnessed the effects of violence up-close. Within the first 
few days of war, he finds himself helping victims of a massa-
cre. It felt like being in the middle of a theatre play. I saw blood. I 
tasted the pain in the eyes of women, fear in the faces of children. 
To whom could I show these images that are not merely images? 

The ambulance team is led by captain Abu Marzouq who 
saved lives in many of Gaza’s wars. At first, the captain is 
intense and a little intimidating, not much of a talker, and 
each day Abu Marzouq and the crew are at the eye of the 
storm. When four 9-year old boys are hit by a missile on 
Gaza Beach, they are one of the first ambulance crews on 
the scene. Mohamed cannot tell his family what he’s going 
through. He begins to feel close to his crewmates, who joke 
and encourage one another despite the fear. Abu Marzouq 
takes Mohamed into his confidence, and Mohamed discovers 
a man full of life and love for his co-workers. 

The turning point comes when Mohamed and his team are 
hit by a bomb while inside a building. Abo Marzouq is injured 
and while waiting to find out if he is going to be ok, Mohamed 
struggles with despair and the urge to run away. Was this 
really worth it? I felt like running away, but there was nowhere to 
run. 

Saturday October 1st 
Cinema Spegeln, Bar Deco
10.00
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OMAN FILM SOCIETY 
SHORT FILM PROGRAM
A SELECTION OF SHORT FILMS BROUGHT  
TO YOU BY OMAN FILM SOCIETY

Please note that this screening has limited seating 
and a pre-registration via Eventival will be necessary!

The Oman Film Society has played a key role 
in encouraging the craft among local Omanis by 
holding seminars and training workshops for aspiring 
filmmakers. Experimental, non-commercial films are 
picking up, there is increasing interest among the youth 
and a number of institutes are now emerging in Oman 
to offer short media courses. The Oman Film Society, 
which was established in 2002, is also working to find 
new ways of distribution, and to raise awareness about 
the local film and the history of Oman among the local 
audience.

BLACK POINT

MERCHANT OF TIME

SOLID THE MEMORY

Director: Damien Ounouri  | Producer: El Hadi 
Bouabdallah | Production company: Mediacorp 
(Algeria), Bang Bang Production (Algeria), Linked 
Productions (Kuwait/USA), Monumental (Algeria) 
Algeria/Kuwait/US | 2016 | 40 min

Oman | 2016 | Arabic dialogue with English subtitles | 9 min 
Director: Hassan Al Balushi

Oman | 2016 | Arabic dialogue with English subtitles | 12 min
Director: Ruqia Al-Wadhahi

Oman | 2016 | Arabic dialogue with English subtitles | 18 min
Director: Humaid Al Ameri

In a far away land, by the name of Cesarea … 
During a beach outing with her family, Nfissa, a young 

mother, is drowned by a group of young men while swim-
ming offshore. Nobody seems to witness her disappearance 
and anxiety and fear begin to grow—not only among her fam-
ily but also amongst the townspeople—especially as, soon 
after, on the same beach, other bathers inexplicably die. As 
fear takes over the population, the police suggest that Nfissa 
may have morphed into a ’Kindil’, a nautical creature whose 
appearances have been reported elsewhere in the region... 

Black Point is a story about three friends that faces a terrorist 
attack. Two of them have supernatural powers, and manages 
to stop the attack. The third friend is only an ordinary person, 
and the story takes a sharp turn when he all of a sudden is 
faced with jealousy of his friends. 

An old man lives in an worn house far away from people. He 
subsist on a strange business, namely to sell time to people 
who are willing to pay dearly for it. Merchant of Time is a 
portrait of the importance of time and how impossible it is 
to control. 

Solid the Memory is a short documentary about people 
living in the famous natural area Wadi Mistal in Oman. The 
film portraits the collective memory of the locals and the 
inherited historical memories that abound among the people 
in the area.

DIRECTOR’S BIO
Franco-Algerian director Damien 
Ounouri  is based in Algiers. He studied 
film at the Sorbonne Nouvelle University, 
while developing his cinema practice 
in an autodidact way. His graduate film 
project on Chinese filmmaker Jia Zhang-
Ke, Xiao Jia Going Home (2008), was 
selected for several international film 
festivals. His first feature film, docu-
mentary Fidai (2012) was coproduced 
by Jia Zhang-Ke and was screened at 
the Toronto International Film Festival, 
before travelling the world (Viennale, 
MoMA of New York, IDFA, Hong Kong, 
Durban, Gothenburg), being awarded 
(Special Mention at the Doha Tribeca 
Film Festival) and did theatrical releases 
in France and Germany. He is also a 
tutor, conducting cinema workshops. 

Sunday October 2nd 
Cinema Spegeln, Bar Deco
10.00

Sunday October 2nd 
Cinema Spegeln, Bar Deco
11.00
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The Short Film Corner is an essen-
tial networking place dedicated to 
creators of short film with a focus 
on Arab content or Arab creators. 
The MMF Short Film Corner is a 
platform for these filmmakers to 
screen their shorts to other film 
industry professionals, in many 
cases an opportunity for their future 
careers. 

As the Short Film Corner is a 
part of the Market Forum, the films 
will be showcased in a professio-
nal area, with great opportunities 
to network, exchange ideas and 
promote current and future films 
among the biggest industry play-
ers: institutes, financiers, festivals 
and distributors. 

The Short Film Corner is located 
on the second floor of the MAFF 
Market Forum in Lilla Ryd, and the 
films run continuously, all day, th-
rough the duration of the Market. 

MIGRANT 
WOMAN

A STROLL 
DOWN  
SUNFLOWER 
LANE 

ONLY ONE 
TRUTH

NO EXIT

REPORTER 
SUSPENDED

COCOON

FAREWELL 
AUNTIE

REACH FOR 
THE SKY

Dir: Eli Jean Tahchi 
Canada/Lebanon | 2015 
20 min

Dir: Mayye Zayed 
Egypt | 2016 | 14 min

Dir: Aya El Adl | Egypt 
2015 | 16 min

Dir: Mohanad Yaqubi, 
Palestine | 2015 | 11 min

Dir: Salam Yahya, 
Sanabel Al-hoot, Renab 
Shehad | Israel | 2016 
5 min

Dir: Mahmoud 
Abdelsalam | Egypt 
2016 | 2 min

Dir: Louis Yin | United 
States | 2016 | 5 min

Dir: Shady Al Masoudy, 
Egypt | 2016 | 1 min

After an audition call 
for the role of a veiled 
woman in a film, 
11 candidates were 
interviewed about the 
subject. The filmed 
interviews were 
turned into a docu-
mentary.

An old grandfather, a 
little granddaughter, 
an old house and 
some glimpses of 
memory. She was 
growing up building 
hers. He was getting 
old losing his. The 
film is a reenactment 
of the filmmaker’s 
own memories, using 
actors. 

A psychological dra-
ma movie about a girl 
in a relationship with 
a married guy. After 
seeing him cheating 
on her, her health 
deteriorates until she 
ends up living her life 
in a mental institu-
tion. 

Like many people of 
his generation, Ali has 
decided to run away 
from the hardships of 
war. Along his way, he 
meets a strange per-
son in a bus station: 
an encounter that will 
change his perspec-
tive …

A twelve year old 
child who aspires to 
become a reporter 
steals his mother’s 
phone to report at any 
moment. 

A girl loves drawing 
inside her books. Au-
thorities arrested and 
tortured her, until 
she decides to enter 
into a fight with these 
authorities. 

A Muslim girl in New 
York has to leave a 
party to meet her 
conservative auntie at 
the train station, but 
something unexpect-
ed forces her to make 
a hard choice.

Your freedom ends 
where my nose 
begins.
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SHEIKH  
MOHARAM

THE RETURN 
OF RED  
RIDING-HOOD

MA’AROOF

THE THIEF

KHADIJA

ESHTA

DAMP SOIL

THE VISIT HE EXISTED 
NO LONGER 

FORSAKEN

SELFIE 
PHOTO

IT’S BACK 
THEN 

FRIDAY  
MARKET 

WALKMAN 

THE  
BERRY LEAF

Dir: Ahmed Elekiaby 
Egypt | 2016 | 8 min

Dir: Raja Tawil 
Lebanon | 2016 | 9 min

Dir: Amr Ahmed Ali 
Egypt/Saudi Arabia 
2016 | 23 min

Dir: Ahmed Elekiaby, 
Egypt | 2015 | 11 min

Dir: Muhammed 
Abdelwahab | Egypt 
2015 | 5 min

Dir: Sara Hegazi | Egypt 
2016 | 12 min

Dir: Rami el Harayri 
Netherlands | 2015  
8 min

Dir: Mohamed Karim 
Egypt | 2015 | 15 min

Dir: Reem Al Kammash 
Egypt | 2016 | 18 min

Dir: Salar Pashtoonyar 
Canada | 2016 | 9 min

Dir: Moheb Wadie 
Egypt | 2015 | 25 min

Dir: Wathab Al Sigar 
Iraq | 2016 | 14 min

Dir: Abanop Samir | 
Egypt 2016 | 10 min

Dir: Hozifa Abd El Halim 
Egypt | 2016 | 7 min

Dir: Jasim Kardala | Iraq 
2016 | 14 min

A muslim teacher 
(sheikh moharam) 
comes back from 
the other world to 
his student in his 
dreams. He wants to 
correct his student 
of all thoughts that 
he taught him, which 
made the student 
confused. 

An old woman in 
a Lebanese village 
receives a mysteri-
ous night visit that 
awakes her inner 
struggles: She sees 
herself at a younger 
stage, wild and 
tormented. Mistaking 
her own identity with 
her grandmother’s 
tale of the little Red 
Riding Hood: will she 
return from the belly 
of the wolf?

A religious Brother 
refuses to pray for his 
dead Dissimilar twin, 
claiming that he has 
his own reasons. 

The film revolves 
around the chaos and 
poor economic situa-
tion in Egypt after the 
revolution through 
the story of one fac-
tory worker who lost 
his job. 

About Khadija … light 
calligrapher, graffiti 
artist or dentist—who 
is she?

A documentary about 
Eshta, a homeless 
dog who moved from 
Damietta to Cairo, 
then to the Nether-
lands, thanks to a 
photo posted in social 
media. 

Two illegal drug 
makers are caught 
in the act by the cop 
cousin of one of them 
as they bag up their 
latest batch of pills.

A son visits his sick 
father to try fixing 
their relationship 
before its too late, 
not having spoken for 
a long time, the two 
struggle to trust and 
love each other, both 
incriminating the 
other for mistakes of 
the past. 

Amr decides to com-
mit suicide. He makes 
the arrangements 
necessary to do so but 
before the appointed 
day he decides to 
revenge some people. 
Later on, he changes 
his mind about the 
suicide, but finds 
himself forced to go 
through with it, as the 
people are after him 
now. 

After meeting with 
his estranged son 
for the first time in 
twenty years, Karim 
tries to reconcile their 
estranged relation-
ship.

Adam decides to 
search out his old 
friends after a long 
time, to take photos 
with them like the old 
days. He discovers 
a lot of new things 
about them and 
about himself which 
changes his point of 
view about life. 

The film tells a story 
from the 1991 Karba-
la Shabani revolution 
about the suffering 
of the people during 
that time. Based on a 
true story. 

Friday Market … where 
the past can be sold. 

A young man who 
lives in a world that 
forbids music is 
trying to break this 
rule by sharing music 
around the city. 

A love story between 
Adam, who works 
as a guard at the 
morgue, and the body 
of an unidentified 
girl. 
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The Networking at MMF is your 
chance to get personally acquain-
ted with all of the organizations 
visiting MMF, and their delegates. 
Networking at MMF can this year 
present a number of new oppor-
tunities to meet, mingle and learn 
about industry professionals from 
Arabic and Nordic countries. 

The Networking Sessions return 
this year, with informal round-table 
meetings scheduled under new 
themes every day. 

As a new feature for this year, 
MAFF and Southern Sweden 
Creative invites you to FIKA. This 
session is a daily introduction to 
some of the producers, festivals 
and other film professionals in the 
Southern Sweden region, presen-
ting their vision, their projects or 
their companies over a cup of hot 
coffee and some nibbles.

To round off your day, come 
visit our Happy Hour. This is just a 
relaxed mingle, a way to meet up 
with other guests and enjoy friendly 
prices at the bar. 

INDEX

Networking Sessions p 81

Southern Sweden Creatives fika p 82

Happy Hour p 83
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The Networking Sessions are held daily at 12.00 in the MMF 
Lounge. In these sessions you will have the chance to meet 
representatives from the institutes and funds, as well as film 
professionals across the Nordic and Arab regions in a sit-down 
session of smaller groups. 

A pre-registration will be necessary for the sessions, so please 
sign up through Eventival. 

NETWORKING SESSIONS

SATURDAY OCTOBER 1ST 12.00

MEET THE NORDIC DECISION-MAKERS

This is your opportunity to meet with the some of the most 
important decision-makers to film production in the Nordic 
countries: representatives from the Nordic film institutes, 
funds and regional film centres. Learn how you can co-pro-
duce with a Nordic country from them, learn what they are 
looking for and tell them about your projects—all in a relaxed 
round-table session. 

The names of the decision-makers will be announced via 
Eventival, where you will also need to sign up for this session 
in advance. First come, first served! 

MONDAY OCTOBER 3RD 12.00

MEET THE ARAB KEY PLAYERS

Are you curious about what opportunities there are for you 
and your projects in the Arab film industry? Do you want to 
learn more about these opportunities from the experts of the 
funds and institutes themselves? Don’t miss this chance to 
meet experts from the largest markets, film institutes and 
film festivals in the Arab region. 

The names of attending decision-makers will be announced 
via Eventival, where you will need to sign up for this. 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 2ND 12.00

MEET THE ARAB AND  
NORDIC FILMMAKERS

Are you interested in co-producing with a Nordic or Arab 
country and wish to meet a co-producer? Or do you want to 
extend your network of filmmakers and producers in one of 
these regions? This session is for you! Come and meet the 
visiting filmmakers and producers, let them know your plans 
for the future and exchange ideas and business cards.

This session is open to all directors and producers visiting 
MAFF Market Forum. Make sure to sign up in advance at 
Eventival. 
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15.00 DAILY / MMF LOUNGE,  
RADISSON BLU 
Join Southern Sweden Creatives for a daily networking 
event where we will be serving coffee, tea and nibbles 
(aka Fika in Swedish). During the event, companies, 
festivals and organisations from southern Swedish film 
industry will present themselves. Come and mingle, find 
partners, network, and enjoy the talent that southern 
Sweden has to offer! 

WHAT IS FIKA? 
[’fi:,ka] is a concept in Swedish culture with the basic 
meaning ”to have coffee or tea” often accompanied with 
pastries and/or nibbles. Swedes are known to do this 
several times a day, both at the office or with friends and 
family. 

WHAT IS SOUTHERN  
SWEDEN CREATIVES? 
Southern Sweden Creatives is a three-year project that 
assists small and medium sized companies in the south-
ern Swedish creative industries to grow internation-
ally. The project is co-financed by the European Union 
Regional Development Fund and the Swedish Agency 
for Economic and Regional Development. 

SO
UT
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PRESENTERS OCT 1ST 

ANDREAS CLIMENT, NEVERDAY 
Neverday Film is a quickly growing production company 
based in Malmö, Sweden. We develop and produce feature 
films for the Swedish and international market (Origin, 
2016), tv-series and commercials.

 
MELANIE ARONSON AND BASEL MAWLAWI,  
EYEING THE WORLD 
Eyeing the World is a full-service creative production com-
pany based in Malmö, Sweden offering an array of artistic 
storytelling services that range from documentary to fiction 
and everything in between. 

 
MAGNUS PAULSSON AND ANDERS BANKE,  
SOLID ENTERTAINMENT 
Solid Entertainment is a production company founded in 
1996, based in Malmö, Sweden. We produce and co-produce 
features, documentaries as well as commercials, corporate 
films and music promos. 

PRESENTERS OCT 2ND 

MOLLY SJÖWALL, WG FILM 
WG Film is a production company based in Malmö, Sweden, 
famous for strong humanitarian stories that have travelled 
around the world since 1994. 
 
CHRISTINA WALLIN AND RICARDO KOANUKA, 
KOANUKA FILMS & MARKETING 
Stories tell the why’s behind brands through film, photo and 
content marketing. 
 
MARTIN PERSSON, ANAGRAM 
Anagram is a creative and visionary company that since the 
early 2000s has been running a continuous stream of film, 
TV and stage productions side-by-side. 

HAPPY HOUR
 The Happy Hour at MMF invites you 

to enjoy mingle and drinks daily at 
17.00 on different locations. With hap-
py hour-prices, it’s a perfectly relaxed 
way to end your day at the Market. 

On Monday, October 3rd, the Happy 
Hour will also include the award an-
nouncements for MAFF Development 
Funding and Doc Post Production 
Platform.

The exact locations will be announ-
ced on maffswe.com/networking

PRESENTERS OCT 3RD 

DANIEL LUNDQUIST, BUFF 
BUFF is the International Film Festival for Children and 
Young People in Malmö, founded in 1984. 

HANNA SCHEDIN, BOOSTHBG 
BoostHbg is a VR and transmedia incubator focusing on new 
story and buisness development in innovative media and film. 
 
JOACHIM HEDÉN, WAY CREATIVE 
Way Creative Films is one of the leading production compa-
nies and post houses in southern Sweden. 



TONEMESTRENE

We are a vibrant team of PRODUCTION MIXERS and SOUND DESIGNERS.
We provide studios and sound recording equipment for all types of lm, 

television and other audiovisual productions.

Our extensive resumes and nominations tell a tale of dedication, artistic creation 
and budget responsibility. We have experience in working internationally and in 

all types of co-productions.
- We are proud to be a part of MAFF 2016 -

www.tonemestrene.dk
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MAFF Funding consists of MAFF Deve-
lopment Funding that is targeted to Arab-
Swedish co-productions and Doc Post 
Production Platform that aims to help 
the completion of Arab documentaries. 
MAFF Development Funding is available 
for short films, feature films and docu-
mentaries. 

MAFF Development Funding is an ini-
tiative aiming to create a platform for new 
international partnerships and thereby 
lay the basis for a wider diversity in film 
production. MAFF Development Funding 
provides support to projects in develop-
ment with innovative stories that concern 
issues of identity, exile and diversity. 

Doc Post Production Platform es-
tablished with the aim to support and 
encourage Arab documentary filmakers 
to complete their feature documentary 
projects and promote it at an internatio-
nal forum. 

Representatives of the projects are 
invited to MAFF Market Forum to pitch 
their projects.

In total 18 projects are pitched during 
MAFF Market Forum.
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200 METERS
Director: Ameeh Nayfeh | Production 
company: Odeh Films | Country: Palestine 
Swedish co-producer: Way Creative Films

SYNOPSIS
Mustafa lives 200 meters apart from his family, 
separated by a wall. His wife and children live 
on the Israeli side, Mustafa on the Palestinian 
side—he is only allowed to pass by his family for 
an hour after work. When his son has an ac-
cident, Mustafa embarks on a journey to cross 
the wall with a smuggler and a wild mix of other 
people. A distance of 200 meters becomes a 
200 kilometer journey. 

AYESHA CHAGLA
Manager of Dubai  
Film Market.

INTISHAL AL-TIMIMI
Previous head of Sanad 
and currently Festival 
Director at El Gounda 
Film Festival.

ALI ABBASI
Director. His first feature 
Shelley was screened in 
the Panorama section at 
Berlinale.

DIRECTOR
Ameeh Nayfeh was 
born in Palestine in 
1988. Despite an early 
interest in filmmaking, 
he first earned his B.S. 
in Nursing in 2010. Two 
years later, he graduated 
with an MFA from the Red 
Sea Institute of Cinematic 
Arts in Jordan with the 
goal of telling authentic 
stories from his region. 
He wrote, produced and 
directed award winning 
short films, and has been 
freelancing for film and 
TV production for the 
past 3 years.

DIRECTOR
Mohamed Al-Daradji 
was born in Baghdad, 
1978, Mohamed stud-
ied Film and Television 
Production at the Media 
Academy in Hilversum, 
before traveling to the UK 
to complete two Masters 
degrees in Cinematogra-
phy and Directing at the 
Northern Film School in 
Leeds. He is co-founder 
of the multi-award win-
ning Human Film, a UK 
& Netherlands based 
feature film production 
company.

Julia Gebauer,  
Swedish co-producer

Andreas Rocksén,  
Swedish co-producer

May Odeh,  
Producer

Karim Traïdia,  
Co-producer

ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVES ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

FE
AT

UR
E MAFF Development Funding Feature is a collaboration between Malmö 

Arab Film Festival and the Swedish Film Institute. 1 of the 5 projects will 
be awarded with 150 000 SEK (approx 17 000 euro) in development funds 
from the Swedish Film Institute.
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BIRDS OF 
PARADISE
Director: Mohamed Al-Daradji | Production 
company: Human Film | Country: Iraq; 
United Kingdom; Sweden; The Netherlands 
Swedish co-producer: Laika Film and 
Television

SYNOPSIS
Baghdad, December 2006: Miriam sits at 
the helm of a rusty old bus. She is a woman 
who refuses to conform – her clothing, man-
ner and outlook on life defy stereotypes. She 
drives fearlessly through the chaotic streets of 
Baghdad, collecting children from the many 
destitute and hostile districts around the city. 
Causing hindrance is Hassan; a morally corrupt 
police officer who has lost his way. Exhausted 
by grief and the labor of clearing the dead from 
the banks of the Tigris River, it is Miriam and 
her students that will lead him to rediscover his 
humanity.
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IN THE LAND OF WONDERDISRUPTIVE SERVANT
Director: Nadine Khan | Production company: Film Clinic 
Country: Egypt Swedish co-producer: Anagram 

Director: Amal Al-Agroobi | Production company: 
Alagroobi Films | Country: United Arab Emirates; 
Sweden | Swedish co-producer: Solid Entertainment

SYNOPSIS
In this film adaptation of Alice in Wonderland, our heroine is 
a ten-year-old girl who has grown up in the chaos of contem-
porary Cairo, a mega-city so filled with contradictions that 
the oddest of sights and events fail to surprise. One day she 
finds Samir, the rabbit who works with her magician father, 
running out of their apartment with a cell phone to his ear. 
Astonished to see that he’s wearing her father’s watch, the 
girl chases after him and is led through a transformed Cairo 
even odder than the one she calls home.

SYNOPSIS
The Hallbergs are a Swedish family living in Oman. Felix 
sources Arab paintings and sculptures for galleries in Swe-
den and lives with his wife Ida and their three children Pia, 
Emma and Fredrik. When Pia takes a keen interest in the oc-
cult and attempts to summon her Qareen (demonic self ), she 
unleashes a powerful spirit that torments her family through 
terrifying and supernatural occurrences. 

DIRECTOR
Nadine Khan graduated from Cairo’s 
Higher Film Institute in 2001. She worked 
for over ten years as a second unit and 
assistant director on television commer-
cials and feature films, including several 
big international productions. Her 2012 
debut feature Chaos, Disorder (Harag w’ 
Marag) was awarded the Jury Prize at 
the 2012 Dubai International Film Festi-
val, and Best Film at the 2013 Oran Film 
Festival, Algeria and the 2014 Muscat 
International Film Festival, Oman.

DIRECTOR
Amal Al-Agroobi is a film director and 
producer from the United Arab Emirates. 
Her film career began in 2012 when her 
short documentary Half Emirati pre-
miered at Dubai Film Festival in 2012 and 
became the ‘most watched film’ at the 
festival, discussing the social repercus-
sions of being a mixed-race child. She 
later won “best up and coming director 
of 2013” at the Digital Studio Awards 
in Dubai and her talents were honored 
by Women in Film and Television as the 
“best new director” in the UAE. 

Martin Persson,  
Swedish co-producer

Jennifer Leigh Peterson, 
Producer

Magnus Paulsson,  
Producer

ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVESADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

PARCHED
Director: Suha Arraf | Production company: 
Bialasan Production | Country: Palestine 
Swedish co-producer: Momento Films

SYNOPSIS
Parched tells the story of Nabila and Shams, 
two sisters who were matched to two brothers 
in an arranged marriage. The peaceful life the 
two couples enjoy, in an isolated Palestinian 
village, comes to a end when Nabila’s much 
younger husband dies just as her sexual awak-
ening is at its peak. Without her man to satisfy 
her urges, and the threat of their land being 
confiscated, Nabila discovers her femininity 
and self-reliance. 

DIRECTOR
Suha Arraf was born in 
the Palestinian village of 
Melyia, near Lebanon. 
She began her filmmak-
ing career as documen-
tary producer. Her latest 
one; Women of Hamas 
(2010) received 13 
awards at international 
film festivals. Suha’s first 
two screenplays, The Syr-
ian Bride (2004) and The 
Lemon Tree (2008), both 
directed by Eran Riklis, 
received international 
acclaim, with the latter 
winning Best Screenplay 
at the Asia Pacific Screen 
Awards. .

David Herdies, 
Producer

ADDITIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
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CHOPPED

Director: Karam Ali | Production company: Idioms Films
Country: Palestine | Swedish co-producer: HB PeÅ 
Holmquist Film

SYNOPSIS
As insecurity continues to spread, and Palestinian youth 
across the West Bank face increased violence at the hands of 
the occupying military, the Palestinian Authority struggles to 
maintain some semblance of control. While police numbers 
grow and coordination with their Israeli counterparts deep-
ens, a group of young men at the edges of Palestinian society 
struggle to maintain the stability of their once thriving trade. 
For these thieves and choppers of Israeli cars, a livelihood is 
threatened – but is that all that’s at stake?

HOGIR HIRORI
Documentary director. 
Runs Lolav Media. 

OLA AL-SHEIKH
She’s a journalist in 
charge of the cinema 
pages in Emirati Today.

MAGNUS GERTTEN
Internationally awarded 
director and producer 
from Malmö, Sweden.

DIRECTOR
Karam Ali is a director, editor and 
creative producer. Most recently, he has 
produced promotional and artistic video 
content for the Palestinian Museum, in 
addition to several televised commercials 
locally. He has worked as an editor and 
director’s assistant in several Palestin-
ian productions such as No Exit (2014) 
by Mohanad Yaqubi, Izriqaq (2012) by 
Rama Merie, where he was the youngest 
first assistant director on set, and also a 
graphic consultant.

Casey A. Jackson,  
Producer

ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
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MAFF Develop-
ment Funding 
Documentary 
is a collabora-
tion between 
Malmö Arab 
Film Festival 
and the Swe-
dish Film Insti-
tute. 1 of the 3 
projects will be 
awarded with 
50 000 SEK (ap-
prox 7 000 euro) 
in development 
funds from the 
Swedish Film 
Institute.
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IBNI

Director: Lafi Abood | Production company: Analog 
Production | Country: UAE
Swedish co-producer: Fikra AB

SYNOPSIS
Recent advocacy has brought autism into the public eye. 
Ibni reveals that the incidence of autism worldwide had 
been increasing at an alarming rate many years before social 
changes began to compensate for strained resources. Undi-
agnosed and untreated, a generation of children with autism 
has reached adulthood in dire need of care. Ibni follows five 
mothers as they face the limitations of becoming older and 
struggle to secure the increased support their sons will need. 
We hear stories of struggle, bravery and love as we under-
stand and confront the tragic legacy of stigma. 

DIRECTOR
Lafi Abood is the founder and director of 
the prominent media production com-
pany, Analog, with offices in Dubai and 
at twofourour54 in Abu Dhabi. His clients 
include numerous major international 
brands. He has also worked on short nar-
rative films, feature documentaries, and 
even with the government of Dubai.

THE HISTORY  
OF BELLY DANCING
Director: Kamal Abdelaziz | Production company: Film 
Clinic | Country: Egypt; Sweden | Swedish co-producer: 
Laika Film and Television

SYNOPSIS
Visual film with cinematic and photographic documents, 
recorded interviews and reenacted historical scenes that 
blend documentary with fiction. It’s the story of belly danc-
ing, where it originates from and other unknown details. 
The film documents the relationship between the pharaohs 
and the gypsies that immigrated a thousand years BC from 
the Hindu River in India to European and oriental countries. 
After the common era, the dance moved from the temples to 
bars and slave markets to become a payed service. It is neces-
sary to know that, in order to understand how women were 
exploited in different communities, cultures and times.

DIRECTOR
Kamal Abdelaziz is an enthusiastic 
photographer committed to delivering 
promised results and remaining true to 
a unique artistic vision. He is success-
ful at capturing street scenes for use in 
magazines and indepence publications. 
Believes curiosity and innovation are a 
photographer’s greatest allies. 

Mohamed Hefzy,  
Producer

Linda Mutawi,  
Fikra AB

ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVEADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
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THE BARBER

Director: Melanie Aronson | Production 
company: Eyeing the World | Country: 
Sweden | Swedish co-producer: L&M 
Björkman Productions AB

SYNOPSIS
Elias, came to Sweden a year and a half ago 
from Syria. He has spent the last year in a 
refugee camp in an old hotel in a remote village 
in Skåne reinstated to house 200 newly arrived 
refugees. Formerly abandoned, the hotel still 
contains derelict remnants of its upscale status, 
with old chandeliers, carpeted hallways and 
decorative wallpapers. 

SAM LAHOUD
Founding Director of NDU 
International Film Festival.

HABIB ATTIA
Managing director and 
producer at Cinetelefilms.

JOAKIM STRAND
Head of Production at 
Film i Skåne. 

DIRECTOR
Melanie Aronson grew 
up in the U.S.A. and 
received her Bachelors 
in Anthropology from 
Columbia University in 
2007 and her Masters of 
Fine Arts in Documentary 
Film from the School 
of Visual Arts (NYC) in 
2014. Melanie directed 
the short film, Refuge, in 
2013, which had its U.S. 
premiere at the 2014 
Seattle International Film 
Festival and its European 
premiere at the 2014 
London Short Film Festi-
val. She currently lives in 
Malmö, Sweden where 
she works as a director 
and cinematographer.

SH
OR

T One winner receives 30 000 kr from Film i Skåne. Two winner receive  
2 000 dollar from Notre Dame University International Film Festival.  
MAFF Development Funding Short is a collaboration between Malmö 
Arab Film Festival and Film i Skåne.
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BARAKAT 

Dir: Manon Nammour, Nicolas Khabbaz | 
Production company: Khabbaz Production
Country: Lebanon; Sweden | Swedish co-
producer: Chantale Hannouch

SYNOPSIS
Gaby, a 35 years old Lebanese man, who lived 
18 years abroad, is coming to Lebanon to get 
married with his wife a second time in order to 
please his parents and the social traditions. The 
film takes place in one day when Gaby decides 
to go with his grandfather, Gebran 85 years, to 
Beirut to fix their new tuxedos.

DIRECTORS
Manon Nammour is a 
23 years old Lebanese 
director and production 
designer, graduated 
with a degree in com-
munication arts in radio, 
Television and film from 
Notre Dame University 
Louaize (NDU). Manon 
has worked in various 
departments from pro-
ducing, directing and 
production designing on 
various award winning 
short films, corporate 
videos, music videos and 
advertisement. 

Nicolas Khabbaz is 
director Division of Audio 
Visual Arts at Notre Dame 
University, Lebanon 
(NDU) since 2012. He has 
produced twelve theater 
plays between 2005 and 
2016 written and directed 
by Georges Khabbaz with 
Whom he co-founded 
Khabbaz Production. His 
last film On the Ropes 
(2016) directed by Manon 
Nammour will be pre-
miered in the official com-
petition of Locarno Film 
Festival in Switzerland. 
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THE GOLD CHAIN

WANDERINGS

IF TOYS CAN SPEAK

Director: Abbe Hassan | Production company: Indian 
Summer Films | Country: Sweden | Swedish co-
producer: Indian Summer Films

Director: Rola Shamas | Production company: Klara 
Film | Country: Lebanon; Sweden; Germany
Swedish co-producer: Klara Film

Director: Maria Abdel Karim | Production company: 
Freelance | Country: Lebanon; Sweden | Swedish co-
producer: Chantal Hannouch

SYNOPSIS
Adam is six years old and lives in a bombed city in Syria. Most 
of the time he lives in a shelter with his little sister, mother and 
some neighbors. He spends his days listening to the radio, to 
the football broadcasts and playing football outside when the 
city is not bombed. They have very little food and almost no 
water. One day when he is out playing he finds a gold chain. 

SYNOPSIS
The story of 60+ Palestinian asylum seekers from Gaza who 
have been in Sweden between 2 to 10 years. Sweden has 
declared Gaza a safe place to live, issued rejection letters 
and has tried to acquire Egyptian visa to send them back. 
However it is impossible due to politics and closed borders. 
The asylum seekers disagree and are resisting the deporta-
tion decision. In September 2015 they started a peaceful 
protest in front of the Swedish Migration board in Malmö 
and set up tents. 

SYNOPSIS
What would you do when the game you once played turns out 
to be the source of your own distraction? To Little Adam (age 
8) and Noor (age 6) it was just another perfect day for them 
to spread their toys and play together their favorite game, not 
knowing that a small mistake could cause them their life and 
the complete destruction of everything surrounding them. 

DIRECTOR
Abbe Hassan has directed and written a 
number of shortfilms. He has worked in 
close collaboration with Josef Fares on 
his last four feature films and produced all 
of his commercials, such as the critically 
acclaimed story of Karim, From Bagh-
dad to Sweden. Abbe has directed and 
written several short films. In 2015/16 he 
produced his first feature film Måste Gitt. 
Abbe is now writing the script to his first 
feature film as director. 

DIRECTOR
Rola Shamas is Lebanese director, 
born in 1971 in Tehran. Studied Eng-
lish, Persian literature, fashion, jewelry 
design and International Relations before 
moving into film industry. Since 2003, 
she has produced TV commercials, 
animation, art programs for TV and docu-
mentaries. Her work is now focused on 
directing documentaries and video art.

DIRECTOR
Maria Abdel Karim is an independent 
scriptwriter, director, and producer who 
graduated from Notre Dame University- 
Louaize with a BA in communication Arts 
in Radio, TV and Film in 2012. Her first 
short film A Tempo the 3rd Act (2012) 
was in the official selection to compete 
in more than 10 international world wide 
festivals and it won 2 Awards; Best Arab 
Film in the ECU in Paris and Best Sound 
in Sapporo Film Festival in Japan.

Ivica Zubak, 
Producer

Klara Levin,  
Swedish co-producer

Michael Schwertel,  
German co-producer

ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
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PRIZES

Good Film  
& Post 
Grading 5 days,  
Motion Graphics 3 days.

Way Creative
Grading 3-5 days, 1 DCP, 
1 master digital betacam, 
1 DVD.

Tonemestrene
Sound facilities 3 weeks, 
Mix facilities 1 week.  
50% discount on a sound 
designer. 

MAD Solutions
Distribution in the Arab 
world.

Lilapost 
Grading 2-3 days.

Sleeprise Music 
20 minutes of original 
music.

AS I WANT 
SYNOPSIS
An immersive, intimate docu-
mentary through which director 
Samaher Alqadi weaves her journey 
for personal freedom together with 
the chronicles of select Egyptian 
women who are fighting for their 
basic human rights in a society 
that is by turns hostile and indiffer-
ent. The film is centered around a 
personal search for the meaning of 
what it is to be a woman in today’s 
Arab society, and what women are 
doing to combat the diminishing 
status of women’s rights in Egypt.

DIRECTOR
Samaher Alqadi is an emerging voice 
in Arabic documentary filmmaking. Her 
films focus on the evolving status of 
women and dissident artists in the Middle 
East. She has directed and produced 
several documentaries, among others 
the Al Jazeera documentary Mohammed 
Bakri. Based in Egypt, she studied in the 
directing department of Academy of Art 
and Technology of Cinema.

RASMUS STEEN
Rasmus Steen is respon-
sible for the Documen-
tary Film programme 
at International Media 
Support (IMS).

CHARLOTTE MADSEN
Charlotte Gry Mad-
sen commissioning 
documentaries for SVT’s 
prime time slot focusing 
on human interest and 
social issues. 

MAHER DIAB
Maher Diab is a multi-
talented, cosmopolitan 
illustrator, photographer 
& visual artist.

DO
C 

PO
ST

 
PR

OD
UC

TI
ON

 
PL

AT
FO

RM

JURY

Karim El Hakim,
Producer

Heba Habib, 
Researcher

ADDITIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES
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OFF KHARTOUM SIDES

ON THE FENCE TINY SOULS

SYNOPSIS
It is illegal to smoke or drink or walk without wearing Hijab 
and they come from minority tribes with no education. Can 
football dare to save these young women in Khartoum? Off 
Khartoum Sides is the story of four young women who have 
been playing football in Khartoum, Sudan, for years and the 
obstacles they overcome daily in their lives. 

SYNOPSIS
Three girls of different ages, living in different places; Cairo 
the capital of Egypt and Sohag in Upper Egypt. They feel 
alienated and detached from the place they are in and the 
society. They are in a continuous process of soul-searching, 
while living in closed communities with strict customs and 
traditions against the women. 

SYNOPSIS
Tiny Souls portrays and reflects the lives of children in Al 
Zaatari camp through the life of Marwa, who suddenly found 
herself a resident of this refugee camp along with her family. 
Marwa came to live in this “temporary” camp with her family 
when she was 9 years until the war ceases in Syria; She is now 
14 years old and was still living there until Marwa and her fam-
ily were suddenly faced with the reality of going back to Syria.

DIRECTOR
Marwa Zein is a Sudanese filmmaker 
who was born in Saudi Arabia and is 
currently living in Cairo. She studied at 
the High Institute of Cinema in Cairo 
and graduated in 2009 with an honor-
able mention. Director of several short 
films, both fiction and documentary, and 
participant in several international film 
labs and workshops.

DIRECTOR
Nesrine El-Zayat was born in Upper 
Egypt in the governorate of Sohag. She 
studied sociology at the University of 
the South Valley. She was working as a 
journalist at Rosa El-Youssef newspaper 
for 10 years. She has directed short films 
and documentaries.

DIRECTOR
Dina Naser is a Jordanian filmmaker 
who has been working in cinema as a 
director, producer and writer since 2008. 
She has studied in Jordan as as well as 
in Manhattan Film Academy and has a 
Master degree in documentary filmmak-
ing through Docnomads program, from 
universities in Portugal, Hungary and 
Belgium.

IBRAHIM
SYNOPSIS
Ibrahim is a personal story about the director’s father, Ibrahim 
AlAbed, who was a member of the Revolutionary Council, a 
secret militant entity known for its notorious intelligence affairs 
who disappears when the director is young. The film sketches a 
mental image of Ibrahim through his absence, but at the same 
time Ibrahim draws a family portrait and trace’s back parts of 
the Palestinian resistance history.

DIRECTORS
Lina Alabed is a Palestinian filmmaker, 
born in 1980 in Damascus, who gradu-
ated from the Faculty of Journalism, 
Damascus University. Her graduation pro-
ject was a documentary film about a Syr-
ian author Mohamed Al-Maghout, which 
was broadcast on Al Jazeera in 2007. Her 
second documentary Noor Alhuda was 
produced by Al-Arabiya channel and was 
awarded the DOX-BOX jury prize as the 
best Syrian documentary film in 2010.
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LILAPOST 
Launched in 2013, Lilapost is an award-
winning VFX post-production house and 
color grading company with renowned 
expertise in feature films and com-
mercials. Apart from post-production 
services, they provide everything from 
concept design and on-set supervi-
sion to 2D/3D visual effects and color 
grading. Led by senior colorist Khalil 
Abourousse, acknowledged as one of 
the top colorists in the regions’ advertis-
ing industry, they offer Baselight color 
grading sessions for feature films, 
commercials, music videos and docu-
mentaries. From the start, Lilapost has 
brought each and every director’s vision 
to life while providing the best quality of 
pictures. Lilapost is providing Grading 
for 2–3 days to the winning contribution. 

MAD SOLUTIONS 
MAD Solutions is the first Pan-Arab 
independent studio and fully integrative 
marketing and creative consultancy for 
the Arab film and Entertainment Industry. 
Under the umbrella of MAD Solutions, 
the studio is supported by five pillars: 
MAD Marketing, MAD Content, MAD Dis-
tribution, MAD Culture and MAD Celeb-
rity, which together are helping to usher 
in an exciting new generation of Arab 
filmmakers and entertainment talent. 
MAD Solutions are providing the winner 
with distribution in the Arab world. 

TONEMESTRENE
At Tonemestrene you will find some 
of the most competent, innovative, 
dedicated and creative sound designers, 
mixers and production-sound mixers in 
Denmark. They have broad experience 
in audio post-production, mixing and 
sound recording for feature films, televi-
sion and other audio visual productions. 
The teams resumes and many nomi-
nated and award-winning productions 
tell a story of dedication, artistic creation 
and budget responsibility. They work 
with all genres in any format and have 
studios, mixing rooms and recording 
equipment at their disposal. Tonemes-
trene are providing 3 weeks of sound 
post facility and 1 week of sound mix 
facility as well as a 50% discount on a 
sound designer. 

SPONSORS FOR THE 
DOC POST PRODUCTION 
PLATFORM

WAY CREATIVE 
Way Creative has been producing Film 
and TV since 2005, in cooperation with 
a variety of scriptwriters, directors, co-
producers and talented freelancers. With 
around 15 employees, huge technical 
resources and a complete production 
line from script to a finished master 
under one roof – they have unique pos-
sibilities to co-produce, part-finance and 
guarantee the quality of the productions 
they enter. Way Creative will provide a 
Post Production Award, consisting of 
3–5 days of grading, 1 DCP, 1 master 
digital betacam and 1 DVD.

GOOD FILM & POST
Good Film & Post is a post production 
facility, that can assist any film maker or 
producer with conform, motion graphics, 
grade and visual effects in their post pro-
duction requirements world wide. From 
independent documentaries to high 
end features, from local to international 
commercials, from public service to 
commercial television they can provide 
years of experience and streamlined 
post production workflow at friendly 
costs. Good Film & Post are providing 
5 days of Color Grading and 3 days of 
Motion Graphics. 

SLEEPRISE MUSIC
Sleeprise Music Production is made up 
of Adam Hansen-Chambers and Ronald 
Heu. Together they have worked with 
advertising campaigns, educational 
programs, documentaries and feature 
film. Adam is based in Sydney, Australia 
and Ronald in Malmö, Sweden; hence 
the name Sleeprise. Sleeprise Music will 
be providing one winner with 20 minutes 
of original music. 

SLEEPRISE MUSIC
PRODUCTION
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DALILA  
MALEK
Freelance 
Journalist

Accreditated press.

dalilamalek@yahoo.fr 
+(00213) 555294447

LOTFI 
BOUCHOUCHI
Director 

Representative of the film 
The Well.

SAID   
BOUDOUR
Freelance 
Journalist

Accreditated press.

boudourindex@gmail.com 
+(213) 696900297

TAHIR  
MESSEFEK
Algerian Republic 
Newspaper 
Editor, writer

Accreditated press.

taher.arabica.cds@gmail.com

FADI EL  
LAWAND
F&A Productions 
Director

f-m-m-love@hotmail.com
+32 489101077

METTE 
HOFFMAN 
MEYER
DR  
Head of 
Documentaries and 
Co-Productions

Mette is head of 
documentaries and 
co-productions at DR. 
She’s responsible for 
documentaries on four 
DR-channels showing 
some 1100 hours of 
documentaries and 
factual programming in 
all genres per year. In 
addition to acquisitions 
of documentaries she 
commissions both 
international and Danish 
productions for DR2 
focusing on current affairs 
and political debates.

MEHO@dr.dk   
www.dr.dk 

OVE  
RISHÖJ 
JENSEN
European 
Documentary 
Network Film and 
Media Consultant

The European Documentary 
Network (EDN) is a global 
network for professionals 
working with documentary 
film and TV. Around 1000 
members from more than 
60 countries have joined 
EDN. Our organisation is 
open for both newcomers 
and established filmmakers 
from around the world. EDN 
provides documentary con-
sulting and informs about 
possibilities for funding, 
financing, development, 
co-production, distribution 
and collaboration across 
borders.

edn.dk
ove@edn.dk 

RASMUS 
STEEN
International  
Media Support 
Programme Manager

Rasmus Steen is the 
Programme Manager 
of International Media 
Support’s Documentary Film 
programme. With a decade’s 
worth of experience in 
supporting documentary film 
production, film festivals and 
exchanges between media 
professionals of all kinds 
in the Arab world, Rasmus 
has extensive knowledge 
of the documentary film 
scene in the region and a 
vast professional network of 
directors, producers, artists 
and journalists.

info@mediasupport.org
+45 8832 7000
www.mediasupport.org 

ANE  
MANDRUP
Danish Film Institute 
Head of Unit, 
Documentary Films 

The Danish Film Institute 
(DFI) is Denmark’s national 
agency for film and cinema 
culture, operating under 
the Ministry of culture. It 
supports the development, 
production and distribution 
of films and runs the national 
archives, with a stills and 
posters archive and a film 
archive. In addition, it offers 
a number of services to 
the public, including The 
National cinemathèque, a 
library, a bookshop and an 
interactive film work shop for 
children and young people.

anem@dfi.dk 
+(45) 3374 3449 
www.dfi.dk

ALI  
ABBASI
Director 

Ali Abbasi (B1981, Iran) has 
a background in literature 
with several short stories 
published in Persian. In 
2002 he travelled to Europe, 
where he finally settled 
in Stockholm, Sweden 
to study architecture. In 
2007, Ali graduated with 
a BA in architecture and 
subsequently enrolled at 
the National Film School of 
Denmark, where he studied 
directing. His graduation 
film was the short film M For 
Markus (2011). Ali’s First 
feature Shelley was screened 
in the Panorama section at 
Berlinale 2016 to positive 
reviews and was nominated 
for the first feature award.

alef.abbasi@gmail.com  
www.aliabbasi.com/

ALGERIA BELGIUM

DENMARK
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AHMED  
HASSOUNA
Alkahera News paper 
Journalist

Accreditated press

hassouna_a@yahoo.com 
+(20) 1064008300

ALAA 
KARKOUTI
MAD Solutions 
Co-Founder/ 
Managing Partner/ 
Film Analyst

MAD Solutions is the first 
Pan-Arab independent 
studio and fully integrative 
marketing and creative 
consultancy for the Arab film 
and Entertainment Industry. 
Under the umbrella of MAD 
Solutions, the studio is sup-
ported by five pillars: MAD 
Marketing, MAD Content, 
MAD Distribution, MAD 
Culture and MAD Celebrity, 
which together are helping 
to usher in an exciting new 
generation of Arab filmmak-
ers and entertainment talent.

info@mad-solutions.com 
+20 227357937 
www.mad-solutions.com

AMIR 
NESSEM
Rakor Film 
Production 
Scriptwriter

Rakor Film Production is a 
film production company. 
The main goal of RFP is to 
create attention-grabbing 
content that can help 
develop both the local and 
the regional film industry. 
Founded in 2015 by John 
Ikram, an Egyptian film-
maker and Amir Nessem, an 
Egyptian scriptwriter.

amirnessem@gmail.com
01221526005

AMIR 
BADAWI
Rakor Film 
Production 
Writer/Producer

amirnessem@gmail.com 
01221526005

AMR
ALI
Maviola  
Production House 
Director

A Director/Cinematographer, 
executive producer and 
co-founder of Maviola 
production house based in 
Giza Egypt.

amrali@maviola.com 
01222226035 
www.maviola.com

AMR  
MOUSSA
Director

Amr Moussa is a film 
maker from Egypt. He 
has previously worked 
as a dentist but decided 
to leave the mouth and 
make stories in film. He 
has studied 2 diplomas 
in film making special-
ised in directing and 
editing, and has made 
7 short movies which 
has screened in different 
International film festivals 
as well as worked 
assistant director in 
commercial arabic series 
in Egypt.

amrmoussa1191@gmail.
com

AMR 
YOUSSEF
Actor

Representative of the film 
Hepta.

AHMED 
SHAWKY
Critic

Member of the jury group 
Documentary.

AHMED 
FOUAD
Filmology Studios 
Director 

Co-Founder of Filmology 
Studios, Media production, 
Egypt. Jury Member of 
Tétouan International 
Film Festival, Morocco 
2016. Director of many 
of successful short films, 
documentaries, TVC, 
corporates movies etc.

director.ahmed.
fouad@gmail.com 
+(20)1001008081
www.filmology.org

EGYPT

EGYPT

VIBEKE 
VOGEL
Bullit Film 
Producer, Manager

Vibeke Vogel established 
Bullitt Film in 2007 and has 
been the company´s director 
and lead producer since 
then. Focus is on high quality 
documentary productions, 
and the aim is to strenghten 
new talent and work on 
productions with a passion 
for the story and cinematic 
experience, and an eye 
for the important issues in 
society. 

vibeke@bullittfilm.dk 

DENMARK
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EGYPT

AZZA  
ELHOSSEINY
Luxor African  
Film Festival  
Director of Etisal

The 6th edition of the Luxor 
African Film Festival will take 
place 16–22 of March, 2017. 
LAFF consists of four com-
petitions: Long Narratives, 
Long Documentaries, Short 
Films and The International 
Competition of Freedom 
Films, beside other special 
sections. The Etisal film fund 
has the mission to support 
and promote production of 
African film and create a new 
platform for the new genera-
tion of filmmakers.

azza.elhosseiny@
luxorafricanfilmfestival.com 
+37622407022 
www.luxorafricanfilmfestival.
com

EGYPT

HALA KHALIL
Director

Representative of the film 
Nawara.

DORRA 
ZARROUK
Actress

Guest of Honor and 
member of the jury group 
Short Film.

GHADA 
ABDELRAZIK
Actress

Guest of Honor.

HASSAN 
ABOELELA
Producer

Representative of the film 
Those Who Feared Died.

HOZIFA  
ABD EL HALIM
Journalist 

Screening the film Walk-
man in the Short Film 
Corner.

mohamedhozifa@yahoo.com
 +(20)11592244439

HANI  
OSAMA
The Producers 
Producer 

Hani co-founded the 
company The Producers. 
He is the executive producer 
and the managing director; 
managing a team of 30 
employees ranging between 
producers, unit managers, 
production managers, 
etc... He is the man behind 
the vision of growing the 
company with its own 
equipment and studio to 
make it one of the biggest 
production companies in 
Egypt asset-wise.

www.theproducersfilms.com

ANGIE ALI
Nile Cinema 
Reporter and 
Journalist

HANA ABD 
AL-DAIM
Nile Cinema 
Video reporter

ANDREW  
NAIEM
Freelance 
Editor, Film festival

Accreditated press.

andrew.mohsen87@gmail.
com
+(20) 1228023781
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EGYPT

EGYPT

ISMAIL 
FAROUK
Director 

Representative of the film 
Those Who Feared Died.

MAGED 
EL KEDWANY
Actor

Representative of the film 
Hepta.

JENNIFER 
LEIGH  
PETERSON
Film Clinic 
Producer

Established in 2005, Film 
Clinic offers screenwriting 
workshops and produces 
narrative and documentary 
features. While targeting gen-
eral audiences in Egyptian, 
regional, and international 
markets, the company has 
also developed a reputation 
for supporting independent 
filmmakers and investing in 
innovative approaches to film 
that offer creative alterna-
tives to mainstream Egyptian 
commercial cinema.

jennifer.leigh.peterson@
gmail.com
+202 252 680 50 
www.film-clinic.com

KARIM  
EL HAKIM
Prophecy Films 
Cinematographer, 
Producer, Director

Prophecy Films is an 
Egyptian film production 
company based in Cairo 
that develops and produces 
in-house projects and 
also provides production 
services to Middle Eastern, 
U.S. and European 
networks, independents and 
international distribution 
companies. The main vision 
of Prophecy Films is to build 
bridges between European 
and Middle East cinema. 
Prophecy Films is dedicated 
to producing independent 
films of Middle Eastern 
character for a global 
audience. 

karim@prophecyfilms.net
+(002) 01002954783

KAMAL  
ABDELAZIZ
Film Clinic  
Director 

MAFF Development Funding 
Documentary. Kamal 
Abdelaziz is an enthusiastic 
photographer committed 
to delivering promised 
results and remaining true 
to a unique artistic vision, 
Successful at capturing 
street scenes for use in 
magazines and indepence 
publications. Believes 
Curiosity and innovation are 
a photographer’s greatest 
allies. 

www.film-clinic.com

JOHN IKRAM 
HANNA
Rakor Film 
Production 
Director/Partner

Born: September 30, 1978 
in Dakahlia, Egypt, He holds 
a Bachelor of Law 1999 
from Zagazig University. He 
had Intensive courses and 
specialized studies in the 
film in many institutions.

johnikram@gmail.com
+201224569590

HEBA 
HABIB
Prophecy Films 
Researcher

Prophecy Films is an 
Egyptian film production 
company based in Cairo 
that develops and produces 
in-house projects and also 
provides production services 
to Middle Eastern, U.S. and 
European networks, inde-
pendents and international 
distribution companies. The 
main vision of Prophecy 
Films is to build bridges be-
tween European and Middle 
East cinema. Prophecy Films 
is dedicated to producing 
independent films of Middle 
Eastern character for a 
global audience. 

hebamhabib@gmail.com 
www.prophecyfilms.net

MAHER  
DIAB
MAD Solutions 
Co Founder/ 
Art Director 

MAD Solutions is the first 
Pan-Arab independent 
studio and fully integrative 
marketing and creative 
consultancy for the Arab film 
and Entertainment Industry. 
Under the umbrella of MAD 
Solutions, the studio is 
supported by five pillars: 
MAD Marketing, MAD 
Content, MAD Distribution, 
MAD Culture and MAD 
Celebrity, which together 
are helping to usher in an 
exciting new generation 
of Arab filmmakers and 
entertainment talent.

maher.diab@mad-solutions.
com
+(20)1094249916 
www.mad-solutions.com

MARIA  
ATEF
Freelance 
Journalist

Accreditated press

mariamatef@yahoo.com  
00201002896127

MASHHOUR  
MOHAMED
Alghad Tv 
Journalist

Accreditated press

mashhoo@yahoo.com  
+(20) 1010878990
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EGYPT

EGYPT

NESRINE 
EL-ZAYAT 
Director 

Doc Post Production 
Platform, Film:  
On the Fence. 

Nesrine El-Zayat was 
born in Upper Egypt in 
the governorate of Sohag. 
She studied sociology at 
the University of the South 
Valley. She was working as a 
journalist at Rosa El-Youssef 
newspaper for 10 years. She 
has directed short films and 
documentaries.

nesrin.lotfy@gmail.com

OMAR  
ABDELAZIZ 
ELDANAF
Director

Guest of Honor and 
member of the jury group 
Feature.

SAMAHER  
ALQADI
Prophecy Films 
Director

MAFF Post Production 
Platform, Film: As I Want.

Prophecy Films is an 
Egyptian lm production 
company based in Cairo that 
develops and produces 
in-house projects and also 
provides production services 
to Middle Eastern, U.S. and 
European networks, inde- 
pendents and international 
distribution companies. 

samaherelqadi@gmail.com
+(971)506461271
www.prophecyfilms.net

REDA 
ABDELFATTAH
alghad.tv 
Director 

Accreditated press.

redaabdelrazek2013@gmail.
com
+(20) 1005663661

REEM  
AL KAMMASH
Mimet Film Studios 
Script Writer/ 
Director/ Producer 

Writer, Director and 
Producer Graduated from 
faculty of Dentistry Alexan-
dria University then followed 
her passion in writing and 
making films independently. 
Attended various classes 
and workshops on film 
making. She participated in 
writing and producing the 
first Egyptian web series 
Plan B. Co-founded Mimet 
Film Studios in Alexandria, 
Egypt. Reem wrote and 
directed her first short film 
He existed No Longer.

rima_sherif@yahoo.com 
+(20) 1140384258 
rimasherif.wix.com/portfolio

MOHAMED  
HEFZY
Film Clinic 
Producer

Film Clinic was founded in 
2005 and is managed by 
the renowned Producer 
and Scriptwriter Mohamed 
Hefzy. Film Clinic is 
now considered one of 
the leading production 
companies in the MENA 
region that not only creates 
unique features but also 
empowers talents to do so.

info@film-clinic.com 
+202 252 680 50 
www.film-clinic.com

NADA   
HOWAIDY
MAD Solutions  
Account Manager 

MAD Solutions is the first 
Pan-Arab independent 
studio and fully integrative 
marketing and creative 
consultancy for the Arab film 
and Entertainment Industry. 
Under the umbrella of MAD 
Solutions, the studio is 
supported by five pillars: 
MAD Marketing, MAD 
Content, MAD Distribution, 
MAD Culture and MAD 
Celebrity, which together 
are helping to usher in an 
exciting new generation 
of Arab filmmakers and 
entertainment talent. 

nada.howaidy@mad-
solutions.com
01006611566
www.mad-solutions.com

NADINE  
KHAN
Film Clinic 
Director 

MAFF Development Funding 
Feature. Established in 
2005, Film Clinic offers 
screenwriting workshops 
and produces narrative 
and documentary features. 
While targeting general 
audiences in Egyptian, 
regional, and international 
markets, the company has 
also developed a reputation 
for supporting independent 
filmmakers and investing 
in innovative approaches 
to film that offer creative 
alternatives to mainstream 
Egyptian commercial 
cinema.

info@film-clinic.com  
+202 252 680 50 
www.film-clinic.com

NAGLA  
ABO ELNAGA
Alathir  
Journalist 

Accreditated press

morom31@hotmail.com 
+(002) 33047845

MOHAMED 
ABDELKHALEK
Scriptwriter

Representative of the film 
Those Who Feared Died.
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EGYPT

YASMIN 
RAEIS
Actress

Representative of the film 
Hepta.

WESAM 
ATEF
AL GHAD AL ARABI 
Editor/Lecturer

wesamhasan1123@gmail.
com
+(02002) 01111717207

SARA  
HEGAZI
Shot Pictures  
Director/Producer 

Sara is a film director, 
creative producer and script 
writer who participated 
in many workshop at film 
industry, she has a four short 
movie and she is working 
now on her frist long movie 

sara.hegazi85@hotmail.com 
+(201)003294580 
www.shotpictures.com

SHIRHAN  
ASHRAF
Sky News 
Press

Accreditated press

shirhan.ashraff@gmail.com

SHADY  
AL MASOUDY
Pimovia  
Director 

Pimovia a one big team 
founded in Egypt and now 
covering 3 continents, 
serving our customers with 
super care to get them 
professionally growing and 
known.

shady9119@gmail.com 
+(201)005032268 
www.facebook.com/pimovia

JAANA  
PUSKALA
Finnish Film 
Foundation 
Head of International 
Department

The Finnish Film Founda-
tion supports and promotes 
the Finnish film industry by 
allocating public funding for 
professional film production, 
exhibition and distribution. 
The Foundation is also 
responsible for the festival 
distribution and international 
promotion of Finnish films. 
Production support is availa-
ble for feature, documentary, 
short and animation films as 
well as television series. 

ses@ses.fi
+358 9 6220 300
www.ses.fi 

METE  
SASIOGLU
Sons of Lumière 
Producer, CEO

Mete Sasioglu has produced 
films, commercials and 
music videos since 2008. 
His first feature film Latch 
got theatrical release in 
Finland in 2013. His latest 
films include documentary 
Curious Skin (dir. Samuli 
Valkama), short film 
Party Time (dir. Jenni 
Kangasniemi) and a feature 
length fiction Night Goes 
Long (dir. Vesa Kuosmanen 
& Henri Huttunen).

mete.sasioglu@
sonsoflumiere.com 
+(358)407721167 
www.sonsoflumiere.com

PETRI  
KEMPPINEN
Nordisk Film  
& TV-fond 
CEO

Established in 1990, and 
based in Oslo, Nordisk Film 
& TV Fond’s primary purpose 
is to promote film and TV 
productions of high quality 
in the five Nordic countries 
(Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway and Sweden), by 
providing support for top-up 
financing of feature films, 
TV-fiction/drama-series and 
creative documentaries. Nor-
disk Film & TV Fond is also 
secretariat to the prestigious 
Nordic Council Film Prize.

petri@nordiskfilmogtvfond.
com
+(47) 640 06 080
www.nordiskfilmogtvfond.
com

IBRAHIM 
AL ARISS
Critic

Guest of Honor and 
member of the jury group 
Feature.

MAYA  
SAFADI
Director

maya_safadi@hotmail.com 
+(33) 786844642

FRANCEFINLAND
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HASSAIN  
AL HANI
AlNahj FilmFest 
Director

Accreditated press.

info@alnahjfilmfest.com  
+(00694) 77067

IRAQ

MALTE 
HAGENER
Philipps-Universität 
Marburg  
Professor of  
Film Studies

Professor of film studies with 
an interest in Arab/Middle 
Eastern cinema.

hagener@uni-marburg.de 
+(49)1754146633 
www.uni-marburg.de

MICHAEL 
SCHWERTEL
Power-Toons 
Producer

As the name suggests 
Power Toons is a production 
company focused on 
powerful animation for 
film, television and new 
media. Power Toons 
has always been about 
strong characters for film 
script, design and motion 
projects that are worth 
developing, producing 
and financing. Power 
Toons was established by 
Michael Schwertel in 2007. 
Power Toons is based near 
Cologne, Germany and 
backed by blurmedia’s 
formidable network of 
experienced freelancers. 

info@power-toons.de 
+(49)22969003693 
www.power-toons.de

ALI ATIYAH BAQER 
KAMIL

HAYDER 
MOHAMMED  
MAHMOOD
AD

Representative of the 
film Bagdhad outside 
Bagdhad.

GERMANY

ALEXANDER  
WINKER
HUPE Film- und 
Fernsehproduktion

alex_winker@gmx.de 
+(49) 3857582337

MSALLAM 
SARRAY

TARIK  
HAMDAN
Freelance 
Journalist, editor

Accreditated press

+(33) 781075561

FRANCE

RAJA 
TAWIL
Reality Check 
Writer/Director

Reality Check is an 
audiovisual artistic blog and 
collective project, evolving 
with artist collaborations 
upon proposed concepts. 
I am a graduate of the 
Lebanese Academy of Fine 
Arts (ALBA) in 2015 pursuing 
my artistic career in writing, 
music composition and 
theater. My 2011 Movie 
From Inside has been highly 
acclaimed on Lebanese 
TV for its blood donation 
message and promotion of 
tolerance.

rajatawil@gmail.com 
+(33)619753484 
fb.me/Reality.check.leb
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ZAINAB 
MEZAAL

THOR TJÖRVI 
THÓRSSON
Islandic Film Centre 
Head of Production 
& International 
Relations

The Icelandic Film Centre 
was established in 2003, 
when a new law took effect 
stipulating the Icelandic 
government’s participation in 
matters of domestic filmmak-
ing. The role of the Icelandic 
Film Centre is to fund 
Icelandic films and promote 
them abroad. Additionally the 
Icelandic Film Centre is also 
enthusiastic about nurturing 
film culture in Iceland by 
supporting local film festivals, 
seminars and workshops 
where foreign and local 
professionals collaborate in 
both film and television.

tjorvi@icelandicfilmcentre.is 
+(354) 562 3580 
www.icelandicfilmcentre.is

ASMA  
BSEISO
Karma Films 
Director

Representative of the film 
Mangoes with Nostalgic 
Falvor. Asma Bseiso was 
born in Jordan in 1984. 
A film and documentary 
director and writer who 
started her film career in 
2007. Her documentary, I 
Am Gaza, was the opening 
film at Amal Film Festival 
in Spain and The Arab film 
festival in Oran. Bseiso has 
also worked for a number of 
television stations (France 
24, ARTE, MBC), NGOs 
(United Nations, Care 
International) and other 
production companies.
Bseiso is currently 
releasing her first feature 
documentary, Aisha. 

Asmabes@gmail.com 
+(962)777454648 
www.karmaproductions.
net 

DARIN  
SALLAM
TaleBox 
Director

Darin Sallam is the co-
founder and managing 
partner at TaleBox, a
Jordanian company
established in 2016 and 
specialized in the production 
and creation of audiovisual 
content and media as well 
as brands, franchises and 
advertising. She is now 
working on her first feature 
narrative film project, 
currently in development.

darin.sallam@gmail.com 
+(962)796018004 

ICELANDIRAQ JORDAN

SAJJAD 
SUBAIHAWI
Representative of the film 
The Iraqi Superman.

SALAM 
SALMAN
Representative of the film 
Gift Of My Father.

WARETH 
KWAISH
Director

Representative of the 
film A Nation Without A 
Homeland

WATHAB  
SIGAR
Karbala Satllite 
Groub 
Director

Karbala Satellite  
Channel. 

wathab.alsigar@gmail.com 
+(964)7719496959 
www.karbala-tv.net

YAHYA 
AL ALLAKK

IRAQ

DEEMA  
AZAR
TaleBox 
Producer

TaleBox is a Jordanian 
company established in 
2016 and specialized in the 
production and creation 
of audiovisual content and 
media as well as brands, 
franchises and advertising.

deema.azar@gmail.com
info@talebox.org 
+(962)795933903



G
ui

d
e

104 MAFF Market Forum | 2nd annual | 2016

MANON 
NAMMOUR
Khabbaz 
Productions 
Director 

MAFF Development 
Funding Short, Film: 
Barakat. 

Manon Nammour is a 
23 years old Lebanese 
director and production 
designer, graduated with a 
degree in communication 
arts in radio, Television 
and film from Notre Dame 
UniversityLouaize (NDU). 
Manon has worked in 
various departments from 
producing, directing and 
production designing on 
various award winning 
short films, corporate 
videos, music videos and 
advertisement.

MADELEINE 
TABAR
Actress

Member of the jury group 
Documentary.

MARIA  
ABDEL KARIM
Director 

MAFF Development 
Funding Short, Film:  
If Toys Can Speak

Maria Abdel Karim is an 
independent Scriptwriter, 
Director, and Producer who 
graduated from Notre Dame 
University-Louaize with a 
BA in communication Arts in 
Radio, TV and Film in 2012. 
Her first short film A Tempo 
the 3rd Act (2012) was in the 
official selection to compete 
in more than 10 international 
world wide festivals and it 
won 2 Awards; Best Arab 
Film in the ECU in Paris and 
Best Sound in Sapporo Film 
Festival in Japan.

maria.a.karim@gmail.com 
+(961) 3919714 

NICOLAS 
KHABBAZ
Khabbaz 
Productions 
Producer, Director  

MAFF Development 
Funding Short.

Division of Audio Visual Arts 
at Notre Dame University – 
Lebanon (NDU) since 2012. 
He has produced twelve 
theater plays between 
2005 and 2016 written 
and directed by Georges 
Khabbaz with whom he 
co-founded Khabbaz 
Production.

nicolaskhabbaz@hotmail.com
+ (961) 3483432

LEBANON

MAI  
MASRI
Director

Representative of the film 
3000 Nights.

RIFQI  
ASSAF
Director

Representative of the film 
The Curve.

RULA 
NASSER
The Imaginarium 
Producer

Rula Nasser is active 
Jordanian producer that 
has a vast experience 
in film productions. 
Her films participated 
in prestigious festivals. 
The Last Friday was the 
first Jordanian film at the 
Berlinale 2011,  Waiting for 
P.O.Box was in the official 
competition of Cannes Short 
International  Festival 2012. 
She was chosen by Variety 
magazine in 2012, as one of 
the top Ten Arab Producers 
to Watch.

rula.nasser@gmail.com  
theimaginariumfilms.com

HAUVICK 
HABÉCHIAN
Journalist, writer

LINA ALABED
Director 

Doc Post Production 
Platform. Lina Alabed is a 
Palestinian filmmaker, born 
in 1980 in Damascus, who 
graduated from the Faculty 
of Journalism, Damascus 
University. Her graduation 
project was a documentary 
film about a Syrian author 
Mohamed Al-Maghout, 
which was broadcast on Al 
Jazeera in 2007. Her second 
documentary Noor Alhuda 
was produced by Al-Arabiya 
channel and was awarded 
the DOX-BOX jury prize as 
the best Syrian documentary 
film in 2010.

lina.alabed@gmail.com 
+(961)76657145 

JORDAN LEBANON

DINA 
NASER
Director

Participant of Doc Post 
Production Platform.

Director Dina Naser is a 
Jordanian filmmaker who 
has been working in cinema 
as a director, producer and 
writer since 2008. She has 
studied in Jordan as as 
well as in Manhattan Film 
Academy and has a Master 
degree in documentary 
filmmaking through 
Docnomads program, from 
universities in Portugal, 
Hungary and Belgium.

dina.naser@gmail.com
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MOROCCO

ABDELHAQ 
MANTRACH
Festival de Rabat 
Festival President

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

DRISS MRINI
Director 

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

FATIMA 
LAOUKILI
Writer/actress

Guest of Honor and 
Member of the jury group 
Feature.

HASSAN 
MOUTTAQI
Moroccan  
Film Institute

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

HICHAM 
LAASRI
Director 

Representative of the film 
Starve Your Dog.

OMAR  
EL KADI
Metropolis  
Cinema/MC 
Distribution 

MC Distribution is a 
Lebanon based distribution 
and sales company that 
acquire Lebanese, Arab 
and international titles (All 
rights) for the Middle East 
and North Africa. MCD also 
acts as sales agent for its 
sister company productions 
(Abbout productions).

oelkadi@mcdistribution.me
info@metropoliscinema.net
+(961)331661
www.metropoliscinema.net

SAM  
LAHOUD
NDU International 
Film Festival 
Founding Director

The NDU International Film 
Festival (NDUIFF), a short 
film festival founded in 2007 
at Notre Dame University. 
NDUIFF is celebrated 
annually in November. The 
mission of NDUIFF is to 
promote young filmmakers 
by screening their films in 
front of large audiences and 
to promote their talents and 
artistic excellence. 

slahoud@ndu.edu.lb  
www.nduiff.com

ROLA 
SHAMAS
Director

MAFF Development 
Funding Short.

Rola Shamas is Lebanese 
director, born in 1971 in Teh-
ran. Studied English, Persian 
literature, fashion, jewelry 
design and International 
Relations before moving 
into film industry. Since 
2003, she has produced TV 
commercials, animation, art 
programs for TV and docu-
mentaries. Her work is now 
focused on directing docu-
mentaries and video art. 

rshamas@yahoo.com

TRAORE  
PATRICK
La Voix du Soudan

We organize public and 
private concerts throughout 
Mali.The emergence of the 
group is to demand, how-
ever the Group management 
can arrange cultural perfor-
mances wherever the need 
arises. We refer to the Malian 
tradition to host our events 
and all national languages 
(Bambara, Fulani, Soninke, 
Dogon, Songhai, Mandingo, 
Tamasheq, and others) are 
used in the songs.

contact@lavoixdusoudan.
com
+(223)20 72 56 95
www.lavoixdusoudan.com 

ADNAN  
BEL TALEB
Freelance 
Press

Accreditated press.

greatlibya@yahoo.com  
+(218) 928522368

MALILIBYALEBANON
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MOROCCO

MOHAMED 
MOUFTAKIR
Director 

Representative of the 
film L’orchestre des 
Aveugles.

MOHAMED 
GHAZALI
Ministère de la 
Communication 
General Secretary

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

MOHAMED 
LAABOUDI
Director 

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

MOHAMED 
CHRIF TRIBAK
Director 

Representative of the film 
Small Pleasures.

MOHCINE 
BASRI
Director 

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

MOROCCO

LAMIA 
CHRAIBI
Producer

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

MALAK 
DAHMOUNI
Festival de Rabat 
Director

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

MOHAMED 
BELGHOUATE
ISMAC 
Director

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

KHALIL 
LOUGMANI
Commission  
Film de Rabat

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

IZZA GENINI
Director 

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.
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CARLA TJON
Arab Camera 
Film Festival 
Member of the 
Board

The Arab Camera Festival 
is an artistic forum where 
a nuanced image of the 
cultural, political, social 
and artistic situation in the 
Arab world is shown and in 
which films about hot topics 
in the Arab communities in 
Europe are programmed. 
By doing this, Arab Camera 
Festival creates space for 
an open dialogue about art, 
human rights, emancipa-
tion and political freedom 
in Arab countries and in 
Europe as a whole and in 
the Netherlands in particular. 
The festival takes place in 
Rotterdam.

info@arabcamera.nl  
www.arabfilmfestival.nl

KARIM 
TRAÏDIA
Human Film 
Producer 

A Dutch-Algerian director and 
writer. He studied sociology 
in Paris and cinema at the 
Dutch Film Academy of Am-
sterdam. His graduation film, 
De Onmacht/Impotence, won 
several awards in Europe. 
His first feature The Polish 
Bride won 2 Golden Calves 
(best director & best actress) 
at the national film festival 
(Utrecht), was nominated for 
a Golden Globe and selected 
to represent the Netherlands 
at the Oscars and was also 
selected at the Critic Weeks 
in Cannes. After The Polish 
Bride Karim wrote and di-
rected Les diseurs de Verité.

karimtraidia@gmail.com
+(213) 560 13 36 28
www.humanfilm.com

INTISHAL 
AL-TIMIMI 
El Gouna  
Film Festival  
Festival Director

Intishal Al-Timimi has worked 
as head of Sanad as well as 
Director of Arabic Program-
ming at Abu Dhabi Film 
Festival (ADFF). He has also 
worked as Artistic Director 
of the Arab Film Festival in 
Rotterdam and was a coor-
dinator of Arab programs for 
many festivals and events 
from all over the world. He 
is now the Festival Director 
of El Gouna Film Festival in 
Egypt. 

KRISTIAN 
TAKVAM 
KINDT 
Sørfond 
Project Manager

Sørfond – the Norwegian 
South Film Fund is one the 
international commitments 
of NFI. The overall objective 
of the fund is to strengthen 
film as a cultural expression 
and to stimulate the produc-
tion of films in developing 
countries. Sørfond grants 
co-productions between pro-
ducers from countries on the 
OECD’s DAC-list and Nor-
wegian minority producers. 
Sørfond has co- produced 
15 featurelength fiction and 
documentaries of which 
many have been invited to 
prestigious film festivals 
throughout the world.

sorfond@filmfrasor.no
www.filmfrasor.no/sorfond

NORWAY

NOUREDDINE 
ALCHMARI
Director

Representative of the film 
Zero.

SALMA 
BARGACH
Director

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

SARIM  
FASSI FIHRI
Moroccan  
Film Centre 
Director

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

TARIQ  
KHALAMI
Moroccan  
Film Centre

Special Guest Focus, 
In Focus: Morocco, 
part of delegation from 
Morocco.

KASSEM  
HAWAL
Director

Guest of Honor and 
member of the jury group 
Short Film.

NETHERLANDS

SAFAA  
AGUA
Izuran Press 
Journalist

Accreditated press.

safaa1ahmed@yahoo.fr 
00212621703666

MOROCCO
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OMAN

NASSER 
ALAAMRI
Oman Film Society 
Civil Servant

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen the 
Omani film industry. 

nhk2200@gmail.com 
+(968) 99373848

RUQAIA 
AL JUNAIBI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

OMAN

ISMAIL  
AL HADID
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

JAMIL 
AL YA’QOUBI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

KHALID 
AL ZADJALI
Oman Film Society 
Festival President

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

MOHAMED 
AL DARWISHI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

FAIZ 
AL KINDI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

FAISAL 
AL-ZADJALI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

BALQEES 
AL SHABI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

ABDUL  
AL BALUSHI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

A part of Oman Film 
Society.
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ZAINAB  
AL JUNAIBI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

ZUNAIDA 
AL BARWANI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

CASEY  
A.  JACKSON
Idioms Film 
Producer

Idioms film was established 
in Ramallah in 2004 with 
the purpose of developing 
the cinematic capacity of 
independent film production, 
by improving accessibility 
to production facilities, 
international film markets, 
and financing. MAFF 
Development Funding 
Documentary, Film: 
Chopped, Future Logic 
Platform (USA)

caj@idiomsfilm.com 
+(972) 2297 6157 
www.idiomsfilm.com

AMEEH 
NAYFEH
Odeh Films 
Director 

MAFF Development Funding 
Feature. Born in Palestine 
in 1988. Despite an early 
interest in filmmaking, 
he first earned his B.S. in 
Nursing in 2010. Two years 
later, he graduated with 
an MFA from the Red Sea 
Institute of Cinematic Arts 
in Jordan with the goal of 
telling authentic stories 
from his region. He wrote, 
produced and directed 
award winning short films, 
and has been freelancing for 
film and TV production for 
the past 3 years. 

info@film-clinic.com   
www.film-clinic.com/

KARAM  
ALI
Idioms Film 
Director 

MAFF Development 
Funding Documentary. 

Idioms film was established 
in Ramallah in 2004 with 
the purpose of developing 
the cinematic capacity of 
independent film production, 
by improving accessibility 
to production facilities, 
international film markets, 
and financing. MAFF 
Development Funding 
Documentary, Film: 
Chopped, Future Logic 
Platform (USA)

karam.f.ali@gmail.com 
+(972) 597979794 
+(972) 22950614 
www.idiomsfilm.com

MAY 
ODEH
Odeh Films 
Producer

Founded in 2011, an 
independent film production 
company that focuses 
on producing creative 
documentary and fiction 
author films, based in 
Ramallah.

odehfilms@gmail.com 
+(970) 597 168 631

SALAM 
YAHYA
Samra 
Editor

We are three friends, who 
started producing and 
directing films before 
graduating from media 
college, are working on a 
documentary about tourism 
in Palestine and Jordan. 
We create and edit our 
work during the holidays 
without the use of heavy and 
expensive equipment. we 
only use a digital camera 
Canon 600D, a tripod, and 
smart phone.

sanabelalhoot5@gmail.com 
 +(00970) 598481142 

OLA  
AL-SHEIKH
Film Critic 

Ola Al-Sheikh is currently 
living in Abu Dhabi working 
as a journalist in charge of 
the cinema pages in Emirati 
Today, a position she has 
had for the last five years. 
In 2015 she was a part of 
Critics without borders at 
Malmö Arab Film Festival. 
She has also worked at the 
Cairo Film Festival. She has 
a bachelor degree in media 
from Alyarmouk University 
in Jordan.

ola.raed@gmail.com 

PALESTINE

PALESTINE

SHARIFA 
AL SABRI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

SULAIMAN 
AL WAHAIBI
Oman Film Society 
Filmmaker

Oman Film Society unite 
filmmakers and work to 
establish and strengthen 
the Omani film industry. 

OMAN
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ADAM  
HEDENGREN
Yourmiddleeast 
Editor

Accreditated press.

adam@yourmiddleeast.com 
+(45) 51914481

MAGNUS  
PERSSON
Pacific Press 
Agency/Freelance 
Photographer

Accreditated press.

magnus.persson.
photography@gmail.com

PHILIPPINESPALESTINE

AYA 
AL BLOUCHI
Seat 26 Productions 
Founder and 
Managing Partner

Seat 26 is a production 
company with an aim to 
support young filmmakers 
achieve their film projects. 
The company invests in 
student films and pro-
duces short and feature 
(fiction / documentary) 
films for first and second 
time filmmakers. From a 
cultural and educational 
perspective, Seat 26 
conducts industry-related 
workshops.

aalblouchi@seat26.com 
+(974) 660 10343 
www.seat26.com

LIUDMILA  
SHAVERDOVA
CTC media 
Director

Accreditated press.

info@ctcmedia.ru 
+(7495) 7974100

KHALIL  
BENKIRANE
Doha Film Institute 
Head of Grants

Doha Film Institute is an 
independent, not-for-profit 
cultural organization 
dedicated to building Qatar’s 
film culture. The Institute’s 
platforms include funding 
and production of local, 
regional and international 
films; skills- sharing and 
mentorship programmes; 
film screenings; the Ajyal 
Youth Film Festival and 
Qumra.

kbenkirane@
dohafilminstitute.com 
+(974)442 00505 
www.dohafilminstitute.com

MOHAMED  
SALAMEH
AlJazeera Network 
Producer

Accreditated press.

mu.salameh@gmail.com 
+(974) 55105078

QATAR

RUSSIA

MARWA  
ZEIN
OR E 
Director 

Doc Post Production 
Platform, Film: Off  
Khartoum Sides.

marwa_fadl@yahoo.com 
+(20) 1143378686
www.marwazein.com

SUDAN

ABBE  
HASSAN
Indian Summer Film 
Producer, Director 

MAFF Development 
Funding Short. 

Abbe Hassan has directed 
and written a number of 
shortfilms. He has worked 
in close collaboration with 
Josef Fares on his last four 
feature films and produced 
all of his commercials, 
such as the critically 
acclaimed story of Karim, 
From Baghdad to Sweden. 
Abbe has directed and 
written several short films. 
In 2015/16 he produced 
his first feature film Måste 
Gitt. Abbe is now writing the 
script to his first feature film 
as director. 

abbe@indiansummerfilm.se 
+46(0)703530351 
www.indiansummerfilm.se

SWEDEN

AMI 
EKSTRÖM
Film Väst  
Senior Executive  
Co-productions

Film Väst is one of Europe´s 
most successful co-pro-
ducers and Scandinavia´s 
preeminent regional film fund. 
Each year millions of cinema 
goers all over the world see 
a production co-produced 
by Film Väst. Over the years 
Film Väst co-productions 
have also been richly re-
warded with nominations and 
awards at the world´s most 
prestigeous events including 
festivals such as Cannes, 
Berlin, Toronto and galas 
such as Golden Globes, the 
European Film Awards and 
the Oscars.

ami.ekstrom@filmvast.se  
www.filmvast.se

SUHA 
ARRAF
Bailasan 
Director 

MAFF Development 
Funding Feature. 

We are three friends, who 
started producing and 
directing films before 
graduating from media 
college, are working on a 
documentary about tourism 
in Palestine and Jordan. 
We create and edit our 
work during the holidays 
without the use of heavy and 
expensive equipment. we 
only use a digital camera 
Canon 600D, a tripod, and 
smart phone.

arraf.suha@gmail.com
+(970) 598481142
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ANNIKA  
GUSTAFSSON
Freelance 
Journalist, writer

Accreditated press.

annikag43@gmail.com 
+(46) (0)406114698

CALLE 
MARTHIN
Swedish 
Film Institute 
Commissioner, 
feature films

Calle Marthin has extensive 
experience as a script writer, 
producer and dramatic 
adviser for television, film 
and stage. He has been 
writer/producer at Swedish 
National Television (SVT) 
and worked as a publisher 
at the literary publishing 
house Bonniers/Wahlström 
& Widstrand. 

calle.marthin@filminstitutet.
se 

SWEDEN

AMMAR  
SAAD
Sharjah TV  
Journalist

Accreditated press.

teeh.sw@gmail.com

ANDERS  
BANKE
Solid  
Entertainment AB  
Director

Solid Entertainment is 
a production company 
founded in 1996 and based 
in Malmö, Sweden. We 
produce all types of media – 
everything from commercials 
and music promos to 
documentaries and features. 
We also run a rental facility 
– Solid Cine Rental, where 
we provide productions with 
cameras, lenses, lights and 
grip equipment.

anders@solidentertainment.
se 
+(46)704675942 
www.solidentertainment.se

ANDERS  
GRANQVIST
Good Film & Post 
Producer

Good Film & Post is a post 
production facility, that 
can assist any film maker 
or producer with conform, 
motion graphics, grade and 
visual effects in their post 
production requirements 
world wide. From independ-
ent documentaries to high 
end features, from local 
to international commer-
cials, from public service 
to commercial television 
they can provide years of 
experience and streamlined 
post production workflow at 
friendly costs. Good Film & 
Post are providing 5 days of 
Color Grading and 3 days of 
Motion Graphics. 

www.goodpost.se

SWEDEN

ANDREA 
KVIECINSKA
Invest in Skåne 
Business Developer

Andrea Kviecinska moved 
to Sweden from Slovakia 
to study Service Manage-
ment with focus on market-
ing, communication and 
project management at Lund 
University in 2002. Due to 
her interests and ambition for 
marketing, project manage-
ment and communication, 
she is now working as a 
Business Developer at Invest 
in Skåne, the official business 
promotion agency for south-
ern Sweden. 

andrea.kviecinska@skane.
com
+46 40 675 34 29
southernswedencreatives.
com

ANDREAS  
CLIMENT 
Neverday 
Director/Producer

Neverday Film is a quickly 
growing production 
company based in Malmö, 
Sweden. We develop and 
produce feature films for the 
Swedish and international 
market (Origin, 2016), tv-
series and commercials for 
clients like Alfa Romeo and 
Cadbury. Our team consists 
of director Andreas Climent 
and producers Jennifer 
Carlsson and Michel 
Teixeira.

andreas@neverday.com  
www.neverday.com

ANDREAS  
ROCKSÉN
Laika Film & 
Television AB 
Producer

Laika Film & Television is a 
production company niched 
in investigating documentary 
films and reports. Andreas 
Rocksén is the Managing 
Director of Laika Film & Tel-
evision AB. He is an outmost 
experienced journalist, direc-
tor and producer (Eurodoc 
graduate 2012). He is a many 
times awarded producer/
director of Documentary 
films and awards. Since 2004 
Laika Film & Television AB 
have produced more than 30 
films and reports for Swedish 
and International markets. 

andreas@laikafilm.se  
+(46) 86680540 
www.laikafilm.se

BASEL 
MAWLAWI
Eyeing the World 
Producer

Basel Mawlawi was raised 
in Damascus, Syria. Basel 
worked for four years as a 
producer and production 
manager on a number of 
documentary projects in 
Amman, Jordan and Damas-
cus, Syria and produced a 
short film called Patchwork 
House that premiered at the 
2013 Cannes Film Festival. 
Basel currently works as a 
producer and a production 
manager in Malmö, Sweden. 
He recently produced the 
twelve-part documentary 
series for Al-Jazeera called 
Camera and a City.

bassel@mail.com 
+(46) 765602131 
www.eyeingtheworld.com

ANTONIO 
RUSSO  
MERENDA 
Swedish  
Film Institute 
Documentary Film 
Commissioner

Antonio Russo Merenda is 
a film producer who studied 
Law, Film and Literature at 
the University of Rome. He 
is a co-founder of Hysteria 
Film, which he has managed 
for 15 years. In 2012 he also 
founded Ginestra Film in 
Stockholm, working together 
with companies in Finland, 
Denmark, Norway, Germany, 
France and Poland. His nu-
merous award-winning films 
include Vodka Factory (Vod-
kafabriken), Finnish Blood 
Swedish Heart (Ingen riktig 
finne) and Colombianos.
antonio.russomerenda@
filminstitutet.se
+46 08 665 11 00 
www.filminstitutet.se
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CHRISTINA  
WALLIN
Koanuka Films  
& Marketing 
Producer

Producer at Koanuka 
Films & Marketing and 
of Resilience, “With the 
documentary Resilience I 
was curious how we all can 
have access to the mental 
strength and self-worth, we 
carry within us.”

christina.wallin@
koanuka.com 
+(46)0730333324 
www.koanuka.com

DANIEL  
LUNDQUIST
BUFF International 
Film Festival 
Head of 
Programming

BUFF, the International Film 
Festival for Children and 
Young People in Malmö, was 
founded in 1984. The aim 
was, and still is, to screen 
good films and to be a meet-
ing place for people working 
with children, young people 
and film. BUFF strives to open 
the possibilities for more 
influences from the world 
by showing films that might 
never be screened otherwise. 
In the cinema we get to meet 
different cultures and tag 
along on endless adventures. 

daniel@buff.se 
+46733828935 
www.buff.se

DANIEL  
KARLSSON
Good Film & Post 
Motion Graphics 
Designer

Good Film & Post is a post 
production facility, that can 
assist any film maker or pro-
ducer with conform, motion 
graphics, grade and visual 
effects in their post produc-
tion requirements world wide. 
From independent documen-
taries to high end features, 
from local to international 
commercials, from public ser-
vice to commercial television 
they can provide years of 
experience and streamlined 
post production workflow at 
friendly costs. 

daniel@good.se 
+(46)707974070 
www.goodpost.se

SWEDEN

DAVID  
HERDIES
Momento Film 
Producer

Momento Film is a production 
company based in Stock-
holm, Sweden. The company 
was founded by producer 
and director David Herdies in 
2011 with the vision to create 
cinematic and bold art house 
films with a strong presence 
of the director’s voice. With 
one leg in documentary and 
one in fiction, we work with 
Cannes awarded directors 
such as Frida Kempf (SWE) 
and Simón Mesa Soto (COL) 
as well as upcoming talents 
like Theresa Traore Dahlberg 
(SWE) and Eloy Domínguez 
Serén (SPA).

david@momentofilm.se 
+46 73 508 24 18 
momentofilm.se

DINA  
AFKHAMPOUR
CinemAfrica  
Film Festival 
Festival manager

CinemAfrica is a non-profit 
organisation that works 
towards spreading high-
quality African and diaspora 
cinema in Sweden. We show 
features, short films and 
documentaries and act 
as a platform and a forum 
for African film in Sweden. 
By showing African and 
diaspora film we’re aiming at 
broadening the types of cul-
ture on offer in Sweden and 
at increasing the knowledge 
Swedes have about African 
current affairs.

dina@cinemafrica.se 
+46736325611 
www.cinemafrica.se

GABRIELLA  
CEDERSTRÖM
Studio InterAlter 
Director/Producer

Working in short film, 
documentary film and 
reportage. I am mainly 
working as a director but  
I also work as a producer.

ceom@interalter.eu 
+(46)739309745 
www.interalter.eu

HANNA 
SCHEDIN
Boost Hbg 
Community Manager

BoostHbg is a VR and 
transmedia incubator and 
fund, focusing on new story 
and buisness development 
in innovative media and 
film. We work with creators 
who combine powerful 
story worlds with deep 
and authentic audience 
engagement, cultivating 
genuine commercial 
potential, and tools that will 
positively impact our world.

kommunikation@boosthbg.se
+ (46) 70 819 3832 
www.boosthbg.se

HAWA  
SANNEH
CinemAfrica Film 
Festival  
Festival Coordinator

CinemAfrica is a non-profit 
organisation that works 
towards spreading high-
quality African and diaspora 
cinema in Sweden. We show 
features, short films and 
documentaries and act 
as a platform and a forum 
for African film in Sweden. 
By showing African and 
diaspora film we’re aiming at 
broadening the types of cul-
ture on offer in Sweden and 
at increasing the knowledge 
Swedes have about African 
current affairs.

hawa@cinemafrica.se 
+(46)704837816 
www.cinemafrica.se

SWEDEN

CHINA 
ÅLANDER
Producer

Member of the jury group 
Documentary.

CHARLOTTE  
MADSEN
SVT Dokumentär 
Commissioning 
Editor 
documentaries

Charlotte Gry Madsen 
started working for SVT’s, 
Sweden’s public ervice 
broadcaster, renowned arts 
& culture doc slot K special 
in 2013 but is now based 
in Malmö, commissioning 
documentaries for SVT’s 
prime time slot focusing on 
human interest and social 
issues. Charlotte has a 
background in international 
distribution, sales and 
financing and worked as 
editor of documentaries and 
co-productions at DR Sales 
before she came to SVT

charlotte.madsen@svt.se
www.svt.se/dokumentar
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IVICA  
ZUBAK
Indian Summer Film 
Producer

Indian summer is a 
production company based 
in Stockholm. We represent 
talented and award winning 
directors. Our strength is in 
the narrative storytelling. We 
produce commercials, TV & 
feature films. We love good 
stories!

ivica@indiansummerfilm.se 
+46(0)707667577 
www.indiansummerfilm.se

JOACHIM 
HEDÉN
Way Creative Films 
CEO

Malmö-based production 
and post production 
company.

www.waycreative.se

JOHAN 
EKLUND
Good Film & Post 
Postproducer/ 
Colorist

Good Film & Post is a post 
production facility, that 
can assist any film maker 
or producer with conform, 
motion graphics, grade and 
visual effects in their post 
production requirements 
world wide. From independ-
ent documentaries to high 
end features, from local 
to international commer-
cials, from public service 
to commercial television 
they can provide years of 
experience and streamlined 
post production workflow at 
friendly costs. Good Film & 
Post are providing 5 days of 
Color Grading and 3 days of 
Motion Graphics. 

johan@good.se 
+(46)734441634 
www.goodpost.se

JULIA  
GEBAUER
Way Creative Films 
Producer

Malmö based production 
and post-production 
company.

jg@waycreative.se 
+(46)708 14 04 75 
www.waycreative.se

SWEDEN

HIBA 
A.ALHASAN
Öresundspuls 
Business Development 
Manager

ÖresundsPuls is a bilingual 
Arabic and Swedish newspa-
per and WebTV. It was estab-
lished in 2015, and the aim 
is to help new arrivals and 
established migrants from 
the Arabic speaking com-
munity to navigate within the 
Swedish society. Öresund-
sPuls intends to function as 
a mediator between different 
institutions and societal 
entities across cultural and 
linguistic divides. 

h.alhassane@oresundspuls.
se
www.oresundspuls.se

HOGIR  
HIRORI
Lolav Media 
Director 

Hogir Hirori was born in 1980 
in Duhok, Kurdistan. He fled 
to Sweden in 1999 and today 
he lives in Stockholm. Since 
2006 he has been freelancing 
as a photographer, editor 
and director for different 
production companies and 
tv channels. He also runs his 
own production company, 
Lolav Media.

www.lolav.com

HAYDER  
MUNJY
Sharqiya TV 
Journalist

Accreditated press.

sharqiya.tv@gmail.com

HELENA  
PATAKI
Freelance/ 
Malmö Stad  
Editor

Accreditated press.

contact@helenaponeli.com 
+(46) 0762712226

SWEDEN

JOAKIM  
STRAND
Film i Skåne

Film i Skåne is a regional 
centre for film and video 
with the task of promoting 
all aspects of films. Through 
the co-production of short, 
documentary and feature 
films we attract capital that 
is spent in the region on 
services, facilities and labour 
that help develop the audio-
visual infrastructure in Skåne. 
Contacts with various players 
such as colleges, production 
companies, municipalities 
and film organisations both 
inside and outside the region 
create networks where future-
oriented, highly skilled and 
hi-tech companies can thrive.

info@filmiskane.se 
+ (46) 0411 55 87 50 
www.filmiskane.se 

JOSEPHA  
WESSELS
Sapiens Productions 
Director 

Currently I am working as 
a postdoctoral fellow in 
Visual Anthropology for 
the Centre for Resolution 
of International Conflicts at 
Copenhagen University. I 
have a longterm experience 
wirh particularly Syria, 
media and filmmaking in the 
Arab World. I am involved 
in research work on the 
role of empathy in warzone 
media and interested 
in the application of VR 
and 360degree camera 
technology for innovative 
documentary projects 
about the Arab World that 
go beyond conventional 
documentary filmmaking.

joshkawessels@hotmail.com 
+(46) 0725539425
www.sapiensproductions.com
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LINDA  
MUTAWI
Fikra AB 
Producer

Fikra is a Stockholm based 
company founded in 2015 
with a mission to develop, 
facilitate and implement 
creative projects between 
Scandinavia and the Middle 
East, and aiming to become 
the natural partner for bi-
cultural endeavours.Together 
we combine over 30 years of 
experience in international 
business development, 
and film and media 
production offering a deep 
understanding of cross-
cultural communications and 
the creative industries.

linda@fikra.se 
+(46)729430633 
www.fikra.se

SWEDEN

KOTADA  
AB YONUS
Öresundspuls 
Founder, CEO

ÖresundsPuls is a bilingual 
Arabic and Swedish newspa-
per and WebTV. It was estab-
lished in 2015, and the aim 
is to help new arrivals and 
established migrants from 
the Arabic speaking com-
munity to navigate within the 
Swedish society. Öresund-
sPuls intends to function as 
a mediator between different 
institutions and societal 
entities across cultural and 
linguistic divides. 

k.yonus@oresundspuls.se
+46 0723371105 
www.oresundspuls.se

KLARA  
LEVIN
KlaraFilm 
Producer

Klara is a documentary film 
maker and producer based 
in Malmö and has been 
making documentaries 
since she attended Ölands 
Folkhögskola in 2008. 

hello@klarafilm.se 
+46 0732488324 
www.klarafilm.se

KHALEEL  
KASSAB
Freelance 
Journalist, 
cinematographer

Accreditated press.

khaleel_it@hotmail.com 
+(46) 0763394945

LEIF 
MOHLIN
MINT AB  
Producer

MINT AB produces film, 
television, order movies 
and events. With our broad 
experience in production, we 
know the whole chain; from 
idea development, casting 
and script for the recording 
and postproduction.

leif.mohlin@mint-ab.se 
+(46)709160519 
www.mint-ab.se

SWEDEN

KRISTINA  
COLLIANDER
Swedish  
film institute 
Head of Production 
funding 

The Swedish Film Institute 
was founded in 1963 to 
support and develop the 
Swedish film industry. The 
Swedish Film Institute works 
to promote film across the 
board – from idea to finished 
product, during launch in 
Sweden and around the 
world, and by preserving 
films for posterity in our 
archives.

kristina.colliander@
filminstitutet.se  
www.filminstitutet.se

KRISTINA  
ÅBERG
Atmo  
Producer, CEO 

Atmo is a production 
company focusing on 
productions that in different 
ways comment on our 
time and society – always 
with a twist of humour, 
often addressing a global 
audience.

kristina@atmo.se  
www.atmo.se

KARIN  
BENJAMINSSON
Invest in Skåne 
Business 
Development 
Manager

Karin Benjaminsson is a 
Business Development 
Manager at Invest in Skåne 
and Project Leader for 
Southern Sweden Creatives, 
a three-year project that 
supports small and medium 
sized companies from the 
cultural and creative indus-
tries to grow internationally; 
co-financed by the European 
Union and Swedish Agency 
for Economic and Regional 
growth.

karin.benjaminsson@
skane.se
+46 40 675 34 07
southernswedencreatives.
com

LUDVIG  
HEDLUND
Ledhund Film 
Director

Ludvig Hedlund is a Malmö-
based award winning direc-
tor and founder of produc-
tion company Ledhund Film. 

ludvig@ledhund.com
+46 0737-806422
ledhund.com

JULIA 
JARL
BUFF International 
FIlm Festival 
Festival Director

Member of the jury group 
Short Film.
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MOHAMAD 
YASER  
KASSAB
Zenloop 
Filmmaker

Born in 1988 in Aleppo, 
Syria, Yasser Kassab 
entered the field of Pho-
tography while studying 
Economics-Banking in 
Aleppo University in 2006. 
In 2012, he made a short 
video Take it participated in 
many festivals. In 2013 he 
participated in Bidayyat long 
training courses in Beirut, of 
long documentary filmmak-
ing developing with a group 
of professional trainers in 
the field of documentary. In 
2014 and 2015 Participated 
in DW Akademie Training 
courses of Video Journalism 
and video journalism for 
children’s television.

yasserkassab@live.com 
+(46)720070517

SWEDEN

LISA NYED
Film i Skåne 
Commissioning 
Editor Documentary 
Film

Film i Skåne is a regional 
center for film with the task of 
promoting all aspects of film. 
Commissioned and financed 
by Region Skåne, Film i 
Skåne has been in opera-
tion since 1995. Since 2009, 
Film i Skåne AB is a part 
of Business region Skåne. 
The regional film work is run 
in three main fields: Film 
Education; Screening and 
Production; Ystad Studios 
and Southern Sweden Film 
Commission. The view is 
overall, where film educa-
tion—see, talk about and 
make films, results in the 
creation of an interested and 
demanding audience.

lisa@filmiskane.se 
+(46) 411 55 87 50 
www.filmiskane.se

MAGNUS  
GERTTEN
Auto Images 
Director/Producer

Auto Images is a Malmö 
based production com-
pany since 1998. We have 
produced a large number of 
films, mainly documentaries 
but also features, animations 
and short films. The company 
is owned and run by Lennart 
Ström, producer and Magnus 
Gertten, director/producer. 
Six people work at the com-
pany. A selection of films: 
Every face Has a Name, 2015 
(Magnus Gertten) Harbour 
of Hope, A Thousand Pieces, 
2014 (Magnus Gertten, Stefan 
Berg) 2011 (Magnus Gertten).

magnus.gertten@
autoimages.se 
+(46)406610161 
www.autoimages.se

MAGNUS  
PAULSSON
Solid  
Entertainment AB 
Producer

Solid Entertainment is 
a production company 
founded in 1996 and based 
in Malmö, Sweden. We 
produce all types of media – 
everything from commercials 
and music promos to 
documentaries and features. 
We also run a rental facility 
—Solid Cine Rental, where 
we provide productions with 
cameras, lenses, lights and 
grip equipment.

magnus@
solidentertainment.se 
+(46)739815691 
www.solidentertainment.se

MARIA 
LARSSON
Invest in Skåne 
Business 
Development 
Manager

Maria has spent the last five 
years working with Nordic 
companies in China. With 
a strong focus on design, 
she has worked with import 
and export on the Chinese 
consumer market. Maria has 
a passion for the cross-roads 
where the international and 
the creative and cultural 
industries collide. She is now 
the project-leader-to-be for 
the Southern Sweden Crea-
tives project.

maria.larsson@skane.com 
+46 40 675 34 70 
southernswedencreatives.
com

MARIE  
STRAUSS
Folkets Bio 
Head of Acquisition

Interests: Mainly feature 
films for the whole window 
chain starting with theatrical. 
Founded 1973 Folkets Bio is 
one of Swedens leading art 
house distributors with own 
cinemas all over Sweden. 
Acquires all right for Sweden 
and Scandinavia.

marie@folketsbio.se 
+(46)736827526 
www.folketsbio.se

MARTIN 
PERSSON
Anagram 
Producer

A leading Swedish 
independent production 
company, Anagram has 
brought to life a continuous 
stream of film, TV, and 
stage productions since 
2002. It regularly produces 
documentaries, features, 
TV series, non-scripted 
TV content, and branded 
entertainment, as well as an 
annual live comedy festival. 
Anagram has received slate 
funding from the Swedish 
Film Institute for eight 
consecutive years. 

martin.persson@anagram.se 
www.anagram.se

MIKAEL  
SVENSSON
Southern Sweden 
Film Commission 
Head of Southern 
Sweden Film 
Commission

Mikael Svensson has an 
MBA from the University 
of Lund. He worked as a 
film producer for almost 
10 years. Since 2007, he 
is in charge of the Film 
Commission in Southern 
Sweden. He holds a position 
at Film i Skåne. He is Vice 
President of Scandinavian 
Locations, Vice President 
of EUFCN – (European Film 
commissioners Network).

svensson@oresundfilm.com 
+(46)707 16 32 02  
www.oresundfilm.com

SWEDEN

MANSOUR  
TASHTA
Malmö Arab  
Film Festival 
Medlem

mansourtashta@hotmail.com

MELANIE  
ARONSON
Eyeing the World 
Director/
Cinematographer

MAFF Development 
Funding Short, Film: The 
Barber.

Melanie Aronson grew up in 
the U.S.A. and received her 
Bachelors in Anthropology 
from Columbia University in 
2007 and her Masters of Fine 
Arts in Documentary Film 
from the School of Visual 
Arts (NYC) in 2014. She 
then moved to Sweden as 
a U.S. Fulbright grantee at 
Lund University’s Center 
for Middle Eastern Studies. 
Melanie directed the short 
film, Refuge, in 2013, which 
had its U.S. premiere at the 
2014 Seattle International 
Film Festival. 

eyeingtheworld@gmail.com 
+(46) 704578064
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RACHELLE  
LACHARITÉ
Southern  
Sweden Creatives  
Communications 
Officer

Rachelle Lacharité is a 
Canadian native who moved 
to Sweden to study interna-
tional development with a 
focus on cultural geography 
at Lund University. During 
her time as a student she 
founded two companies and 
gained an interest in the cul-
tural and creative industries. 
In pursuing this interest she 
is now a Communications 
Officer managing commu-
nications activities for the 
Southern Sweden Creatives 
project at Invest in Skåne.

rachelle.lacharite@skane.se
southernswedencreatives.
com

RICARDO  
KOANUKA
Koanuka Films  
& Marketing 
Director

Koanuka is a fusion 
between a production 
company and an advertising 
agency based in Malmö.

koanuka@koanuka.com  
+ 46 769273152 
www.koanuka.com

SWEDEN

SWEDEN

MOLLY  
SJÖWALL
WG Film AB 
Production Manager

I have ben working in fiction 
since 2001 and produced a 
few films, shorts and feature. 
Since January 2016 I am 
working at WG Film as a 
producers assistant and 
production manager. 

molly@wgfilm.se 
+(46)734248336 
www.wgfilm.com

PERNILLA  
RIDELL
Öresundspuls 
Co-founder

ÖresundsPuls is a bilingual 
Arabic and Swedish newspa-
per and WebTV. It was estab-
lished in 2015, and the aim 
is to help new arrivals and 
established migrants from 
the Arabic speaking com-
munity to navigate within the 
Swedish society. Öresund-
sPuls intends to function as 
a mediator between different 
institutions and societal 
entities across cultural and 
linguistic divides. 

p.ridell@oresundspuls.se  
www.oresundspuls.se

PATRICK  
EL-CHEIKH
Fikra AB 
Producer

Fikra is a Stockholm based 
company founded in 2015 
with a mission to develop, 
facilitate and implement 
creative projects between 
Scandinavia and the Middle 
East, and aiming to become 
the natural partner for bi-
cultural endeavours.Together 
we combine over 30 years of 
experience in international 
business development, 
and film and media 
production offering a deep 
understanding of cross-
cultural communications and 
the creative industries.

patrick@fikra.se 
+(46)708868530 
www.fikra.se

MOHANAD  
SALAHAT
Freelance 
Producer, Journalist

Accreditated press.

salahat.mohanad@gmail.com
+(46) 729442445

PHIL 
JANDALY
Bedouin Viking 
Editor

BedouinViking Pictures’ 
mission is simple: Explore. 
Learn. Communicate. We 
harness documentary into 
impact films dealing with 
some of the world’s most 
critical but little discussed 
issues. From the foothills of 
the Himalayas, to the slums 
of Nairobi, to the board-
rooms of Stockholm, Annika 
Gustafson and Phil Jandaly 
have brought the Bedouin-
Viking feel to award winning 
documentary Killing Time, 
and are now wrapping up 
production on the Sundance 
funded Brown Gold.

phil@bedouinviking.com 
+(46) 0709238882 
www.philjandaly.com

MOHAMED 
QADORA
Writer

Guest of Honor.

MOHAMED 
YUSEF
Öresundspuls 
Co-founder – 
Economic Editor

ÖresundsPuls is a bilingual 
Arabic and Swedish newspa-
per and WebTV. It was estab-
lished in 2015, and the aim 
is to help new arrivals and 
established migrants from 
the Arabic speaking com-
munity to navigate within the 
Swedish society. Öresund-
sPuls intends to function as 
a mediator between different 
institutions and societal 
entities across cultural and 
linguistic divides. 

m.yusef@oresundspuls.se
www.oresundspuls.se

MOHAMED 
AL ABOUT
Freelance 
Journalist

baloutmohamad@gmail.com 
+46 0732400008
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AHMED 
KEFI
Rhesus Monkey Film 
Company Manager/ 
Owner

Rhesus Monkey Film is a film 
and television production 
company founded in 2015.
Our company is primarily 
composed of a team of 
enthusiasts. This passion 
is contagious and reflected 
in our designs and in the 
daily investment. From 
an approach based on 
innovation and technical 
virtuosity, we seek to propel 
the quality of Tunisian 
production, while being 
humble and ambitious.

rhesusfilm@gmail.com 
+(216) 55225351

ESSID  
AHMED
Rhesus Monkey Film 
Director/Screenwriter

Rhesus Monkey Film is a film 
and television production 
company founded in 2015.
Our company is primarily 
composed of a team of 
enthusiasts. This passion 
is contagious and reflected 
in our designs and in the 
daily investment. From 
an approach based on 
innovation and technical 
virtuosity, we seek to propel 
the quality of Tunisian 
production, while being 
humble and ambitious.

rhesusfilm@gmail.com 
+216 22 857 407

TUNISIA

RIMA  
ALHAMEDD
Zenloop  
Director Assistant 

Zenloop is an independent 
production company, 
established in corporation 
with Yaser Kassab and Rima 
Alhamedd in 2015.

arch_rima@hotmail.com  
+ 46 737565173

RONALD  
HEU
Sleeprise Music 
Production  
Co-founder 

We are experts in the art 
of music. Our extensive 
knowledge, skills and 
passion provide a range 
of styles and moods to 
encompass your ideas 
in order to enhance your 
project. We have a special 
sound at Sleeprise, 
combining classical and 
modern styles for a unique 
and evocative experience. 
We create an emotional 
journey for all to take. 

www.sleeprisemusic.com
sleeprisemusic@gmail.com

SHAKER  
K TAHRER
Blackbird Film AB 
CEO/Director/Script/ 
Producer

Writer/ director and 
producer of short and 
feature films, most notably 
Bloody Boys (Feature film, 
2012) which competed at 
several international film 
festivals (Best European 
Screenplay Award Brussels 
Film Festival 2013) as well 
being broadcast on Swedish 
national television (SVT). 
Based in Gothenburg but 
originally from Iraq. Have 
received development funds 
from The Swedish Film 
Institute for two upcoming 
feature film projects.

shaker@blackbirdfilm.se 
+(46)706321614 
www.blackbirdfilm.se

SOFIA  
STYRMAN
RåFILM 
Director

Director and producer of 
documentaries 

sofia.styrman@gmail.com 
+(46)736126967 
www.rafilm.se

TARIK  
SALEH
Atmo 
Director

Tarik Saleh was born in 
Stockholm in 1972. His latest 
film Tommy, a thriller placed 
in Stockholm’s underworld 
premiered nationwide 
in Swedish theaters in 
March 2014. Metropia, an 
animation feature for adults 
with Vincent Gallo, Juliette 
Lewis, Stellan Skarsgård and 
Udo Kier in leading roles 
premiered in Venice 2009 as 
opening film for the Critisc 
week. Tarik Saleh has also 
co-directed several award 
winning documentaries, 
such as GITMO — The New 
Rules of War. His music 
video for Lykke Li I Follow 
Rivers has had some 45 
million views on Youbtube.

tarik@atmo.se

YOUNES  
MEDHAT
Director, producer

Younes is a film director & 
producer from Egyptian-
Palestinian origins, who’s 
based in Stockholm, 
Sweden. He has circled 
the globe and crisscrossed 
continents producing & 
directing short films, TV 
commercials & documentary 
series for Middle East & 
Europe …

myounes0@gmail.com 
+(46) 703710008 
www.vimeo.com/
younesmedhat

SVEINUNG 
NYGAARD
Blackbird Film AB 
Composer/
International 
Relations

Composer for film and televi-
sion as well as international 
relations/ developments. 
Have made the music for 
Freej, Mandoos as well 
as the feature film Handy 
(Italy, 2013). Also made 
music for ads for Burj Al 
Arab, Jumeirah (Dubai) and 
launches for Emal (Dubai) 
and Dubai International Film 
Festival (2011) as well as 
the theme song for World 
Handball Championship in 
Qatar (2016). 

s@ssnygaard.com 
+(46)728478318 
www.blackbirdfilm.se 
www.ssnygaard.com

TAHAR 
HOUCHI 
Director

Festival Director of 
Geneva International 
Oriental Film Festival and 
representative of the short 
film Kousayla.

SWEDEN

SWEDEN
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AYESHA 
CHAGLA
Dubai Film Market 
Manager

Ayesha Chagla manages 
the Dubai Film Market 
(DFM) which is the business 
counterpart of the Dubai 
International Film Festival 
(DIFF). Prior to joining the 
festival, Ayesha worked 
in film production and 
development as well as in 
broadcast journalism. She 
holds a BA in psychology 
and sociology from the 
University of Auckland in 
New Zealand.

Ayesha.Chagla@filmfest.ae 
www.dubaifilmfest.com 

DOAA 
AGRAMA
Twofour54 
Assistant Director

doagrama@yahoo.com 
+971 507991444 
www.twofour54.com/en/

JAC 
MULDER
Seat 26 Productions 
Director 

Seat 26 is a production 
company with an aim to 
support young filmmak-
ers achieve their film 
projects. The company 
invests in student films 
and produces short 
and feature (fiction / 
documentary) films for 
first and second time 
filmmakers. From a 
cultural and educational 
perspective, Seat 26 
conducts industry-related 
workshops.

jac@muddville.com 
+971 50 355 4888 
www.seat26.com

LAFI 
ABOOD
Analog Production 
Producer

MAFF Development 
Funding Documentary, 
Film: IBNI.

Analog Production is a 
media production house 
that produces video and 
photography advertising. 
The company was 
established in early 2013 
by Photographers and 
Filmmakers, Lafi Abood, and 
David Goff. They both have 
decades of experience in the 
industry.

UAETUNISIA

UAE

ABEER  
AL MUHSIN
Director 

Abeer Al Muhsin is an 
Emarati film director and 
producer. She won the First 
Prize in the UAE Ministry of 
Culture, Youth & Community 
Development contest for 
short film on the UAE Union 
contest with the film UAE 
Union History in Child Eye 
in 2009. Also, she won the 
Second Prize in Shiek Majed 
Youth Media Award, with 
the short documentary Not 
a Shadow. At present, she 
is working on multiple film 
ideas that aim to support 
Arab community, children 
in focus, within the current 
situation in the area.

abeer.muhsin@hotmail.com 
+(971) 508822376

ANDERS 
KRISTENSSON
The Kennedy/
Marshall Company 
Producers 
representative

The Kennnedy/Marshall 
Company is the producer 
of Indiana Jones, Jurassic 
World, Jason Bourne, Sully, 
and many others. Anders 
Kristensson manage 
the Kennedy/Marshall 
company’s Asian office in 
Dubai.

www.kennedymarshall.com

AMAL  
AL-AGROOBI
Alagroobi Films 
Director

MAFF Development Funding 
Feature, Film: Disruptive 
Servant. Alagroobi Films 
is an independent film 
production company based 
in the United Arab Emirates, 
founded in 2013 and is 
committed to making good 
quality films, both narrative 
and documentary, that are 
appealing to national and 
international audiences. We 
believe the company will 
add to the growing Arab film 
industry by sharing unique, 
authentic and creative 
stories from or about the 
region and its people. 

alagroobifilms@gmail.com 
+(971) 501634440 
www.alagroobifilms.com

AWNI 
ALLABABIDI
Founoon Film 
Distribution 
Director

lababidi@eim.ae

FARES 
NAANAA
Director

Representative of the film 
Boarders of Heaven.

HABIB 
ATTIA
Cinetelefilms 
Producer

Currently managing director 
of Cinetelefilms, one of 
the leading production 
companies in Tunisia and 
the region, founded in 1983. 
His latest ventures as main 
producer include several 
creative documentaries and 
feature films, like Kaouther 
Ben Hania’s Challat of 
Tunis (2014), which opened 
the Acid Programme at 
the Festival de Cannes 
and Rashid Masharawi’s 
Palestine Stereo (2013), 
which appeared at TIFF, 
Dubai and Chicago.

mh.attia@cinetelefilms.net 
www.cinetelefilms.net
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TAFLINE  
LAYINE
Freelance 
Journalist

Accreditated press.

taflinekay@mac.com 
+(46) 0705566072

UAE

LOUIS 
YIN
New York University 
Student

I study filmmaking in the 
graduate program in New 
York University, where I have 
completed two short films 
and one documentary. I lived 
in China for 18 years before 
going to the U.S. for college. 
I have lived and traveled in 
48 countries, an experience 
that gave me strong interest 
in different cultures.

louishyin@gmail.com 
+1-978-930-3441

PERIHAN 
ABOUZEID
MoviePigs 
CEO

Perihan is the CEO of 
MoviePigs, an SVOD 
platform for Arab cinema. 
She’s a serial entrepreneur 
in the media, entertainment 
and technology sectors with 
an MBA from MIT Sloan 
School of Management.

peri@moviepigs.com 
+16175998877 
www.moviepigs.com

USA

SAEED 
SALMEEN
Director 

Representative of the film 
Going To Heaven.

MOHAMED 
AL-DARADJI
Human Film 
Director 

MAFF Development Funding 
Feature. Human Film 
is production company 
with the goal to seek 
and explore individual 
creativity, producing high 
impact films with a social 
conscience.  Since it’s 
conception, Human Film 
has successfully completed 
three feature films and 
two documentaries, with 
a number of projects 
currently in development. 
Additionally, Human Film 
has been integral in setting 
up short film workshops in 
Iraq, actively encouraging 
the work of emerging Iraqi 
filmmakers.

info@humanfilm.co.uk  
www.humanfilm.com

UK
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Malmö 
Live

Biograf
Spegeln

Royal
SF

Radisson 
Blu Hotel

Rådhuset

Malmö
Central
StationMalmö

högskola

Malmö 
Konsthall

Folkets 
Bio

Panora

ADDRESSES
Biograf Spegeln
Stortorget 29

Folkets Bio Panora
Friisgatan 19 D

Royal SF
Södra Tullgatan 4

Malmö Live
Dag Hammarskjölds 
torg 4

Malmö Högskola
Niagara, Nordenskiölds-
gatan 1

Malmö Konsthall
S:t Johannesgatan 7

Radisson Blu Hotel
Östergatan 10

ACCREDITA-
TION CENTRE
ACCREDITATIONS 
FOR MAFF MARKET 
FORUM, PRESS AND 
FESTIVAL CARD PICK-
UP

Ackreditering för MAFF 
Market Forum, Press och 
upphämtning av festi-
valkort

RADISSON BLU  
HOTEL MALMÖ
Östergatan 10
Second Floor /  
Andra våningen
September 30 –  
October 4
10.00 – 18.00

STAFF

Ahmed Heidari, 
Board Member

Hannan Youssef, 
Board Member

Nizar Keblawi, 
Board Member

Birgitta Severinsson, 
Accountant

Amal Keblawi, 
Chairman

BOARD

Mouhamad Keblawi, General Manager
Josef Kullengård, Producer
Mostafa Kaoud, Arabic Communication
Nizar Keblawi, Techincal Coordinator
Anna Ceder, Guest Coordinator
Alaa Al Nahas, Assistant
Mohammad Abu Watfa, Accreditation Office, 
Graphic Designer
Daniel Jandreus, PR Coordinator

MAFF Market Forum

Maja Rodman, Industry Director
Camilla Larsson, Forum Coordinator
Elin Kamlert, Market Coordinator
Jennifer Carlsson, Funding Coordinator

PHOTO BY LUDVIG HEDLUND
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